EXPLORING SOCIETY: INDIA AND BEYOND

6rade: 8
Chapter2: Reshaping India's Political Map

Activity 1: Visual literacy: Picture reading: observe, reflect and query

/ The facilitator will display the image from page 29 of the Social Science \
textbook.
Students will: -

e Observe the picture.

e Be encouraged to answer the questions related to the image.

e Find answers to the questions under the 'Reflect’ section.

e Respond to the questions under the 'Query' heading, which will promote

higher-order thinking.
¢ Be encouraged to write their observations about the image, which will help

\ improve their writing skills. /

Observe the image carefully and answer the following (TB Pg. No. 29)

E KN
Fig 2.8. A statue depicting Narasimhadeva I seated

on his throne, surrounded by attendants and
rmusicians.




Observe

1. What do you observe
in the picture?

2. Who is seated in
middle of the picture?

3. What types of
images are seen in the
picture?

4. How the images are
arranged in the
picture?

5. Why do you think
one person is placed at

the centre and others
are surrounding him?

5. What material may
be used for making it?

Reflect

1.Why do you think
this statue was built?

2.What is the
significance of it
during the period it
was built??

3. Who could have

been involved in
making the statue?

Query

1. Why do you think
the attendants and
musicians are
surrounding him?

2. What challenge he
might have faced
during his time?

3. Find the type of
administration
followed during
medieval period and
compare it with
present day
administration




Activity 2 A tourist guide in Hampi (Karnataka)

Note to the teacher

Using reading and writing strategies to gather information from a given text,
visuals, flow charts, further organizing the knowledge and ideas based on
relevance, corroborating are some of the important skills to inculcate among the
students. To be able to translate from one form of representation to another, in
this case from a flow chart to writing a narration supported by primary and
secondary sources, choosing the appropriate language relevant to social science
for communication. both in writina and oral pbresentations. is essential

Activity: Imagine you are a tourist guide in Hampi.

Based on the flowchart provided, create a brochure for tourists visiting Hampi. Additionally,
prepare a narration using both primary and secondary sources to detail the history of the
area during the specified period.

How would you persuade a tourist who is skeptical about your narration?

ViJAYA NAGARA EMPIRE

FOUNDATION CAPITAL FAMOUS RULER
Founded in 14™ Century Hampi in Karnataka Krishnadevaraya
ADMINISTRATION CULTURE& TRADE
ARCHITECTURE
Well organised strong Magnificent temple with Trade relations with foreign
mandapas and pillared halls countries

and patronized music

— DECLINE




Activity3- Annotation and Mini Write Up

Note to the teacher
Annotating is an important skill to develop to read critically. Annotating involves
highlighting, underlining, and making marginal notes while reading a document. Students
read with a pencil in hand, making notes in the text as they read. Instead of reading
passively, they create an active relationship with what they are reading by “talking back”
to the text in its margins. As well, writing while reading aids your memory in many ways,
especially by making a link that is unclear in the text concrete in your writing.
Mini-write ups -Typically, essays are written at the end of a history or social studies
unit, this structure misses opportunities to help students engage with the material and
learn how to read and write. Emphasizing on mini write ups give students the chance to
think through a topic. Writing is a form of thinking, and completing a series of mini
writes allows students to build their understanding in manageable stages, one document

at a time. During this process they become familiar with available evidence and deepen
K their historical understanding. j

BATTLE OF TALIKOTA (1565)
AHOMS

In the 13th century, the Ahom ethnic group migrated from present-day Myanmar to the
Brahmaputra Valley and formed the Ahom kingdom there. During both the Sultanate and the
Mughal periods, the Ahom rulers offered stiff resistance to attempts at expansion into the
Northeast. Their unique paik system called on every able-bodied man to provide service to the
state through labour or military duty in exchange for land rights. This allowed the rulers fo
create public infrastructure and maintain a large standing force without a permanent army. Over
time, the Ahoms assimilated the local culture, promoted agriculture, encouraged diverse faiths,
and contributed to the rich traditions of Assam. In the 17th century, when Aurangzeb sent
Mughal forces, briefly capturing the Ahom capital Garhgaon, the Ahoms used their knowledge
of the terrain — dense forests, hills and rivers — and persistent guerrilla tactics to repulse the
attack, although the latter had more men and a larger fleet of river boats. Notably, in the Battle
of Saraighat (1671), fought on the Brahmaputra River near present-day Guwahati, the Ahom
military commander Lachit Borphukan and his 10,000 men defeated a Mughal force of 30,000
soldiers. Ultimately, the Ahom were able to preserve their independence.




Use the excerpt given below from the textbook to annotate and develop mini write-ups

Have students annotate individually and then share in the entire groups

Underline the unfamiliar words or phrases to make meaning ("I do not know the exact
meaning of these words or phrases; I might have to look up in the dictionary to make meaning
of the same")

Underline the key words or phrases (“something I feel is important to me in the given
paragraph”)

Underline what I know ("something I can trace in the given paragraph which I am aware of/
know of")

Now ask yourself - what does this paragraph tell me or talk about (“let me sum it up in my
head and write the note in the margin“)

Underline important ideas and memorable images

Write your questions and / or comments in the margins of the piece

Mark confusing parts of the piece, or sections that warrant a re-read

Underline the sources, if any, the author has used

Ask students to complete mini-writes independently and then share conclusions with a partner
or the entire class




