Unit 1: Fables and Folktales
A Bottle of Dew

Note to the teacher: This activity sheet can be used along with the
teaching of the text. Initiate pre-reading, while-reading discussions. As the
story is about folktales and fables, elicit responses from students to talk
about different folktales from their cultural context. You can compile a list
of folktales for extended reading. All these activities should be encouraged
as a pair or group work for sustained interaction and collaboration amongst
students.

Identify the text features

Narrative Text: A narrative text tells a story; it is a type of writing that can be
real or imagined. Narratives can include folk tales, fables, myths, short stories,
biographies told as stories, and personal experiences.

Key features of narrative texts:

Characters Setting: ] . Resolution:
:Who the Where and Plot: Evelnts Contlict: A How the
. : arranged in a problem or . Theme
story is when it problem is

sequence challenge

about

takes place solved

Activity 1: Scaffold the discussion to draw the attention of students with the
help of these guiding questions.

Write the title of the story.

Who are the important characters? Describe them briefly.

Where does the story take place? What clues does the text
give you?
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Activity 2: Jumbled events- Rearrange the events from the story
(Teacher can cut the strips for group activities)
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The sage Mahipati tells Rama Natha he must : Rama Natha and Madhumati sell

plant banana plants and collect five lisres of | | bananas from the plantation and eam
dew. || money.
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Rama Natha searches f i potion |
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that tumns things into gold
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Rama Natha inherits large tracts of land
but ignores them.

The sage chants over the boftle, but the
potion does nothing.
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Madhumati brings a box of gold coins
earned through plantation work

The sage reveals there is no magic
potion, only hard work brings wealth

- -y
- -
- e e e e

e

Rama Natha learns the value of hard
work and continues working harder,

Rama Natha plants and tends banana
plants as instructed
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Activity 3: Sequencing

Model the use of the following template using references from the text to get
students to understand features of narrative texts.

Beginning Problem /Conflict

Events Resolution

Teacher Notes

Beginning: Rama Natha inherits large tracts of land from his father, who
was a rich landlord

Events: Rama Nath abandons his land searching for a magic potion.
Arrival of Sage Mahipati

Conflict: Rama Nath’s wife Madhumati is worried as other people are
cheating him, and he has lost lots of money

Resolution: Sage Mahipati assigns him a task to plant banana to collect
dew from his plantation. The potion fails; the sage shows the real gold was
earned through their hard work. Rama Natha accepts the truth and
embraces hard work.
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Activity 4: Vocabulary Building

Vocabulary development is an important part of learning a language as it helps
learners identify patterns in languages and provides context for usage. It lets
them remember better and develop as independent learners

Create a “Word Wall” for vocabulary in context. Encourage students to fill a
template like the following.

Word web

Word:

What it reminds me of:
Synonyms / related words:
Opposites:

Picture / symbol:
Use it in a sentence:

Metacognition in Reading

Metacognition in reading involves being aware of one’s own thinking process
while engaging with the text. It is an important part of meaning making.

Activity 5: Encourage learners to connect the story using Text-text, Text-Self,
Text -World questions. A few examples are given below. More may be added for

engaging conversations. You may need to model the process initially.

Text-text

Text-Self

Text-World

Can you think of
another story/ folktale
where a character
wanted something
without working for it?

(Here teacher can
encourage students to
explore regional
folktales on similar
themes)

If you were in the place
of Rama Natha, how
would you react when
the sage asked you to
collect the dew in a
bottle? What would you
have done in his place?

‘Today, people often
look for shortcuts,
quick money, easy
success, and overnight
fame. How does the
sage’s lesson connect to
challenges young
people face today,
especially in the light of
online frauds and
cybercrimes?
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Developing Writing Skills
Writing an alternative Ending

This task encourages students to move beyond surface-level reading by engaging
creatively with the text. Writing an alternate ending requires a clear
understanding of character, plot, and theme, thereby strengthening
comprehension. In addition, the structured nature of the task supports writing
skills while allowing student voice and imagination to emerge meaningfully.

Activity 6: Ask students to predict an alternative ending.
What would have happened if Rama Natha did not trust the sage?

Instruct them to ensure that their ending

e Connects logically with the original story
e Keeps the characters believable
e Has a clear sequence of events

Encourage the students to think about the following questions in their
ending.

How does Rama Natha respond to the sage in your version?
What decision does he make instead?

What events happen because of this decision?

How does the story end differently?

What new message or moral does your ending suggest?

nhLOb=

After doing the writing task, pose the following reflection questions.

e Did your ending feel realistic? Why or why not?
e Which part of your writing are you most satisfied with?
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ALTERNATE ENDING
CHECKLIST

CREATE AN ALTERNATE ENDING TO THE STORY.

Ensure that your ending

+ Connects logically with the original story
+ Keeps the characters believable

+ Has a clear sequence of events

BRAINSTORM

How does the main character respond differently in your version?
What new decision does the character make?

What events or consequences follow from this decision?

How do these changes affect the outcome of the story?

What new message or moral does your ending suggest?

WRITE YOUR ENDING

Link your ending to the original story

Keep the characters consistent—don’t change their personality suddenly.

Use sequence words (then, next, finally, as a result) to show the flow of events.
Add at least one descriptive detail (feelings, setting, or actions) to make your
writing vivid.

Include dialogue to make the ending more engaging.

Ensure your ending clearly shows how the situation is resolved.

Stick to the word limit and write in clear paragraphs.

REVIEW

Improve word choice and add details to make your writing more engaging.
Correct any errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

REFLECTION

Did your ending feel realistic? Why or why not?
Which part of your writing are you most satisfied with?
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Activity 7: Descriptive Writing-Describe a Fruit (80-100 words)

Descriptive writing helps students observe the world around them closely and
express ideas using sensory details. It encourages them to describe how
something looks, feels, smells, tastes, or sounds. This task builds vocabulary,
imagination, and clarity in expression. With simple scaffolds, students learn to
organise their ideas and create vivid, meaningful descriptions.

Using the image in the textbook encourage students to brainstorm ideas about
the banana.

Model the formation of a topic sentence that introduced the banana. For
example,

A banana is a healthy and tasty fruit.
Encourage them to write their own in pairs or individually.

To add supporting sentences and build details provide sentence prompts like
the ones given below.

I eat it...

It tastes...

Its colour is...

It feels...

It smells...

It is good because...

<\

Introduce simple connectors like first, also, then, because, finally and
model their use.

v' Explain that the closing sentence should sum up the main idea. For
example,

That is why a banana is one of my favourite fruits.

Always encourage students to review their writing.

ANIAN

WRITING CHECKLIST

Capital letters at the beginning
Full stops at the end
Correct spelling

Coherent sentences
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THINK ABOUT YOUR
THINKING

After their answer, students complete the given prompts:

What part of the text helped you write your answer?
(Write a word, phrase, or sentence from the passage.)

What strategy did you use while reading?

o I looked for key words

0 I connected it to something | already knew
ol reread a difficult sentence

o limagined the situation

0 Something else:

How did your thinking change after reading the passage?
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Reflection Activity

Teacher Note

Encourage students to express personal reflection and appreciation,

strengthening meaningful writing.

reading this text is

One thing I will appreciate more after

_J

S

Reflection Acuity)

(— Q\ﬁ

This essay/ story taught me that.......

— —

Pause, think, and ghow..
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