Unit 1: Wit and Wisdom
Chapter: The Wit that Won Hearts

Note to the teacher:

This activity sheet can be used along with the teaching of the lesson “Wit That Won
the Hearts.” Begin with a pre-reading discussion where students share stories or
examples of clever thinking from their own experiences or cultural backgrounds. This
will help build interest and activate their prior knowledge. While reading,
encourage students to identify how wit and intelligence help the characters solve
problems. Encourage them to pause and predict what might happen next and
discuss how clever thinking influences the outcome of events in the story. After
reading, initiate a post-reading discussion on the value of intelligence, humility, and
problem-solving in everyday life. You may encourage them to compile a list of stories
with witty or clever characters for extended reading. All activities should preferably
be conducted in pairs or groups to promote interaction and collaborative learning.

Activity 1:  Understanding text structure

This is a narrative text that also employs features of expository text in the beginning
to set the context. Expository texts are informative, and the reader must find out
the most important details. Expository texts are written to inform, explain, or
describe a topic clearly and logically.

Key Features of Expository Texts
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Teacher’s Note:
Scaffold the discussion to draw the attention of students to the first and second
paragraphs with the help of this analytical worksheet.




Text Detective: Spot the Main Idea

Name: Class:

Main Idea Supporting Information

I think the author’s purpose in writing this paragraph is to tell us the
importance of (Tenali Raman/Wit and Wisdom/the
Vijayanagara Empire) because he/she writes about

Teacher Tip:

This paragraph is about the Vijayanagara Empire where the writer talks about
the achievements, art, literature, and architecture under King
Krishnadevaraya.

Activity 2: A\ Story Mountain—Understanding Plot

The story's plot outlines five main stages. It introduces characters, settings, and
initial conflict. The rising action builds tension through complications leading to a
climax, which is the turning point of highest intensity. Next is the falling action
where events unwind after the climax. Finally, the resolution which results in final
outcomes as it ties up the loose ends.

Teacher Note:

After reading the story in class, the class can be divided into groups. Each group
will be given a copy of the story mountain and event cards. The students will have
to cut and paste the event cards as per the plot structure.
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Activity 3: L The Butterfly Effect Writing: Practicing
Conditionals

Conditionals help students’ express possibilities, causes, and consequences in
their writing. Teachers can encourage students to use conditional sentences to
develop ideas, predict outcomes, and explain situations clearly. Activities such as
“what if” scenarios, cause—effect chains, and creative writing tasks help students
practise conditionals while making their writing more detailed and engaging.

The Butterfly Effect is the idea that a very small action can sometimes
lead to very big results over time. It shows how one tiny change can
start a chain of events that leads to something much larger.

For example, if a butterfly flaps its wings in one place, it may
slightly change the movement of the air around it. If the air
movement changes, it could affect the direction of the wind. If the
wind changes, it might influence the weather in places far away.
After some time, if many small changes like this happen, they could
even help create a storm somewhere else.

This idea also helps us think about our everyday choices. If we make
small positive decisions, they can lead to good results later. In the
same way, if small problems are ignored, they might grow bigger
with time. The Butterfly Effect reminds us that even small actions can
sometimes make a big difference.

Teacher’s Note:

After teaching Conditionals, divide the class into groups of 5-6. Ask the students
to read the extract on the butterfly effect. Draw attention to the highlighted
sentences. Give each group a worksheet with the butterfly shape and instruct
the children to design their sentences inside the picture that is given. Write a
starting situation on the board. Some examples are given below.

e IfI wake up late tomorrow...

e [If animals could suddenly talk...

e If a dog finds a lost wallet...

e If a butterfly lands on my hat...

e If a mysterious package arrived at my house...




Students create a chain of 6-8 conditional sentences.

Example:

If I wake up late tomorrow, I will miss the school bus.

If I miss the bus, I will have to take an auto.

If I take an auto, I might reach school earlier than usual.

If I reach school early, I might meet the principal.

If the principal meets me, she may ask me to help organise an event.

CHEE

The last sentence must be surprising or funny.

Example:
If I help organise the event, I might accidentally become the school’s youngest
event manager.

Let each group share their sentences with the class.




coloringpage.eu

Source: https://coloringpage.eu/butterfly-coloring-pages/
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Activity 4
Narrative Essay

A narrative essay tells a story about real or imagined events and
usually follows a clear sequence of actions. Good narratives include
characters, settings, problems, and resolutions that keep the reader
interested from beginning to end.

Teacher’s Note
1. Begin with a hook:
Start with a quick prompt:

“Think of the most embarrassing/funny/scary moment you have
had in school.”

Ask 2-3 students to share briefly.
2. Draw a story mountain on the board.

Elicit parts of a Narrative Essay

Introduction: introduces characters, setting, and situation

Rising Action: Events leading to the main problem

Climax: The most exciting or important moment

Falling Action: What happens after the climax

Conclusion / Resolution: How the story ends and what was learned

bl

3. Model a short narrative: Show students how to expand ideas using 4 to 5
sentences. As you narrate, encourage students to identify parts of the narrative.

4. Collaborative writing: Build a story

Give students story prompts.

Examples:

A day when everything went wrong

The most surprising thing that ever happened to me
A mysterious package arrives at your door

The strangest dream I ever had

A day when my plan failed

e The moment I felt truly proud




Ask them to fill a story planning chart.
This helps them plan before writing.
5. Students write a 100-120 word narrative using their plan.

6. Ask students to share their writeups with their classmates.
Encourage them to give feedback using the checklist provided.
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Narrative Writing Checklist

Structure

[J I introduced the setting (when and where the story happens)
[J I introduced the characters clearly

[0 My story has a problem or conflict

] I included a climax (most exact moment)

[0 I ended the story with proper conclusion

[0 I ended the story properly

Language

[1 I used past tense correctly

[ I used sequence words (then, suddenly, later, finally)

[0 I included descriptive words to help reader imagine the story
[0 My sentences are clear and easy to read

[1 I checked for spelling and punctuation

Content

[0 My story is clear and logical

[J I showed feelings and reactions

[0 My story is interesting and engaging
[0 My story has a message or lesson
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reading this text is........ This essay/ story faught me that.......

One thing I will appreciate more after




