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Reading and Writing Activities 

Grade 7 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Activity 1. Character Understanding 

A. Character Analysis – Jahnavi 

Students find one action or dialogue from the story that shows Jahnavi’s 
courage or curiosity.  
 

What Jahnavi Says/Does What It Reveals About Her 

Write three words to describe Jahnavi. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Unit 1: Learning Together 

Chapter: The Day the River Spoke  

 Note to the Teacher 
This activity introduces learners to find evidences from the text. This helps 
students understand character motivation and build interpretive reading 
skills. Teachers may also introduce the idea of round and flat characters: a 
round character shows different qualities and develops during the story, while 
a flat character has only one or two clear traits. Encourage students to think 
about Jahnavi’s character, elicit responses with the evidences and examples 
from the text. 
Introduce the concept of personification here. Students may discuss how 
this literary device makes the narrative more engaging. 

Teacher can also ask students to read the original text The Day the river 

spoke as an extended reading task 

https://www.arvindguptatoys.com/arvindgupta/nbt-e-river-spoke 

 

https://www.arvindguptatoys.com/arvindgupta/nbt-e-river-spoke
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B. The River as a Character 

 

C. Why do you think the author makes the river speak? 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2. Text Connections 

 

 

 

 

Note to the Teacher 
This activity develops interpretive comprehension by helping students 
connect the text with their personal experiences, other texts they have read, 
and real-world situations. Teachers may encourage discussion and allow 
students to share diverse perspectives. Teachers are free to add more 
situations or prompts to make the activity more relevant to their classroom 
context. 
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Activity 3: Boats of India 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text–Text Text–Self Text–World 

Can you think of 
another story with a 
similar theme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What kind of challenge 
have you faced while 
trying to achieve 
something? 
 
 
 
  

Why is education 
important for all? 

Note to the Teacher 
This activity encourages students to read an expository text, while students 
read about the boats of India, they explore regional knowledge and share their 
findings. Here teacher can ask students to predict from the title and ask 
students to talk about the purpose and audience of such a text. Teacher can 
briefly introduce the concept of an ‘abstract’ as a type of text which is usually 
written as a brief summary for a research study. This supports contextual 
learning and writing short informational sentences. 
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A. Read this excerpt on Indian Boats. 
https://drs.nio.res.in/drs/bitstream/handle/2264/4922/Man_Environ_40_80a.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the excerpt about traditional boats of Odisha and explore the 

information in the text. Find the answers to the following: 

1. How did humans first begin to venture into the sea? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are some of the reasons why people used traditional boats in the 
past? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Find any of the traditional boats mentioned in the text. 

       _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://drs.nio.res.in/drs/bitstream/handle/2264/4922/Man_Environ_40_80a.pdf
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Activity 4.  River’s Language Joke Corner 🎉   
 

 

 

 

River’s Language Joke Corner               

Read the joke 
 

 
 
Think and Write 

1. What does the word course mean in this joke?  
2. Can you think of another meaning of the word? 

Word Meaning 1 Meaning 2 

Course 
  

Create Your Own Joke 
Make a short joke using words from the story: river, school, moon, fish, See 
the example given below: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note to the Teacher 

This activity introduces wordplay and multiple meanings in a fun way. It 

helps students recognize that language can be playful while strengthening 
vocabulary awareness. 
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