
Grade 3, Unit 1, Chapter 5 PLANTS AND ANIMALS LIVE TOGETHER 
Please note: The following teaching and learning plan is to be considered as a demonstration of 
how reading and writing activities can be organically integrated into the teaching and learning 
process. However, this is not to be considered as a complete lesson plan for a topic/ chapter. The 
teacher should do all the necessary planning to teach the content and develop the concepts in 
an age-appropriate manner. The resources required to teach the concepts in addition to those 
mentioned in this plan shall most certainly be used by the teacher. 
The following table represents certain Curricular Goals and competencies from two curricular 
areas of The World Around Us and Language in the preparatory stage. It is to be noted that some 
aspects of the following competencies can be achieved through the suggested activities. 
 

Curricular Goals Competencies  
Interdisciplinary Area: The World Around Us 

CG-1 Explores and engages with the 
natural and socio-cultural environment 
in their surroundings 

C-1.1 Observes and identifies the natural (insects, 
plants, birds, animals, geographical features, sun 
and moon, stars, planets, natural resources) and 
social (houses, relationships) components in their 
immediate environment 

CG-4 Develops sensitivity towards 
social and natural environment 

C-4.1 Observes and describes diversity among 
plants, and birds and animals in their immediate 
environment (shape, sounds, food habits, growth, 
habitat) 
C-4.5 Identifies needs of plants, birds, and 
animals, and how they can be supported (water, 
soil, food, care) 

Language 1 (R1) 
CG-1 Develops oral language skills 
using complex sentence structures to 
understand and communicate ideas 
coherently 

C-1.2 Summarises core ideas from material read 
out in class 
C-1.3 Makes oral presentations (show and tell, 
short welcome notes, anchoring of small events, 
short speeches, class debates) 

CG-2 Develops the ability to read with 
comprehension by gaining a basic 
understanding of different forms of 
familiar and unfamiliar texts (such as 
prose and poetry) 

C-2.2 Understands main ideas and draws 
essential conclusions from the material read 

CG-3 Develops the ability to write 
simple and compound sentence 
structures to express their 
understanding and experiences 

C-3.3 Creates posters, invites, simple poems, 
stories, and dialogues with appropriate 
information and purpose 

CG-4 Acquires a more comprehensive 
range of words in various contexts (of 
home and school experience) through 
different sources 

C-4.1 Discusses meanings of words and develops 
vocabulary by listening to and reading a variety of 
texts 

 
  



Context Setting/ Pre-reading phase:  
 

Activity 1, option 1: Making sentences with word cards. 
 

  

Task instruction:  
1. Look at the picture and discuss with your friends in the group about the plants and 

animals that you can see. 
2. Do you think these animals need help from the plants? Can the plants and animals 

be friends to each other? Discuss 
3. Do you think the animals shown here can become friends to each other? Discuss 
4. Pour all the word cards on your table. Together with your group members make 5 

sentences about the plants and animals in the picture. 

Teacher’s instruction: The teacher will read aloud the story ‘Plants Need Friends Too!’ while 
showing the pictures of the storybook through a circle time activity. If possible, the pages can 
be scanned and projected in the classroom for the children to see and read clearly together.  
Then have a discussion around how plants are friends with animals, insects, humans and 
every other living being around. Students can be asked questions like 
- Do you think plants need friend? How do you know? 
- Do you think we can be friends with plants? 
- What do friends do for each other? 
- What should we do for plants if they are our friends? 
- Do you think plants and animals can be friends? How so? 
- Do you know any story or watched any movie where a plant and an animal were friends? 
- Can an animal be a friend of another animal? How so? 
- Do you know any story or watched any movie where an animal and an animal were friends? 
- Do you know any story or watched any movie where plants, animals and people were 

friends? 
This initial oral conversation may be helpful for the students to get a hang of the theme to be 
explored in the upcoming chapter. 

Teacher’s instruction: The teacher can then divide children into 4-5 groups and distribute the 
following picture (one copy in each group). Students are supposed to look at the picture, 
discuss among themselves and create 8 sentences on friendship between plants and animals 
and within animals with the help of the word cards.  
Please refer to the activity number 1, option 1 from the activity bank. Create a lot of word cards 
with which children can string at least 5 sentences. Make 4-5 sets of the word cards so that 
each group can work with one set. 



 

  



Activity 1, option 2: School Garden Observation Walk 

 

  

Teacher’s instruction: if the school has a garden or there are any parks nearby where children 
can be taken then a Nature Walk can be conducted. There should be very clear instructions 
given to children before hand about the purpose of the walk. A simple checklist can be shared 
with them orally like observing the plants, small animals and insects on and around the 
plants, what they are doing etc. children can carry a small notebook and write down some 
observations if they wish to. 
During the nature walk you may ask questions to draw children’s attention on the 
interdependence of plants and animals. For example, 

- Why do you think the bird is sitting on the tree? 
- Are there ants near the trees? Do you think the ants have built their house near the tree 

root? 
- Are there any butterflies on the flowers? What are they doing? 

After coming back a brief oral discussion should happen on what all the saw and how the 
plants and animals are living together peacefully because they need each other. You may also 
ask questions like 

- Why do you think the plants and animals live around each other. 
- What kind of a problem do you think the caterpillar would face if the plants were not 

there? 
Following the discussion students can be divided into 4-5 groups, each group can be given a 
set of word cards (see activity 1, option 1 of the activity bank). Each group can make at least 5 
sentences on their observations and experiences of nature walk. Provide scaffolding support 
while making the sentences. 

Task instruction for nature-walk (written from the child’s perspective):  
We are going out on a nature walk. During the walk we will observe 

- The plants and trees 
- Animals, birds and insects on and around the plants and trees. 
- What are they doing? How are the plants and trees helping the birds, animals and the 

insects? 
- We will not disturb any bird, animal or insect unless it is coming to us. 
- We will not pluck leaves or flowers from the plants and trees. 
- We can write down some of the things we will see in our notebook if needed so that we 

do not forget what we saw. 
- We will stick together and not go out of the teacher’s sight. 
- We can ask questions to the teacher during the walk. 

Task instruction for sentence-making: think about your nature walk and all that you 
observed about the friendship between plants and animals. Discuss with your friends and 
make 5 sentences about it with the word cards given to your group. 



During reading phase: 

 
Activity 2: Let’s explore soils! 

 
  

Teacher’s instruction: Before the lesson, gather a variety of soil samples in identical, 
transparent plastic containers, labeling them sequentially as Soil 1, Soil 2, and so forth. Bring 
these containers to the classroom during your discussion on soils and line them up neatly on 
a table. To begin the activity, pour the first soil sample into a bowl and invite the children to 
come up, look at it, touch it, and discuss its properties. Once they have finished exploring that 
specific sample, pour it back into its original container and repeat the exact process for the 
next soil type, ensuring the children record their observations about the texture and 
appearance of each soil in their provided templates. After all the soil samples have been 
safely returned to their respective containers, conduct a solubility test by pouring water into 
each container one at a time. Finally, have the children observe whether the soils dissolve in 
the water and instruct them to log this final observation into their templates to complete the 
activity. 

Task instruction: carefully look at the soils the teacher will be showing one by one. Look at 
the colour and grain size. Touch the soil to feel the texture (hard or soft). Fill in this information 
into the template given to you. 
Now watch your teacher pour water into each of the soils. Do you see the soil getting mixed 
with the water properly? Or are the soil and water remaining separate even after mixing them. 
Note down your observations in the template as well. 



Soil observation recording 
 Colour  Texture (hard/ soft/ 

course/ smooth…) 
Size of grains 
(big/ 
medium/ 
small/ not 
grainy…) 

The soil had 
(Leaves, 
stones, twigs, 
plastic, 
insects, 
nothing etc.) 

Dissolved/ got 
mixed with 
water 
(completely/ 
partially/ not 
all- settled as a 
residue) 

Soil 1  
 
 

    

Soil 2  
 
 

    

Soil 3  
 
 

    

Soil 4  
 
 

    

Soil 5  
 
 

    

Soil 6  
 
 

    

Soil 7  
 
 

    

Soil 8  
 
 

    

Any other observations:  

 
 
 
 

 



Post reading phase: 

Activity 3: Sequencing the stages of life cycles! 

 
 
  

Teacher’s instruction:  
Step 1: Divide the children into 2 groups and give them 2 separate storybooks to read 

- Group 1- A Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
- Group 2- The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle 

First read aloud the stories in both the groups, let them enjoy the storytelling and help them 
understand the storyline. In both the groups have an oral discussion to emphasize on the life 
cycle- how a butterfly grows out of an egg in steps and also how a plant grows from a seed. 
 
Step 2: give each group 4 pictures of 4 stages in the life cycle. Ask the children to discuss and 
arrange the pictures in the correct sequence. 
 
Step 3: Finally, the children will write in maximum 5 sentences how the egg became a butterfly 
(group 1) and the seed became a tree or a full-grown plant (group 2) 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Task instruction:  
- Listen to the story well as the teacher reads it to you 
- Go through the storybook, read the story and discuss with your group mates what is 

happening in the story 
- Note down the stages of the life cycle- what is happening after what… 
- Take the picture cards from your teacher and together with your friends try to put the 

pictures in a sequence (stage 1, stage 2, stage 3 and stage 4) 
- Then write down in the piece of paper how the egg becomes a butterfly (group 1) and 

the seed becomes a plant (group 2) in 5 sentences. Write as a group. 


