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UP uses facial recognition sys
in nagar panchayat bypolls

TR’ § Garad gd 3
CRRT woff qiféan R e

Arvind.Chauhan A ﬁah:l ﬂ ﬁ ﬁ i ﬁﬂlﬂ’
@timesofindia.com T, ﬁ?lﬂliaﬂlal aiﬁlaal
STTRUT @ JES : g
T e e A P T M SN
Lucknow: To strengthen 3pdt Ofie 7 g o AT T oy Fatert amam &
transparency and curb imper- gﬁ;hgwa?“ Tl amsaﬁ § mmaﬁaﬂﬁaﬁ;ﬁm
ioni | 319 | A a3 S I
sonat.mn in pol[s, the UP State R YR 7 o e B m i
Election Commission introdu- T @i it weRm darr e IR 3 3 FIERA WR
ced the facial recognition sy- e & e Wb gEb fw P~ ——— <o & TR ) we) A
stem in local body elections on grm ¥ R R @ RTAEREN N e A
Tuesday. ' foren’ (o) awaren J W 3 T 31 P Y
44 o s : . ; fRER A TR S R RIS AM Y 0w e e
This is the first time in In- ~ UP pioneers tech-driven elections RS 3R T B T o vk e ) 2 el ;‘; R
dia that such technology is be-  with facial recognition system A W At e A gy o o v W o 349 8 e SRR iR
ing tested as a pilot project du- pilot in nagar panchayat by-polls ﬁ g{g gﬂ“;{amﬁ; T o e R R AIE e TR
nagar panchiing bypolls for the A fereet e e 21 S ¥, Ed ok rhi G Bl S TG oY
Katra (Shahjahanpur) and the 50,257 voters. Drawing from the o1 Pk e Al O ol dEa Bl aels py | LSRN ;g?amﬁﬁng
Fazilnagar nagar panchayatin dataand field insights, the SEC fifE 3 G 5 36 AT ¥ IR § W Fear s zml R

Kushinagaar, marking a land-
mark moment in the states
election management process.

intends to implement an en-
hanced version of the system
across nearly 2.2 lakh polling
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Facial Recognition System to Curb the duplicate voting
was implemented as pilot in Nagar Panchayat By-polls
of Uttar Pradesh
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The Uttar Pradesh State Election Commission has launched a pilot Facial Recognition System
(FRS) during Nagar Panchayat by-elections in Katra (Shahjahanpur) and Fazilnagar (Kushinagar),
marking the first such deployment in local body polls. The initiative aims to strengthen electoral
transparency, prevent voter impersonation, and curb duplicate voting.

Under the pilot, the system was deployed across 55 polling booths covering nearly 50,000
registered voters. When a voter arrives at a polling station, the application captures the voter’s
photograph and matches it in real time with booth-level and central voter databases. If
duplicate voting is detected, the system immediately flags the attempt and displays details of
the earlier vote, including timestamp and location.

The technology driven solution was architects and implemented under the able guidance of Sri
Ashesh Agarwal DDG & SIO NIC UP with the continuous technical supervision by Sri Shailesh
Srivastava,Senior Director(IT) & HoD, NIC Uttar Pradesh




The system uses Al-based image detection and facial recognition technology to identify and
verify voters during polling. Its primary objective is to digitally capture voters’ images in real
time and eliminate the possibility of duplicate, impersonation, or repeated voting.

Under the system, photographs of voters are captured at polling booths and instantly matched
with records available at both the local booth and central server. If a voter attempts to cast a
vote more than once, the system immediately flags the case and provides visual evidence with
timestamps for verification by election officials.

Election officials reported that the app completed the verification in approximately 20-45
seconds and it helped to operate as a digital monitoring dashboard during polling. In pilot run
system successfully distinguished between “re-attempt voting” and “tender voting,” ensuring
that genuine voters are not denied their voting rights while fraudulent attempts are detected
promptly. It was also noted that the system records cases of “refused voters” — individuals
whose photographs are captured but who choose not to vote — thereby preventing misuse
later in the polling process.

Hon’ble State Election Commissioner appraised the role of NIC UP and states that the pilot has
shown promising results, with a very low probability of mismatches. Data collected during the
trial phase will now be analysed to improve the efficiency and scalability of the system before
wider implementation in future local body elections.

If implemented on a larger scale, the Facial Recognition System could emerge as an important
tool in strengthening election management and curbing electoral malpractices in local body
elections across the state.




