Prison Agriculture

In Maharashtra state, 29 prisons have 819.58 hectares land area, out of
which 327.23 hectares area (39.92%) is agricultural land. Of the available
agricultural land, nearly 57% i.e. 186.52 hectares land is under irrigation, while
remaining 140.71 hectares land is rainfed. Trees like teak, bamboo, tamarind,
mango, banayan, pimple, jamun, karanj, neem, rain tree etc. are planted in the
forest area. Area under forest tree plantation is 180.77 hectares and 80.91
hectares is barren land. The non-agricultural land measuring to 230.67 hectares
is for Prisons, Office buildings, officers/staff quarters, internal roads,
playgrounds etc.

On the Agricultural land of prisons, daily-required fruits, leafy vegetables
and food grains such as paddy, wheat, sorghum, tur, soybean, etc. are produced
in Kharif, Rabi and Summer seasons. Dairy and fishery are also developed in
some of the Jails. Sugarcane crop is grown in Visapur, Kolhapur and Paithan
jail. During the year 2017-18, in all 815 male prisoners and 35 female prisoners
were engaged in agricultural work daily.

In Yerawada Open District Jail, Tissue culture banana variety viz. G-9
are on 2 acres of land. In Paithan, Yerawada open jail and Buldhana jail, seed
production programme of Wheat, Jawar, Soyabean and Pigeon pea was
undertaken successfully with the help of Maharashtra State Seed Corporation
(MAHABUJ), during Kharif and Rabi season.

In the year 2017-18, income generated from agriculture in prisons was Rs.
3.86 crores, as against the expenditure of Rs. 2.27 crores, resulting in net profit
of Rs.1.59 crores. On the basis of income generated from the agriculture during
the year 2017-18, the efforts taken by Paithan & Visapur Open Jail were worth
noteworthy.

In order to provide income to prisoners through self employment and gain
experience besides fruits, vegetables and food grains production, the Jails have
developed nurseries as an agricultural allied activity. In few Jails, activities like
fisheries, vermi-compost etc. are implemented as additional income sources.
Mushroom production Project of worth Rs. 20Lakhs is implemented at
Yerawada jail with the help of Agricultural Department through National
Horticultural Mission (NHM). Mushroom production projected capacity will be
12 to 15 Mts. per annum.

With the joint venture of Muncipal Corporation Pune and Jail authorities,
a Biogas Plant of worth Rs. 90lakhs is also implemented at Yerwada Central
Prison. Bio-gas unit will generate 140 Kg. Gas per day, which will save approx.
Rs. 3 Lac per month. Extracted slurry of this unit will be utilized as organic
manure.



Recently units of Goat Farming have been started at Yerwada, Visapur &
Atapadi, Paithan, Nashikroad, Morshi, Gadchiroli Open Prison & in Bhandara,
Buldhana Dist . Jail.

In 2007-08, from the funds of National Board for Medicinal and Aromatic
Plants was brought under Sita Ashok medicinal plantation Similarly, in 2008-
09, and during month of August 2011, massive plantation of chandan trees was
under taken in 10 jails. For maintenance and security purpose, the plantation
was carried out inside the compound walls of the jail.

Under Farm Mechanization Scheme for Jails Administrative approval of
Rs. 30.40 Lacs received and utilized for purchase of Tractor and equipments for
agricultural land in jail.

Agriculture is being mainly used as a method to reform & rehabilitate
convicts. Besides keeping them gainfully employed during their confinement,
convicts gain knowledge & experience which they can use once they get
released.

Prison Agriculture Production (Rs. Cr.)

Sr.No. | Financial Year Amount of Expenditure Profit
Produce
1. 2009-10 1.78 0.70 1.08
2. 2010-11 1.72 0.91 0.81
3. 2011-12 1.78 1.15 0.63
4, 2012-13 2.17 1.07 1.10
5. 2013-14 2.54 1.14 1.40
6. 2014-15 3.34 1.63 1.71
7. 2015-16 3.64 1.60 2.04
8. 2016-17 3.48 1.73 1.75
9. 2017-18 3.86 2.27 1.59

Note :- Wages rates increased since Sept. 2010 & Aug. 2014,Aug 2017
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