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Namaskar !

| extend a warm welcome to you all at the Himalayan States Conclave being
held at Mussoorie in Devbhoomi Uttarakhand. Indeed it is a proud privilege for
Uttarakhand to host this event which has participation from the highest level
dignitaries from the political and administrative set up of the Government of India,

State governments, 15" Finance Commission, NIT| Ayog among others.

Our States fall in the Himalayan region and have similar Geographical and identical
economic conditions. Although we have been receiving active support of Central
Government, NITI Ayog, various Ministries of the Government of India, the
Himalayan States Conclave provides a platform for interaction, exchange of views
and discussion on common issues which could be raised to the highest authorities

for resolution.

The mighty Himalayas is not merely a geographical structure but a origin of
civilizations, culture, heritage, philosophy and are important for the entire country as

a whole.

Himalayan States comprise roughly 16.2 percent of the total land area of our
country and most of the area is snowbound, covered by glaciers and forests. These
glaciers are the source of water of the mighty rivers originating from the Himalayas.
These rivers also benefit large population of the plain areas of the country and so
aptly our States are defined as Water Towers of the nation. These rivers apart from
catering to major drinking water requirements of the country also provide irrigation

for agriculture and are a source of hydropower generation.

The drinking water needs of the country are ever increasing and many cities
are facing acute water crisis. We have recently witnessed some cities being
supplied water through tankers and trains and the situation is likely to worsen in the
near future, if immediate steps are not taken to tackle this problem. NITI Ayog, in its
2018 report, has also stressed the need for water conservation. It is high time that
we all come together to save and conserve this precious resource of the country,
not just for the well being of the present generation but also for the future
generations too. Let us work towards saving every drop of water to make the dream
of Hon'’ble Prime Minister come true. There is therefore an urgent requirement for

formulation of policies at the central level for achieving this noble aim.



We are also grateful to Hon’ble Prime Minister who has formed the Ministry
of Jal Shakti so that concerted efforts can be made to handle this mammoth task.
Most of the ancient civilizations of the North have been along the Himalayan rivers
which are a collective resource, so there is a need for central policies for the
rejuvenation, preservation and conservation of the Himalayan rivers and this

should be on the top priority of the Government of India.

Himalayan States are repository of most of the priceless wealth of forest
reserves. Himalayas are also the resources for fuel wood and timber, minerals,
fodder, resins, plant fibres, medicines etc., The Himalayan Ecosystem is
indispensable for ecological and environmental protection and needs to be

protected and conserved for the overall benefit of mankind.

Pollution today is an area of major concern and any developmental activity
has to be green and sustainable and not at the cost of the next generation. Some of
the Indian cities are amongst the list of most polluted cities of the world. The
Himalayan green cover provides unparalleled resource as a sink for atmospheric
carbon dioxide, which is increasing due to various activities. Major portion of the
Carbon dioxide sink and bio-diversity targets of the country are being met by the
Himalayan States. Therefore Himalayan States are making an important
contribution towards the goal of INDC (Intended Nationally Determined
Contributions) as per the Paris Agreement and we are committed to help in
preserving our environment. We request the Government of India to nudge all
States to meet these targets and the Government of India should accordingly
incentivize the Himalayan States for their invaluable contribution of ecosystem

services so that we can maintain our ecosystems.

The Himalayan States attract a large number of domestic and international
tourists who are inspired for leisure tourism, adventure tourism, spiritual healing
(body and soul), wild life tourism and wellness tourism. The wellness and tourism
industry has become one of the biggest industry internationally and our Hon'ble
Prime Minister and Finance Minister have laid out a vision for accelerated economic
development by 2025 and in this, the fastest growing area of wellness and tourism

in the Himalayan States will be a major contributor.

With the available limited infrastructure, most of the cities in the Himalayan
States will not be able to meet the high influx of tourists in coming times. They will

need to be ready with their long term infrastructure roadmap as present
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infrastructure is inadequate and there is immediate need to upgrade the same.
These activities are not possible with the limited resources of the States, so the
Government of India should provide suitable grants and incentives to Himalayan
States. The States will have to be in sync with the broader vision envisaged by the
Hon’'ble Prime Minister for this sector. As carrying capacity of existing destinations
is limited, new destinations in the Himalayas will have to identified and we will have
to develop them as vibrant, well planned and economically viable and at the same
time reflecting the ethos of the Himalayan States. These will attract lot of foreign
tourists and thereby help in earning valuable foreign exchange and providing

livelihood to local population.

As all of you are aware that the problems of disasters, deficient
infrastructure, low economic activity, migration, strengthening international borders,
climate change are main issues staring at the Himalayan States. GST is a major
revenue source of our States and as our resource are limited therefore GST
reimbursement should continue till the full term of the 15" Finance Commission.
This is the right time that we should work towards a common agenda to address
these issues so that we can build a prosperous and sustainably developed
Himalayan region, which in turn will spur as an economic incentive for the

development of the country as a whole.

It is a glorious moment today that we have come together. Let us all work
together towards the overall progress of the Himalayan region and the progress of

the nation.

Thank you.

Jai Hind.
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