4. Functions of the Central Authority.—The Central Authority shall '*** perform all or any of the
follwing functions, namely-—

{a) lay down palicies and principles for making legal services avalable under the provisions of
this Act;

(D) frame the most effective and economical schemes for the porpose of making legal services
available onder the provisions of this Act;

() utilise the funds at its disposal and make approprinte allocations of funds 1o the State
Authorities and Mstrict Authorities;

(ef} tuke necessmy steps by way of socinl jostice litigation with regard to consumer protection,
environmental profection or any other matter of special concern to the weaker sections of the society
and for this purpose. give training 10 social workers in legal skills:

(&) orgenise legal aid camps, especially in rural sreas, sloms or lobour colonies with the doal
purpose of educating the weaker sections of the society as to their rights as well as encournging the
scittement of dispotes throwgh LokAdalats;

() encourage the settlement of disputes by way of negotiations. arbitration znd conciliation;

(g} undertake and promote research in the field of legal services with special reference to the need
for such zervices amoag the poor;

{f) to do all things necessary for the purpose of ensunng commitment to Lhe fundomental duties
of citizens under Part [V A of the Constitution;

{7} monitor and evaloate implementation of the legal aid programmes at periodic intervals and
provide for independent evaluation of programmes and schemes implemented in whole or in part by
funds provided under this Act:
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'} provide grants-in-aid for specific schemes to varous voluntary social service institutions and
the Stmte and District Awthonties, from owt of the amounts placed @t its disposal for the
implementation of the legal services schemes under the provisions of this Act:]

(k) develop, in conspltation with the Bar Council of India, programmes for clinical legal
education and promole guidance and supervise the establishment and working of legal services clinics
in umeversities, law colleres and other mstitutions:

() ke appropriste measures for spreading legal literscy and legal awareness amongst the people
and, in particular. to educate weaker sections of the society sbout the nghts, bemefits and
privileges gusranteed by social welfare legislations and other enactments as well as admnistrative
programmes and measures;

{m) make special efforts to enlist the suppont of voluntary social welfare insttutions working at
the grass-root level, panticulardy among the Schedoled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. women and
murn] and urban labours and

in} coordinate and momitor the functioning of ![EIH[E Authosities. District Authorities, Supreme
Court Legnl Services Committee. High Count Legal Services Committees, Taluk Legal Services
Commutiees and voluntery social service imstitutions] and other legal services orgamisations and give
eeneral directions for the proper implementation of the leral services prosrnmmes.



