
EXPLORING SOCIETY: INDIA AND BEYOND 

 Grade: 6  

      Chapter 4: TIMELINE AND THE SOURCES OF HISTORY 

 

Activity 1 - Reading the Picture – Observe, Reflect and Question 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enabling Reading and Writing in Social Science Classroom 
 Encourage learners to think aloud, engage in peer discussions, and express their ideas in their 

own words.  

Use a variety of examples from the text, including images and timelines, to provide students with 

multiple perspectives on historical information.  

Incorporate diverse sources—such as pictures, artifacts, written documents, and timelines—to 

help learners grasp the study of history.  

Use academic vocabulary like "timeline," "source," "artifact," "evidence," and "chronology" to 

familiarize students with the language of the discipline. 

 Display a simple anchor chart in the classroom for text annotation. This chart should highlight 

key ideas, circle important words, and note questions, allowing students to refer to it while 

reading and learn how to analyze a text closely.  

Promote reading and writing through visual literacy by using charts, timelines, and graphic 

organizers. These tools will aid learners in visually understanding new concepts and organizing 

information effectively 

 

    

Note to the Teacher: 

This activity helps learners carefully observe visual sources and elicit 

information from them, which is an important skill in learning history. 

Scaffold the process of observation  

Seeing and observing may seem similar, but they represent distinct processes. 

Seeing is a passive act; it involves simply taking in visual information without 

much thought. On the other hand, observing is an active and engaged process. It 

requires attention, analysis, and interpretation. 

First, ask learners to quietly observe the picture and list only what they see 

(people, animals, objects, activities, surroundings).  

After the initial observation, allow learners to share their observations with 

 their partners. 

Next, guide learners to reflect on the scene and answer the given questions. 

Finally, encourage learners to answer the query-based questions. 

The aim is to move step-by-step from observation → reflection → 

questioning helping learners develop curiosity and historical thinking. 



 

Observation (Look Carefully) 

1. What do you observe in the picture? 

2. What different activities are the people doing? List at least three. 

3. Which natural or geographical setting do you notice in the picture? 

Reflection (Think About What It Shows) 

1. What do these activities tell you about how people lived and worked in this community? 

(Note to the teacher: Involve gender and work-related ideas in the discussion)  

2. Why do you think people in the picture are working together in groups? 

3. What does the picture suggest about how people got their food? 

Query (Ask Deeper Questions) 

1. How can pictures like this help us learn about life in the past? Why should we learn 

about this? 

2. What tools or objects in the picture could become sources of history for historians? 

3. What questions would you ask a historian or archaeologist to learn more about this 

community? 

 

 

 

 

 

(Source Page no. 72, Chapter: Timeline and sources of history) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Activity 2 - Text Annotation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Read the passage given below and answer the following questions: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note to the Teacher: 

Allow learners to read the given passage slowly and carefully and highlight important 

ideas, key terms, and unfamiliar words. 

Encourage them to mark important dates, terms (such as CE, BCE), and circle any 

words they find difficult, and try to understand their meaning from the context. 

 After individual reading and marking, allow a brief peer discussion so learners can 

compare what they highlighted and clarify meanings. 

Finally, ask learners to write a short 3–4 sentence mini write-up explaining the main 

idea of the passage in their own words. 

Use four types of questions to guided reading: Right There (answer found directly in 

the text), Think and Search (connect ideas from the passage), Author and Me (combine 

the text with students’ own thinking), and On My Own (encourage thinking beyond the 

text). 

This activity helps learners practise close reading of the text and identify key ideas 

and important terms and then summarising the main idea in their own words. 

 

In the West, the conventional year for Jesus Christ’s birth has generally been 

taken to be the starting point for this calendar. Years are counted forward from 

this point and used to be marked with ‘AD’ (an abbreviation for a Latin phrase that 

refers to the years after Jesus’ birth). However, this is now called the Common 

Era or CE across the world. For example, 1947, the year India gained independence, 

can be written as 1947 AD (sometimes AD 1947) or 1947 CE. Similarly, the years 

before the conventional date for the birth of Jesus are counted backward and 

used to be marked with BC (or Before Christ). They are now called Before Common 

Era or BCE. For example, 560 BCE is an approximate year of birth of Gautama 

Buddha  

(Page no. 62, Chapter: Timeline and sources of history). 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q1. Right There Type of question: 

What do the terms CE and BCE mean? 

 

Q2. Think and Search Type of question: 

Why are the years before and after the birth of Jesus Christ counted differently in the 

calendar system mentioned in the passage? 

 

Q3. Author and Me Type of question: 

Why do you think historians use terms like CE and BCE instead of AD and BC today? 

 

Q4. On My Own Type of question: 

Why is it important for historians to measure and organise time carefully when studying events 

of the past? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Activity:3 

 

Exploring the past at home: A primary source journal 

 

Note to the teacher 

The activity on Journal writing encourages students to explore primary sources within their 

homes, such as old photographs, diaries, letters, utensils, and furniture. This practice aids in 

their understanding of the significance of these primary sources in shaping their family's 

history. Similarly, activities can be designed to examine both primary and secondary sources, 

allowing students to better construct and comprehend the past 

 

Activity 

Questions for the first box: 

1. What do you notice in the selected primary source (Material, condition, object type, 

etc.)? 

2. Describe in detail your primary source. 

 

Questions for the second box: 

1. What do you think your primary source tells us about the past of your family? 

2. What thoughts do you have? 

 

Questions for the third box: 

1. What do you wonder that is not answered by your primary source? 

2. What else can you use as a source to explore further? 

 

 

Observation Reflection Questions 

   

   



 


