Reading and Writing Activities
Grade 7

Unit 1: Learning Together
Chapter: The Day the River Spoke

/Note to the Teacher \

This activity introduces learners to find evidences from the text. This helps
students understand character motivation and build interpretive reading
skills. Teachers may also introduce the idea of round and flat characters: a
round character shows different qualities and develops during the story, while

a flat character has only one or two clear traits. Encourage students to think
about Jahnavi’s character, elicit responses with the evidences and examples
from the text.

Introduce the concept of personification here. Students may discuss how
kthis literary device makes the narrative more engaging. /

Activity 1. Character Understanding

A. Character Analysis — Jahnavi

Students find one action or dialogue from the story that shows Jahnavi’s
courage or curiosity.

What Jahnavi Says/Does What It Reveals About Her
Write three words to describe Jahnauvi.

Teacher can also ask students to read the original text The Day the river
spoke as an extended reading task

https:/ /www.arvindguptatoys.com/arvindgupta/nbt-e-river-spoke
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B. The River as a Character

R;V@R Dialogue of the River
@ N

\_ —/

Human Qualities Shown

4 )

\. )

PERSONIFICATION

C. Why do you think the author makes the river speak?

Activity 2. Text Connections

-

Note to the Teacher \
This activity develops interpretive comprehension by helping students
connect the text with their personal experiences, other texts they have read,
and real-world situations. Teachers may encourage discussion and allow
students to share diverse perspectives. Teachers are free to add more
situations or prompts to make the activity more relevant to their classroom

kcontext. /
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Text-Text Text-Self Text-World
Can you think of What kind of challenge Why is education
another story with a | have you faced while important for all?
similar theme trying to achieve
something?

Activity 3: Boats of India

-

Note to the Teacher

learning and writing short informational sentences.

N

This activity encourages students to read an expository text, while students
read about the boats of India, they explore regional knowledge and share their
findings. Here teacher can ask students to predict from the title and ask
students to talk about the purpose and audience of such a text. Teacher can
briefly introduce the concept of an ‘abstract’ as a type of text which is usually
written as a brief summary for a research study. This supports contextual

~

/
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A. Read this excerpt on Indian Boats.
https://drs.nio.res.in/drs/bitstream/handle/2264/4922/Man_Environ 40 80a.pdf

A study of Traditional Boats and Navigational History of Odisha,
East coast of India

Sila Tripati

Marine Archaeology Centre

CSIR- National Institute of Oceanography
Dona Paula, Goa 403 004

Email: sila@nio.org

Abstract

It is generally believed that there were seafarers before there were farmers and potters. Man must
have used some kind of craft to cross the rivers, seas, bays for collection of food during prehistoric
time onwards if not earlier. With regard to the earliest voyages, it is believed that these were made
around 60,000 years ago when the sea level was lower and people would have used floats or rafts
for the purpose. After many centuries different types of traditional boats were constructed and used
for maritime trade, fishing, warfare, etc. Indian epics and regional literature mention different types
of vessels and their use and the vessels used in the seas, rivers and lakes are different in their
construction, shape and size. Like other littoral states of India, references to a good number of
traditional boats of Odisha are found in the contemporary literature namely Pota (dug out), Nauka,
Bhela, Chapa and Padhua. There are some traditional boats, for instance teppa, padhua, nauka and
patia, which are still in use and built along the Odisha Coast. The present paper details construction
techniques of traditional boats of Odisha, their usages, difference between the traditional boats of

Odisha and those on other parts of the east coast of India and navigational technology.

Read the excerpt about traditional boats of Odisha and explore the
information in the text. Find the answers to the following:

1. How did humans first begin to venture into the sea?

2. What are some of the reasons why people used traditional boats in the
past?

3. Find any of the traditional boats mentioned in the text.
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Boats, of Indin,

S*uden*s read H)e Ipamzmlph in ‘/’he S*OI"_(j where 'Hle river '/'ﬂ//?s abOM‘)L shilps amd bOﬂ'/'S.

Research the fo”owing oats.

Canoe
Where you see this boat:
One Interesting Fact:

Shikara

Where you see this boat:
One Interesting Fact:

Kettuvallam

Where you see this boat:
One Interesting Fact:

——
Catamaran
Where you see this boat:

One Interesting Fact:

i

Houseboat

Where you see this boat:
One Interesting Fact:

Fishing Dhoni

Where you see this boat:
One Interesting Fact:

Write 3 sentences describing the boat you would like to travel in and why.
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Activity 4. River’s Language Joke Corner

Note to the Teacher
This activity introduces wordplay and multiple meanings in a fun way. It

helps students recognize that language can be playful while strengthening
vocabulary awareness.

River’s Language Joke Corner

Read the joke

Student: "Because it always
follows its course!”

Teacher: "Class, why did
the river never get lost?" &

Think and Write
1. What does the word course mean in this joke?
2. Can you think of another meaning of the word?
Word Meaning 1 Meaning 2
Course

Create Your Own Joke

Make a short joke using words from the story: river, school, moon, fish, See
the example given below:

o Clownfish: “Why are we going
O\ to this school under the sea?”

s i

Student Clownfish: "Because
I wanted to improve my
CURRENT knowledge!”

Undersea Class of knowledge

6|Page




THINK ABOUT YOUR
THINKING

After their answer, students complete the given prompts:

What part of the text helped you write your answer?
(Write a word, phrase, or sentence from the passage.)

What strategy did you use while reading?

0 I looked for key words

0l connected it to something | already knew
0 I reread a difficult sentence

o limagined the situation

0 Something else:

How did your thinking change after reading the passage?
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One thing I will appreciate more after

reading this text is.....
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