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Report on EVM and VVPAT FLC Workshop

A special workshop on First Level Checking (FLC) of EVMs and VVPATs was organized on 11 September
2026 at the Circuit House Auditorium, Varanasi, under the chairmanship of Manish Garg, Senior Deputy
Election Commissioner, Election Commission of India.

The workshop was attended by Navdeep Rinwa, Chief Electoral Officer, Uttar Pradesh; Akhand Pratap
Singh, Additional Chief Electoral Officer, Uttar Pradesh; B.C. Patra, Principal Secretary, Election
Commission of India; Amit Singh, Deputy Chief Electoral Officer, Uttar Pradesh; and Rakesh Kumar,
Under Secretary, Election Commission of India, along with other senior officials. District Election
Officers, Deputy District Election Officers and FLC Supervisors from 21 districts of Uttar Pradesh also
participated in the workshop.

The participants were provided training on the technical and administrative procedures of FLC, security
measures related to EVMs and VVPATs, and compliance with the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
prescribed by the Election Commission of India. BEL experts Ravi Ranjan, Rahul Kushwaha and Rama
Menon Kumar D provided detailed information on the technical structure, security features and
operation of EVMs and VVPATSs, along with a practical demonstration of the FLC process.

Special emphasis was laid on informing all political parties in advance and ensuring the presence of
their representatives at every stage of the FLC process. The officials were directed to ensure strict
compliance with all prescribed protocols and guidelines so that the FLC process is conducted in a
transparent and systematic manner. The training concluded with an assessment of the participants and
a doubt-clearing session to address their queries.

Under the leadership of SIO Shri Amit Bhargava and ASIO Shri Rajendra Gupta, the NIC Varanasi District
team, headed by Shri Avinash Sharma (DIO, Varanasi), provided seamless ICT and network support
throughout the event. The team’s prompt and efficient technical assistance contributed to the smooth
conduct of the workshop and was appreciated by the District Administration.




