Grade 4, Unit 1, Chapter 2- EXPLORING OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Please note: The following teaching and learning plan is to be considered as a demonstration of how reading and writing activities can be organically
integrated into the teaching and learning process. However, this is not to be considered as a complete lesson plan for a topic/ chapter. The teacher
should do all the necessary planning to teach the content and develop the concepts in an age-appropriate manner. The resources required to teach
the concepts in addition to those mentioned in this plan shall most certainly be used by the teacher.

The following table represents certain Curricular Goals and competencies from two curricular areas of The World Around Us and Language in the
preparatory stage. It is to be noted that some aspects of the following competencies can be achieved through the suggested activities.

Curricular Goals

Competencies

Interdisciplinary Area: The World Around Us

CG-1 Explores the natural and social

environment in their surroundings

C-1.4 Explains the functioning of local institutions (family, school, bank/post office, market, and
panchayat) in different forms (story, drawing, tabulating data, noting discussion), and analyses
theirrole.

CG-2 Understands the interdependence in their
environment  through observation and
experiences.

C-2.1 Identifies natural and humanmade systems that support their lives (water supply, water
cycle, river flow system, life cycle of plants and animals, food, household items, transport,
communication, electricity in the home)

C-2.3 Expresses the changes in the lives of their family and community as communicated by
elders and through local stories (changes in occupation, food habits, resources, celebrations,
communication)

CG-6 Uses data and information from various
sources to investigate questions related to their
immediate environment.

C-6.1 Performs simple investigations related to specific questions independently or in groups
C-6.2 Presents observations and findings through different creative modes (drawing, diagram,
poem, play, skit, through oral and written expression)

Language 1 (R1)

CG-2 Students develop their reading skills
through a basic understanding of different forms
of texts (like prose and poetry), and different
kinds of writing (like narrative, descriptive,
argumentative, and analytical) by reading
unfamiliar texts.

C-2.2 Understands main ideas and draws essential conclusions from the material read.
C-2.3 Draws essential conclusions from the material read

CG-3 Develops the ability to write simple and
compound sentence structures to express their
understanding and experiences

C-3.3 Creates posters, invites, simple poems, stories, and dialogues with appropriate
information and purpose.




Conmgdtmgz/ Pw'wxdimq phase: The chapter enables students to develop an understanding and awareness about the importance of their
neighbourhood, in their daily life.

Activity 1: My Neighbourhood Exploration

Teacher’s instruction: Before starting the chapter, the teacher may try to understand what understanding of a neighbourhood the children
already have. S/he can begin with asking a few questions like

- What are the places that you can reach by walking from your home? (The teacher here may try to help the child think of places which are
walkable distances from the house. A neighbourhood is a locality where places are physically closer to each other.)

- Then the teacher can ask the children to write down the 8-10 places (it could be buildings, friends’ house, grocery store, departmental
store, post office, barber shop etc.) that are there in their respective localities (preferably walkable distances).

- Once all the children have completed making the list the teacher will make random pairs. Each pair of children will compare both the lists
to see which places match, and which do not. The teacher will give one template to each pair and ask them to fill up their templates
accordingly.

Please note that nobody (including the peers) should judge any child’s neighbourhood.

Task instruction:

Step 1: Think of any 10 places near your house where you can reach by walking. For example, places like your neighbour’s house, grocery store,
medicine store, petrol pump, post office, clinic, beauty parlour, saloon etc. and write them down in the given piece of paper.

Step 2: The teacher will find a partner for you.

Step 3: Compare your neighbourhood list with that of your partner and find out which places (shops, buildings, parks etc.) are common to both
your neighbourhoods and which are different.

Step 4: The teacher will give you ‘My Neighbourhood Explorer List’. Fill up the template together with your partner. On the left-hand side boxes
put the names of the places that are common in both your neighbourhoods. On the right-hand side boxes put the names of those places which
are there in either your or your partner’s neighbourhood.

For example, there can be medicine stores in both the neighbourhoods. Then write ‘medicine store’ in one of the left side boxes. But suppose
there is a post office in your neighbourhood but not in your friend’s neighbourhood then write ‘post office’ in one of the right-side boxes.




THINGS THAT WE SEE
WHICH ARE NOT COMMON

THINGS THAT WE SEE
SN WHICH ARE COMMON




Teacher’s instruction: The teacher will then ask each pair to write one line about each place to describe how they help the neighbourhood. S/he
will again distribute the templates- one per pair.

Task instruction: List down the places that both of you have written in your neighbourhood list and write one line about each one of them to
describe how they help people in the neighbourhood. 2-3 examples are given for you as reference in the table.

Places in our neighbourhood

How they help us

1. Hospital

A place of health care, where patients are treated to get well

2. Post office

A place through which people can send letters, parcels etc

3. Grocery Store

A place from where almost all the people in the neighbourhood buy their everyday fruits and
vegetables.

4. Ajay's house

My friends and T go there every evening to play in the big courtyard in his house.




Duning Reading phase:
Teacher’s instruction: The teacher will read aloud the first two pages of the chapter with proper expression and explanation. S/he will then follow
the steps of reading to scaffold the process. Students may have shared and guided reading sessions in smaller groups with support from the
teacher as well as peers. A mixed language ability grouping may help to conduct such reading sessions. Teacher should observe whether all

children are able to follow the text, read with proper chunking of words, comprehend the meaning, discuss about the content with peers and also

ask questions to each other based on the text they are reading. The steps of modelled to shared to guided to independent reading can be carefully
followed for the first two paragraphs.

While the teacher is discussing letter as a medium of communication, after reading the first 2-3 pages the teacher can show children a few
examples of postcard and inland letters.
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Activity 2: Writing a letter and creating stamps!

The teacher will also show samples of written letters.

Teacher’s instruction: The teacher will help the children understand the differences between the different kinds of letters. For example,
postcards and inland letters are for domestic communication, or communication within the country and airmail envelopes are for international
communication. In the post office there are different post boxes for different letters.

Hoaw. are yow deimg? Hane youh sumvmer halidays. started? Your Ghammy amd, §
wene uery bad, te Rearthat this year youw will net be abile to come to Xolhata, to
visit wy. We had, made plams. tetake you te the Alipun Zos, Victshia, Memehial,
the Pametariwm and, beat-ride at Heeghly. § understamd, that yeur paremts
are hanimg a busy schedule im their heapectineg sffices amd, could, met, take
teanen., therefone.

But the gesd, meavs. o that we Rane decided, to come te you instead! We camnst
posaibily, spemd, the entire swmmen witheut Aamimg fun with yeu! We hane
beard that, Bemgalurw is Ramimg o, mere pleasamt weather tham Kelkata, night
nonw, We hope that, stays. We cam go te the Bamvnerghatta, Zos imstead, of the
Al Zos amd, ds seme sthansberry picking tegether im the neanby stharvberry,
farma.. Cam yow make o list of what else we cam dotegether during the swmmen
vacation?

Back side

We are coming te Bemgalwiuw tus
weeks later, et me mors. what
you wish to Aave from Kelkata.
Your, Grammy, and, & are very
oxcited te oo yow againt We hane
stanted, packing eur fags. You
maty quickly tuy to finish, your
holiday, Aememwerk in  the
meamtime. Pease gine s bone to
youwh, father amd, mether.
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Task instruction:

Step 3: Write the details of your letter in the template given to you.

Step 1: Read ‘Daadu’s letter’ carefully. Point out all the important parts of the letter and the information that need to go into it.
Step 2: Think of a letter that you wish to write to your classmates or other friends/ grandparents/ parents/ sister/ brother and so on.




Teacher’s instruction: Now the teacher will first make the children practice the template of a letter- what all need to go in a letter. The following
table should be given to every child to first write down the details that go in a letter.
After that s/he will ask children to find out the pin codes of any five villages/ cities (their choice) from different states and share with their friends.

To
(Who are you addressing the letter to.
E.g. Dear Naani)

Date
(The day when you are writing the letter.
E.g. 6" April 2026)

Message

(What is this letter about. E.g. The recent
picnic | had with my friends. This is
optional, may not go in every letter)

From

(Your name or the name in which the
recipient would call you. E.g. From,
Gudiya)

Recipient’s address Official name of the recipient:
(To, Mr. Adil Hussain)

House no./ Block no./ Flat No.:
(Block A, Flat 504)

Building No. or Building name:
(Daffodils Apartment)

Street name and locality:
(Genelia Road, Columbus Colony, Lohiagunj)

City name and State name:
(Durgapur, West Bengal)

Pincode:
(713201)




Note to the Teacher

Encourage students to wnite letters to each other i pairs or
cyclically in groups of threes, so that all students both send and
receive letters. The idea 19 that the students experience leter

writing, and the joy of sending and receming letters, Explain
to the students about the importance of togetherness and
communication.

Teacher’s instruction: The teacher will encourage the children
to write letters as given in the chapter task. S/he can also
encourage children to write a letter to one of their near and dear
ones. It could be a parent, grandparent, sibling, a friend or
someone else. S/he will give one template to every child. Please
ask the children to write on both sides of the letter.

Then s/he can take students on a field trip to a post office, as
given in Activity 1 of the textbook chapter to explore various tasks
undertaken in the place and try to understand the process of
sending a postcard to another part of the country. The children
will see a few stamps if possible and try to learn why stamps are
important. They can see different stamps for different charges
and how the charges vary from place to place etc.

Both the teacher and the students can interact with the officials/
staff in the post office to learn new things about letters.

The teacher may also help the children to post a few letters in the
letterbox after putting the required stamps.

State 1:

Pincode:

State 2:

Pincode::

State 4T

Pincode:

State 5:
Pincode::







Teacher’s instruction: The teacher will show a small collection of stamps to the children. There has been a wide range of stamps issued and
used across times in our country. Some are interesting, some are special in many ways. A small sample of stamps given here depicts important
leaders and personalities in our country including some of the most eminent women. There are a few stamps that show world famous
monuments built in India.
The teacher can then pair up the children and ask each pair to create a stamp of their own. Then they can write a small note on how they made
the stamp. The writing can be based on the following points

- Why did we choose this subject/object for our stamp (a person/ an animal/ a monument/ any other thing)

- Materials we used to make the stamp

- Share of responsibilities between the partners and

- The step-by-step process of making the stamp
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Task instruction: Study the stamps very carefully. Have you ever seen a stamp in your home? Also recall the stamps that you have seen in the
post office during your visit.

Please note down the importantinformation printed on a stamp like the charges and the name of the country, name of the monument/ personality
etc.

With your partner can you make a stamp of your own? It can feature anything from an animal to landform or a personality or even an artform.
Whatever you think of should represent your country.

Once you develop the stamp, please think well and respond to the questions given in the template together.




Why did we choose this subject for our stamp (a person/ an animal/ a monument/ any other
things):

Materials we used to make the stamp:

Share of responsibilities between the partners:

The step-by-step process of making the stamp:

Made by: (write your names)
Our Stamp! Partner 1 Partner 2

Poatuaqupbmw: There are already many activities given in the chapter related to exploring a neighborhood including creation of neighbourhood
maps. However, giving a direction can be very different from reading a map. For example, giving direction of the nearest post office may not include
words like north, south, east, west and so on. We usually do not give instructions like “Go 5 meters to the northwest and then 7 metres to the south...”.
Road directions are given in terms of words like ‘right’, ‘left’, ‘straight’, ‘u turn’, ‘round about’ etc. Children who have experience of listening to direction
and location apps like Google Maps can also share in the discussion. Through this activity the teacher may help the children to give directions based
on a simple 2D map of a neighbourhood.
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Teacher’s instruction: The teacher can show this map and say “This is Mili’s neighbourhood. This house (My House) is Mili’s house. This is a
neighbourhood map drawn by Mili herself. Can you tell me what are the places you can find in Mili’s neighbourhood?”

Let the children identify all the places. They can also talk about the places that they see in their neighbourhood; whether they match or do not
match with the places they see in Mili’s neighbourhood.

Then the teacher will say “Now looking at this map can we give direction to someone willing to go from place to another in Mili’s neighbourhood?
For example, if Mili’s father has to go to the grocery store how shall | give him the direction?

The direction: Once you come out of the house walk straight till you cross Repose Clinic and reach Arshi’s house. Take a right turn from there
and you will see the Star Saloon to your left and the small park with a slide to your right. Then again take a right just the way the road itself has
bent. Then walk straight for a little while and you will reach the grocery store. It will be on your right.”

The teacher may start with simple direction and see of the children are able to follow the directions and change of directions. S/he should give
ample opportunities to children to explore, share and speak. Only then s/he will be able to understand the misconceptions or the gaps in
children’s understanding.

It would be interesting to make an oversized printout of the map, place it on the floor and make the children walk on the map to understand the
directions.

Then the teacher will make small groups of 3-4 children and give one copy of Mili’s Neighbourhood map and a ‘give Direction’ template in every
group. Each group has to discuss and write how to give the direction for the places mentioned in the template. It is not compulsory to right all
the directions given in the template. Each group may attempt 2-3.

The teacher shall roam around the class and provide support to all the groups whenever and wherever required.

Children may not be accurate in giving directions as it is not an easy task to give and understand directions on a 2D map. The main purpose of
the activity is for the children to think about the directions and try to articulate the same.

Once the group activity of giving directions gets over the students may end with drawing a similar map of their own respective neighbourhoods
with the places they listed in the first activity during the pre-reading phase. This is an individual task. Teacher need not check the accuracy of the
map. This can be a feel-good task for the children.

Task instruction:

- Study Mili’'s neighbourhood map very carefully. Discuss amongst yourselves and right down the directions for the places within Mili’s
neighbourhood as given in the template.

- Carefully think about and use the ‘giving direction words’ like take a right turn, take a left turn, go straight and so on.

- Two examples of giving directions are given in the template for your reference.

- Fillup as many directions as you can.




GIVE DIRECTIONS!

Mili's house to Post
Office

Come out of the house and walk straight till you cross Repose Clinic and Arshi’s house. Walk straight for a
few steps and the post office will be on your left.

Mili's house to
Grocery Store

Once you come out of the house, walk straight till you cross Repose Clinic and reach Arshi’s house. Take a
right turn from there and you will see the Star Saloon to your left and the small park with a slide on your
right. Then again take a right turn just the way the road itself has bent. Then walk straight for a little while
and you will reach the grocery store. It will be on your right.

Mili's house to
Star Saloon

Arshi's house to
Kinder Park

Neru Bakery to
Macy Departmental
Store

Fire Station to
Repose Clinic




Take a printout!

Monw. ahe youdoimg? Hane your, summer halidags, started? Your Grammy, amd,
wehe ey dad to Rean that this yean yau will nat be afle to come ts Yolkata to
wibit, wh. We had made plams to take you to the Alipun Zos, Victshia, Memehial,
the Mametahism and, fsat-ride ot Hoaghly. § understand, that youn panenty
ae Rawimg o bussy schedile i their, respectine sffices and could, mot, take
leanen, therefore.

But the gesd, meus, i that we Rane, decided, to come to you instead) We cannat
possifily vpend, the entire summen without, hanimg fum with ysu! We hane
Reard, that, Bemgalur i hanimg o mere pleasant weathen tham olkata hight
nots W hope that staus. We cam go to the Bammerghatte, Zos instead of the
Abigun,Zoo and, da same sthanubiervy pioking tagethenim the meanby sthansberny
fahmy. Camvyouw make o, Gist of what else we can do tagethen durimg the swmme
vacation?

W, ahe, coming to Bemgabinas tus
weekd later Lt me dman. what
yow wish to e from Yelkata,
Your, Ghammy amd { ahe vey
eeited to bew you againd We Rane
vanted, packing own fagh. You
maty quichlly tuy to finish. your
Rolidoy ~ Romenwork i the

meamtime. Mease gine sk lone to

youn father amd, mether,
dee you beon
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