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Message from the

Hon'ble Governor, Bihar

Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd)

PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, SM, VSM & Bar (Retd)

nowledge has always been Bihar's greatest gift to

India and to the world. Long before knowledge

became recognised as an instrument of national

power, this land nurtured traditions of learning,

enquiry and debate that transcended geography
and generations. Nalanda, Vikramshila, Vaishali and Bodh Gaya
remind us that ideas have the power to outlive kingdoms and shape
civilizations.

Pragya Bihar seeks to draw inspiration from that enduring legacy.

This publication was conceived not merely as a magazine, but as a
platform where scholarship, public policy, history, science,
governance and culture converge. Its purpose is simple yet
ambitious—to stimulate informed thinking, encourage
meaningful dialogue and showcase the intellectual vitality of Bihar.

The present issue continues that endeavour through carefully
researched and thought-provoking contributions. Yet every mean-
ingful institution must evolve. Knowledge is not static; it grows
through participation, debate and the constant exchange of ideas.

In the coming months, Pragya Bihar will gradually expand its
horizons. While preserving its scholarly character, it will

increasingly become a forum for a wider community of
contributors— academics, researchers, administrators,
professionals, innovators, students and distinguished Biharis
across the world. Alongside analytical articles, readers will find
reflections on contemporary developments, notable achievements,
significant initiatives within our universities and institutions, and
stories that capture the changing aspirations of Bihar.

Our objective is not merely to record events, but to interpret them;
not merely to preserve knowledge, but to create it; not merely to
celebrate Bihar's glorious past, but to participate in shaping its
future.

I invite scholars, institutions and thoughtful citizens to regard
Pragya Bihar as their own journal—a forum where ideas are
examined with intellectual rigour, mutual respect and an abiding
commitment to the public good.

If Bihar once illuminated Asia through the power of knowledge,
there is no reason why it cannot once again become a beacon of
learning, innovation and enlightened public discourse. May Pragya
Bihar contribute, in its own modest yet meaningful way, to that
larger journey.
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Notes from the Chief Editor

Dipak Kumar Singh, IAS

Additional Chief Secretary to Hon'ble Governor of Bihar

t gives me immense pleasure to present Pragya Bihar to the
esteemed readers. It is partly an act of afterthought and
partly anact of faith. The original idea was to conceptualise
and present a magazine, encapsulating the activities of the
Bihar Lok Bhawan and a few articles meant for the general
readers. But given that magazine is essentially a transient affair and
carries a sense of levity about itself and encouraged by the Hon'ble
Governor, we stumbled upon the idea of some sort of journal- not
the typical, dense, technical and jargonised journal but something
like a hybrid between a magazine and a journal- less of a magazine
and more of a journal. An act of faith as we hope that it becomes
better and more inclusive with the passage of time and is able to
engage scholars from the academia as also the general readers.

As the Hon'ble Governor is the Chancellor of the state
Universities, it is incumbent upon the Lok Bhawan to foster a
culture of dialogue and debate, reflection and interaction,
deliberations and alternative views. At a time when books are
increasingly going out of fashion, span of attention is on the wane
and readers seem to have deserted magazines and serious journals,
it becomes imperative for the Lok Bhawan to undertake such a
venture. Unencumbered by the factor of viability, dedicated to
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excellence and committed to making it the voice of scholarship, we
at Lok Bhawan sincerely believe that Pragya Bihar will be able to be
an effective voice of prolific polyphony.

The maiden issue of the journal covers eclectic and interesting
contributions- ranging from Mathematics to Economics, literature
to popular culture, History to Art and a few Bihar-specific issues
like Gangetic Dolphins and labour and unemployment in Bihar. I
must express my gratitude to all the contributiors who- despite the
constraints of time- kept their promise and sent their
contributions.

In our efforts, we have been encouraged and guided by the H.E.
Governor. He himselfis a prolific writer and writes regularly for the
national dailies on issues that matter for the nation including Geo-
Politics, national security and foreign policy. His article titled '
Nalanda Approach' which figures in this issue- eloquently argues
how Nalanda University with its sense of inclusiveness, excellence,
distinction and sense of possibility could be a template for the
present- not in any revivalistic sense but in very progressive ways.

We look forward to being enriched by your incisive views,
informed opinions and genuine feedback on thisissue.



From the desk of Editor

Sanjay Kumar, IAS

Additional Secretary, Bihar Lok Bhavan

creative venture seeking to straddle the domains

of both a magazine and a journal but leaning

towards the latter is bound to induce ambiguities,

raise hackles and exasperate puritans. Be that as it

may, we hope that this maiden issue of Pragya
Bihar' succeeds in engaging the readers who could always interact
with us to make it a better version of itself.

The first issue seeks to cover an eclectic range of issues. Lt Gen
Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd), Hon'ble Governor, Bihar in his essay "The
Nalanda Approach' makes an eloquent case for leveraging the sense
of civilizational affinity and continuity- not in any revivalistic or
triumphalist sense but in advancing the cause of osmosis and
symbiosis of knowledge. Dr. Sudhanshu Kumar carries the process
forward and discusses different dimensions of the knowledge
economy and how business can't remain and go on as usual.

"The Mathematics of Waiting' by Dr. Vipul Snehi is an
interesting article exploring the relationship between mathematics,
psychology, public management of crowd, governance and other
related aspects. The writing and reconstruction of History- with
historians located in the present and dealing uncertainly with often
fragmentary sources from past- has always been a contentious
issue. Prof. Ratneshwar Mishra takes a close look at some of these
issues and particularly the responsibility of historians. Alakh N.
Sharma deals with education, employment and policy priorities
especially in the context of Bihar's youth.

B. Rajender, a serving IAS Officer, dwells upon the system of

governance and how a strong moral quotient is indispensable to it.

Dr. Swati Kumari in 'Reels, Capitalism, and the Rewired Psyche'
engages herself with the ubiquity of reels, its commodification and
how it amounts to digital re-colonization. An essay on Salman
Rushdie and his storytelling also finds a place in the journal. From
literature to Urban Geography and here Dr. Rash Bihari Prasad
Singh suggests ways to make urban conglomerates sustainable.
Gangetic Dolphins- at the receiving end of increased commercial
activities in the Ganges- receive an empathetic understanding from
Dr. Gopal Sharma.

In the context of how to make academic writing publishable,
Pushpendra enlivens standard practices with his personal insights.
Dr. Rakhi Kumari, Principal, Art and Craft College, Patna is
eminently qualified to write a piece on the Mithila wall painting
tradition and its interface with environment. The issue-apart from
academic writing-also highlights the activities of and events held at
the Bihar Lok Bhawan. The transition from Raj Bhawan to Lok
Bhawan is a statement of significant democratic import and this
aspect has been ably highlighted by D.N. Sudhanshu, Public
Relation Officer at the Bihar Lok Bhawan.

This maiden issue is as much about hope as anxiety, as much
about anticipation as apprehension. Each quarter, we will strive to
engage scholars from different domains to dwell upon issues that
matter and in a style that is engaging and interactive. It is for the
esteemed readers to decide its worth or otherwise and how it could
be improved. Needless to say, while awaiting feedback and
reactions, we are alive to the possibility of inadvertent errors having
creptin. The responsibility for errors remains mine.
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THE NALANDA
APPROACH

INDIA'S CIVILISATIONAL PATHWAY
TO THE GLOBAL SOUTH

Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd)

Hon'ble Governor, Bihar

India's rise in the twenty-first century is often discussed through the frameworks of
economics, technology, military capability and geopolitics. These are important markers
of national power. Yet, one of the most enduring dimensions of India's emergence lies
elsewhere — in civilisation, culture and intellectual heritage. As the world enters an era
increasingly shaped by competing narratives and strategic alignments, India possesses
a unique advantage: the depth and continuity of its civilisational experience.

he revival of Nalanda is not merely the reconstruction

of an ancient university. Nor should it be viewed only

as a heritage initiative or a tourism project. Properly

understood, it represents the re-emergence of an

Indian civilisational framework through which India
can engage the Global South, ASEAN, East Asia and large parts of
the Indo-Pacific world.

Historically, Nalanda represented one of humanity's earliest
transnational knowledge ecosystems. Scholars travelled from
across Asia to study philosophy, medicine, astronomy, linguistics,
governance and ethics. Nalanda connected India to the world
through ideas rather than conquest, scholarship rather than
coercion, and dialogue rather than domination. That distinction
remains profoundly relevant today.
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Across centuries, India's engagement with Asia travelled
through monks, scholars, universities and intellectual exchange.
Buddhism became the single most influential carrier of Indian
civilisation across South Asia, Southeast Asia, East Asia and parts
of Central Asia. Yet what travelled outward from India was not
religion alone. It carried ethical frameworks, philosophical
traditions, systems of debate, linguistic influence and modes of
intellectual inquiry.

The geographical and spiritual core of much of this
civilisational movement lies in Bihar — a state I have the privilege
to serve as Governor, and one whose historical inheritance carries
significance far beyond its boundaries.




Nalanda, Bodh Gaya, Rajgir, Vaishali and Vikramshila together
form what may be described as aliving civilisational geography —a
“Nalanda Corridor”. This is not merely a collection of monuments
or pilgrimage sites. It is an interconnected intellectual and cultural
space linking India with large parts of Asia through shared
historical memory. The strategic implications of this are
substantial, although they are often insufficiently appreciated.

The modern world is witnessing an increasing contest over
narratives, legitimacy and cultural influence. Nations are
rediscovering heritage not only as a matter of identity, but also as a
source of long-term geopolitical relevance. In such an
environment, India possesses an extraordinary reservoir of
credibility because it remains the original source of one of the
world's great ethical and philosophical traditions.

India's soft power therefore does not arise from projection
alone. It arises from authenticity. Countries across the Buddhist
world continue to look towards Bodh Gaya and Nalanda with
reverence and emotional connection. This creates opportunities for
engagement that extend far beyond conventional diplomacy.
Heritage circuits, academic partnerships, cultural exchanges,
manuscript preservation projects, archaeological cooperation,
youth interactions and spiritual tourism can collectively create
durable people-to-people linkages across Asia and the Global
South. The importance of all this cannot be overstated.

For many countries of Southeast Asia and the wider Indo-
Pacific, India is not a distant external power entering the region for
strategic convenience. India is already embedded within their
civilisational memory. That gives India a uniquely natural and non-
coercive basis for engagement.

Much of that historic outreach radiated from the ancient
centres of Magadh and Pataliputra in present-day Bihar. It was from
this region that some of India's most influential political,
intellectual and cultural impulses travelled across the seas. The
Gupta era, often described as India's Golden Age, helped shape a
civilisational influence and enduring connect extending deep into
Southeast Asia through trade, scholarship, language, art,
architecture and systems of thought. What emerged was not
political domination in any sense, but a broader cultural sphere
often described by historians as “Greater India”.

The enduring relevance of this history lies in the fact that India's
engagement with Asia was built through attraction rather than
coercion, and through shared cultural confidence rather than
imposed authority. The Nalanda Approach must, therefore,
become part of India's larger diplomatic and cultural imagination.

2 This does not imply revivalism in a narrow or ideological sense.

Nor should it be seen as an attempt to romanticise the past. The real
- significance of Nalanda lies in its future orientation. It represents
iR P = ; ; .
~ the possibility of combining ancient wisdom with contemporary
- relevance. This is where the role of Nalanda University becomes

~ particularlyimportant.

The new Nalanda University, established with strong
international participation and support, has the potential to
emerge as far more than an academic institution. It can become a
centre for intercultural dialogue, climate studies, peace studies,
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ethics, sustainable development and Asian intellectual
partnerships. In an era where universities increasingly shape
narratives and leadership networks, institutions like Nalanda
acquire strategic significance.

The fact that Nalanda University is a

Net Zero campus is especially
noteworthy. Located in an ecologically
sensitive Bihar, it reflects the continuity
between ancient Indian thought and
modern sustainability concerns. Long
before environmental consciousness
became a global policy imperative, Indic
traditions emphasised harmony between
humanity and nature, moderation in
consumption, and ethical restraint.

These ideas resonate deeply in a world grappling with climate
stress, social fragmentation and mental anxiety despite material
progress. The Nalanda Approach also has an important domestic
dimension. India possesses one of the youngest populations in the
world, yet modern education often produces professional
competence without civilisational rootedness. Reconnecting
young Indians with the country's intellectual traditions is therefore
nota matter of nostalgia; it is a matter of national confidence.

For too long, Bihar itself has been viewed largely through the
prism of developmental challenges, while its extraordinary
civilisational inheritance remained underemphasised. Yet few
places in the world possess such depth of intellectual and spiritual
history. Bihar once illuminated Asia through knowledge and
scholarship. The revival of Nalanda is, therefore, also the
restoration of historical self-confidence.

This matters because nations that understand and articulate
their civilisational strengths shape global conversations more
effectively. India today stands at an important inflection point.
Economic growth, technological advancement and strategic
confidence are increasingly being accompanied by a rediscovery
of civilisational identity. The challenge is to ensure that this
rediscovery remains inclusive, scholarly, outward-looking
and globally relevant. The Nalanda Approach offers precisely such
apathway.

It allows India to engage the Global South not merely through
development partnerships or strategic cooperation, but through
shared cultural memory, intellectual exchange and ethical
dialogue. It enables India to connect with ASEAN and the wider
Asian world through authenticity rather than assertion.

Most importantly, it reminds the world that India's greatest
historical influence did not arise from imperial expansion. It arose
from the power of ideas. The revival of Nalanda is therefore not a
return to the past. It is the rediscovery of India's future role in Asia
and the world.
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CONVERGING
WISDOM

KNOWLEDGE AT THE CORE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH

Dr Sudhanshu Kumar
OSD (Policy), Bihar Lok Bhavan,
Associate Professor (Economics)

Abstract: A substantial segment of economic frameworks often overemphasises
physical capital accumulation. However, persistent global disparities show that
infrastructure alone cannot guarantee sustainable growth. Modern growth
theory demonstrates that long-term prosperity relies on the deliberate creation,
diffusion, and application of knowledge. As a non-rival asset, knowledge
operates under increasing returns, elevating productivity without exhaustion.
This paradigm echoes classical Indian philosophy, which treats knowledge as
infinitely renewable and inherently transformative. Together, these frameworks
suggest that developing economies must transition from resource expansion to
the cultivation of dynamic learning ecosystems.
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“Economic growth springs from better recipes,
not just from more cooking.” - Paul M. Romer (2016)

The Imperative of the Knowledge Paradigm

A central question in development economics is why some regions
become centres of prosperity while others remain economically
stagnant despite significant public investment. Throughout much
of the twentieth century, economic development was seen mainly
as the accumulation of physical resources. Infrastructure such as
roads, irrigation systems, power plants, ports and industrial
facilities were regarded as the main drivers of growth. However,
global experience shows that infrastructure investment alone is not
sufficient to ensure sustained economic progress.

Many regions endowed with abundant natural resources
frequently continue to grapple with persistent challenges such as
unemployment, low productivity, limited industrial dynamism,
and weak total factor productivity. In contrast, economies with
comparatively modest natural resource bases have nonetheless
achieved notable prosperity. This divergence has prompted a
fundamental reconsideration within models in economics,
emphasising that sustained development depends not solely on
physical capital but also on the creation, diffusion, and effective
utilisation of knowledge.

Reflecting this paradigm shift, the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD), in its report on "The
Knowledge-Based Economy (1996)," stated that “the wealth of
nations increasingly depends on their capacity to produce,
distribute and use knowledge” In the contemporary economy,
ideas represent highly valuable productive assets. Unlike land or
machinery, knowledge increases through sharing and generates
benefits that reach well beyond its originator.

TheEvolution of Knowledge in EconomicThought

The recognition of knowledge as a critical driver of economic
development emerged gradually through successive generations of
economic thought and growth theory. As early as 1776, Adam
Smith, in The Wealth of Nations, demonstrated that productivity
gains arise not merely from an increase in the quantity of tools or
physical inputs, but also from the specialisation and division of
labour. His celebrated example of the pin factory illustrated how
the repeated performance of specialised tasks enables workers to
develop greater dexterity, expertise, and efficiency. Through
experience and task-specific learning, workers accumulate skills
and practical insights that enhance productivity. Smith thus
implicitly recognised the economic significance of accumulated
human skills and experiential knowledge as sources of productive
efficiency. Although his analysis did not explicitly engage with
contemporary concepts such as innovation systems or the
knowledge economy, it provided an early intellectual foundation
for understanding how learning, skill acquisition, and the
accumulation of expertise contribute to sustained economic
progress.

A significant advancement in growth theory came with Robert
Solow's work in the 1950s. Solow showed that economic growth
could not be fully explained by increases in labour and capital
alone. A considerable share of growth was due to improvements in
productivity and technology. This unexplained element, called the
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'Solow Residual," highlighted the central role of technological
progress in long-term development. However, a critical question
remained: What are the exact economic mechanisms that drive
technological progress?

This question was taken up more systematically by economists
such as Paul Romer and Robert Lucas in the 1980s and early 1990s
through the development of endogenous growth theory. Their
work fundamentally reshaped the understanding of economic
growth by placing knowledge, innovation, and human capital at the
centre of the growth process. Rather than treating technological
progress as an external force, endogenous growth theory
emphasised that new ideas, skills, and innovations are generated
within the economic system and can therefore become sustained
sources of productivity and long-term growth.

As Romer famously observed, “Economic growth springs from
better recipes, not just from more cooking” The analogy captures a
central insight of the theory: while material resources-the
“ingredients”- are inherently finite, knowledge- the “recipe” creates
possibilities for continually discovering new and more productive
ways of combining and using those resources. Economic progress,
therefore, depends not simply on accumulating more physical
inputs, but increasingly on a society's capacity to generate, absorb,
and apply ideas and knowledge.

Knowledge as aNon-Rival Economic Asset

To understand how knowledge drives sustained economic
expansion, we must analyse its unique microeconomic properties,
which set it apart from traditional physical assets. Paul Romer’s
breakthrough lay in identifying that knowledge possesses two
distinct economic properties: it is non-rival and partially
excludable. These are fundamentally different from physical assets.

On the other hand, traditional economic goods, whether
physical capital (K) or natural resources °, are strictly rivalrous.
While a machine serves only one user at a time, an idea can be used
by millions simultaneously without depletion. Once developed,
innovations such as new farming techniques, software programs,
or scientific discoveries can be replicated and shared at minimal
cost. These characteristics make knowledge a powerful driver of
increasing returns to scale. The cumulative nature of innovation,
where new insights build upon existing ones, accelerates progress.
As knowledge spreads throughout society, productivity increases
not only for individuals or individual firms but also for entire
regions and economies.

Robert Lucas (1988) expanded this perspective by highlighting
the significance of human capital refers to the internalised
competencies, cognitive skills, and technical expertise embodied
within individual through education and training. Education,
skills, and continuous learning not only enhance individual
productivity but also strengthen a society’s ability to absorb and
adapt new technologies.

Unlike non-rival blueprints, human capital is rivalrous because
an individual’s labour can only be deployed in one location at a
time. However, Lucas demonstrated that investments in human
capital generate powerful positive externalities. A highly educated
workforce does not just boost individual productivity; it creates a
collaborative environment that enhances a society's collective
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capability to absorb, adapt, and implement complex technologies
developed elsewhere.

Within this framework, investment in education is regarded as
a strategic driver of future growth rather than merely a social
expenditure. Consequently, modern growth theory redirects
development policy from the accumulation of physical assets
toward the cultivation of capabilities. A region’s capacity to
generate and apply knowledge is now a critical determinant of its
success in the global economy.

Classical Indian Perspectives on Knowledge

The modern economic view of knowledge as a non-rival, self-
multiplying asset aligns closely with classical Indian philosophy.
Indian epistemology or the theory of knowledge, sH-H=i|/gyan-
meemansa, distinguishes between gyan (59), pure knowledge or
spiritual realisation, and Vijfiana (fasm), applied knowledge,
scientific understanding, or empirical secular discernment. Jiiana
represents the foundational comprehension of reality, whereas
Vijiana represents the structured application of that under-
standing to the material world.

Unlike physical wealth, &1 (Artha), which diminishes when
shared or divided, the classical text Subhashita observes that
knowledge is a unique treasure:

T 9Red 7 9 USled, T AgEsE T 9 AR |
Y FI g4 1g e, e ageeee 1
(Na chora haryam na cha raja haryam,
na bhratrbhajyam na cha bharakari.

Vyaye krte vardhata eva nityam,
vidyadhanam sarvadhanapradhanam.)

This translates to: “It cannot be stolen by thieves, nor confiscated
by kings; it cannot be divided among brothers, nor does it burden
the bearer. The more it is spent, the more it increases continuously.
The wealth of knowledge is supreme among all forms of wealth”

This ancient insight directly anticipates the economic property
of non-rivalry: knowledge is an asset that expands through
dissemination rather than depleting through consumption.

The developmental implications of this philosophical
paradigm are explicitly articulated in the Bhagavad Gita:
‘TR M wey ufeEfe R

(Na Hi Jnanena Sadrisam Pavitram Iha Vidyate)

“There is nothing in this world as purifying
and uplifting as knowledge.”
— Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 4, Verse 38

From a socio-economic development perspective, knowledge
eliminates structural barriers, broadens opportunities, and
enhances societal well-being. Knowledge is an emancipatory force
that frees individuals from the limitations of low-productivity
labour, broadens opportunities, and elevates societal well-being. It
transforms demographic potential into productive capacity and
translates aspirations into economic progress through the
cumulative effect of shared ideas.

When we place modern endogenous growth theory alongside
classical Indian philosophy, we see a clear conceptual convergence
regarding how knowledge functions within human societies. The
“recipe” framework of Paul Romer and the transformative Jiana of
the Indian tradition both point to the same conclusion: sustained
prosperity is an intellectual and institutional achievement, not a
material status.

Table 1: The Syncretic Flow of Knowledge Concepts

Conceptual Dimension Endogenous Growth Theory

Core Characterisation

Primary Mechanism
marginal returns.

Societal Impact
structural transformation.

Operational Catalyst
absorptive capacity.

Growth Bottlenecks and Absorptive Capacity

The insights of endogenous growth theory and Indian epis-
temology have immediate practical relevance for underdeveloped
and economically lagging regions. Sustainable development
cannot be achieved through physical infrastructure alone; it
requires an ecosystem that encourages learning, innovation,
entrepreneurship, and strong institutions.

One major reason less-developed regions struggle to catch up
economically is their limited absorptive capacity. Coined by
economists Wesley Cohen and Daniel Levinthal (1989), this
concept refers to an economy's ability to recognize the value of new
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Non-rival, partially excludable economic asset.

Increasing returns to scale; avoids diminishing

Drives Total Factor Productivity and

Human capital accumulation and institutional

Indian Philosophical Systems

Inexhaustible, self-multiplying, supreme
wealth (Vidya-dhanam).

Continuous growth through sharing and
dissemination (Vyaye krte vardhata).

Purifies structural barriers and elevates
well-being (Pavitram Tha Vidyate).

Cultivation of inner capability (Sadhana)
and intellect (Buddhi).

external knowledge, assimilate it, and apply it productively.
Technologies developed elsewhere do not automatically generate
local prosperity; regions must cultivate the capacity to interpret,
adapt, and implement external innovations within their own
contexts. Absorptive capacity depends on skilled workers,
researchers, robust institutions, and effective education systems.
Without these foundations, regions cannot integrate advanced
technologies and instead remain locked into low-value, resource-
dependent activities.

Closely related is the process of structural transformation - the
shift of labour from low-productivity sectors to higher-prod-
uctivity ones. Economic development requires a continuous shift of



labour from low-productivity sectors (such as subsistence
agriculture) to high-productivity sectors (such as advanced
manufacturing and knowledge-intensive services). This structural
transformation cannot be achieved by public spending alone.

This transition requires sustained investment in skills, research,
and innovation. Regions lacking knowledge capabilities often
remain confined to low-value activities despite substantial public
spending. Historical evidence underscores that sustainable
development arises not merely from infrastructure investment but
from parallel commitments to human capital and institutional
strength. When a society invests in education and institutional
capacity, it unlocks the potential of its people, turning labour froma
basic input into an innovative force capable of generating
increasing returns.

Translating Ideas into Growth: The Strategic Value of
Educationalinstitutions

The increasing significance of knowledge has enhanced the
role of universities and other higher education institutions.
Formerly regarded mainly as centres of teaching, universities are
now recognised as strategic drivers of economic development.
Their most prominent contribution lies in the development of
human capital.

These institutions produce engineers, doctors, teachers,
scientists, entrepreneurs, managers, and public administrators
who constitute the foundation of a modern economy. The calibre of
these graduates has a directimpact on productivity.

In addition, higher education institutions can function as
centres for research and development. Through scientific inquiry
and innovation, they generate new knowledge that enhances
agricultural productivity, industrial performance, public

services, and technological capacity. Globally, regions with world-
class universities, with emphasis on quality research, consistently
demonstrate higher levels of innovation and economic dynamism.

These institutions can further facilitate knowledge transfer
through industry partnerships, technology incubation centres,
start-up ecosystems, and policy engagement. They play a critical
role in translating scientific discoveries into practical solutions for
society and the economy. In a knowledge-driven context, higher
education institutions function as economic assets that directly
contribute to regional transformation.

Case Application: Leveraging Demographic and Knowledge
Dividend inBihar

The principles of modern growth theory and Indian epistemology
hold immediate relevance for Bihar. In recent decades, the state has
made notable progress in physical infrastructure, socio-economic
indicators, and overall economic growth. Yet, Bihar continues to
rank low among Indian states on several key measures, with
persistent challenges in per capita income, industrialisation,
employment generation, and human development.

At the same time, Bihar possesses one of India's greatest
development assets: a young and energetic population. This
demographic strength has the potential to become a powerful
engine of transformation- provided it is supported by quality
education, skill development, and opportunities for innovation.

Historically, Bihar was home to some of the world's most
renowned centres of learning, attracting scholars from across the
globe and symbolising the region's intellectual leadership. The
challenge today is not merely to celebrate this legacy but to
reimagine it for the twenty-first century. Rebuilding this reputation
requires modern education hubs that attract international talent,
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promotes cross-disciplinary research, and encourage open
intellectual debate.

While the state has expanded access to higher education and
established new institutions through infrastructure development,
lessons from the growth theory shows that physical facilities alone
are insufficient. As endogenous growth theory emphasises,
classrooms and campuses are only the starting point. The true
catalyst for development lies in creating dynamic ecosystems that
nurture learning, research, experimentation, and problem-solving.
An open environment where ideas can be freely tested, shared, and
scaled enables a region to harness the self-reinforcing power of
non-rival assets such as knowledge.

Conclusion: Discovering Better Recipes for Sustainable
Development

The evolution of growth theory, enriched by insights from classical
Indian philosophy, demonstrates that sustainable development is
ultimately driven by human capital, continuous innovation, and
strong institutions. While physical capital provides a necessary
foundation, it is knowledge that transforms resources into
enduring prosperity. In a global economy increasingly shaped by
ideas, regions that invest in higher education, research, and
innovation are best positioned to achieve rapid and inclusive
growth. To use scarce resources effectively and secure long-term
competitiveness, the pursuit of excellence and world-class
standards is essential.

For Bihar, the central challenge lies not only in expanding
infrastructure or attracting investment but in building an
environment that enables the generation, diffusion, and
application of knowledge to address region-specific needs. By
leveraging its youthful population and strengthening higher
education institutions, the state can convert its demographic
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advantage into a powerful engine of transformation. Yet,
sustainable prosperity requires discovering and applying new
methods rather than repeating established practices. As Paul
Romer's modern growth theory reminds us, progress stems from
developing better solutions, not merely increasing output.

For underdeveloped regions more broadly, the path forward
demands moving beyond models focused solely on physical
accumulation. Reviving economic momentum requires cultivating
ecosystems that excel at creating, sharing, and applying new ideas
tolocal challenges. True growth is achieved not by scaling outdated
practices but by continually finding better ways of doing things.
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THE MATHEMATICS
OF WAITING

QUEUES, PROBABILITY, AND THE PUBLIC ETHICS OF TIME
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Lalit Narayan Mithila University, Darbhanga, Bihar

This article examines ordinary Indian situations of
waiting—railway waitlists, hospital corridors,
traffic crossings, examination portals and public-
service applications— through the language of
queueing theory, probability and public ethics.
Beginning with the movement of a railway PNR
status from WL to RA(, it argues that waiting is not
merely a private inconvenience or a philosophical
metaphor, but a measurable relation among
arrival, service, capacity, information and trust.
Foundational ideas from Erlang's (1909) work on
telephonetraffic, Little's Law, and the waiting-time
paradox are explained in a non-technical manner
and connected to publicsystems such as healthcare,
roads, examinations and time-bound governance.

The article also distinguishes between avoidable
delay produced by weak design and necessary
waiting required by fairness, care, learning and
discovery. Its central claim is that mathematics does
not make waiting cold; properly understood, it
makes our concern for human time more precise. ,
Keywords: waiting; queueing theory; probability; " . | ] ' , -;,\\
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A Number on a Platform

There are some things in India which one understands not through
books, but by standing still. A railway platform before dawn is one
of them. A family waits under a pale tube-light with steel trunks,
school bags, water bottles and the quiet seriousness of travel. The
signal on the phone is weak, so someone raises the device alittleand
refreshes the PNR status again. The screen says WL 42. A few hours
later it becomes WL 18. By evening, perhaps, it becomes RAC.
Nothing visible has happened. No train has arrived, no seat has
appeared, no official has spoken. Yet the mood of the family has
changed. Hope has moved because a number has moved.

That small movement is one of the most human forms of mathe-
matics. A waiting list is not merely a list; it is probability made
public. It tells us that life is not always divided between yes and no.
Between confirmation and cancellation lies a long middle region
where expectation, anxiety, chance and calculation live together. In
Indian railway practice, the distinction among confi-rmed, RAC
and waitlisted status is not just informal language; it affects whether
a passenger may undertake the journey after chart preparation
(IRCTC, n.d.). The traveller may not know the language of
probability, but he understands its pulse. He knows that a lower
number means a larger possibility. He knows that someone else's
cancellation may become his comfort. He knows that the system is
invisible, but not entirely unknowable.

The railway example is important because
it begins where mathematical writing for
the public should often begin: not with a
theorem, but with a scene. The
mathematical content is already there,
hidden in a familiar experience. A waitlist is
an ordered set of uncertain claims on
limited capacity. It changes when other
passengers cancel, when quotas are
released, when charts are prepared or when
alternate arrangements become possible.
In formal language, such a situation may
involve stochastic movement, allocation
rules and capacity constraints. In ordinary
language, it is the strange experience of
watching possibility move.

From a Line to a System: Queueing Theory

Mathematics is often imagined as a world of blackboards, formulae
and examinations. But there is another mathematics which lives
quietly in ordinary waiting. It appears when patients sit outside a
hospital room, when vehicles pause at a crossing, when students
refresh a result page, when an application waits for approval, and
when a scholar returns again and again to an unfinished proof. In
all these situations, mathematics is not a frightening subject. It is a
way of understanding the relation between arrival, capacity, time,
information and hope.
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The simplest way to understand this relation is not through a
formula but through a doorway. Imagine a room with one door and
one table. People keep entering the room, but each person canleave
only after being served at the table. If people enter slowly and the
work at the table moves steadily, the room remains calm. If people
enter faster than they can be served, the room begins to fill. The
people inside may blame the clerk, the clerk may blame the crowd,
and the crowd may blame fate; but beneath the irritation there is a
simple balance. A line grows when incoming need is larger than
outgoing service.

This is the heart of queueing theory, the mathematical study of
waiting lines and service systems. Historically, the subject did not
appear as a complete theory from the beginning. It grew from a
practical problem of telephone traffic. Agner Krarup Erlang,
working with the Copenhagen Telephone Company, used
probability to analyse random telephone calls and the capacity
required to handle them. His 1909 paper on telephone
conversations is widely treated as the starting point of modern
queueing theory, while later accounts describe how Erlang's
practical traffic problems matured into a major branch of applied
probability and operations research (Erlang, 1909; Kingman,
2009). The modern word queue may suggest a line of people, but
mathematically a queue is wider: it is any arrangement in which
demand arrives, waits, receives service and leaves.

A queue therefore has at least five ingredients: Something arrives;
something serves; the service takes time; the capacity is limited;
and some rule decides who is served first. The rule may be first-
come-first-served, as at an ordinary counter; priority-based, as in
an emergency room; appointment-based, as in a clinic; or rank-
based, as in examinations and selections. Standard texts classify
queueing systems through arrival patterns, service-time
distributions, number of servers and service discipline (Gross et al.,



2008). Yet the human intuition is much simpler: waiting is what
happens when need meets finite arrangement.

Little's Law and theWaiting-Time Paradox

Mathematicians sometimes write the most compact balance of
waiting as Little's Law: L = AW. In technical terms, the long-run
average number in a stable system (L) equals the long-run effective
arrival rate (\) multiplied by the average time spent in the system
(W) (Little, 1961). The idea is simple: the number of people waiting
depends on how many are coming in and how long each one
remains before leaving. If applications arrive every day but
decisions are made only once in a long while, pending work will
grow. If patients arrive continuously but only one counter is open,
the queue will lengthen. If cars enter a narrow road from many
directions, delay will appear even when every driver wishes to
move quickly.

A useful metaphor is rainwater. If rain falls slowly and the drain is
wide, the courtyard remains clear. If rain falls heavily and the drain
is narrow, water collects. Nobody blames the water for gathering.
The right question is not why the water is impatient, but whether
the drain, the slope and the outlet have been designed for the rain
that actually arrives. Little's Law performs a similar civic service. It
shifts attention from irritation to structure. The formula does not
tell us the whole story of a hospital, an office or a railway station; it
gives us the first disciplined question to ask.

This way of thinking prevents us from blaming people too quickly.
Along queue is not always proof that citizens are impatient, nor is it
always proof that officials are careless. Sometimes the structure
itselfis mismatched. Sometimes the arrival of people is not matched
by the capacity to serve them. Sometimes information is poor, so
everyone gathers at the same point. Sometimes a process has too
many unnecessary steps. Mathematics, when explained gently,
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teaches us to ask a better question: where exactly is the delay born?
Isitatentry, verification, decision, communication or delivery?

There is another small paradox which deepens the story. A person
who reaches a bus stop at a random time may feel that buses are
always late, even when the timetable looks reasonable. The reason is
not merely bad luck. When intervals between buses are unequal, a
passenger arriving at a random moment is more likely to fall inside
alonger gap than a shorter gap. This phenomenon is known as the
waiting-time paradox or inspection paradox. Masuda and Porter
(2020) explain it as a mathematical source of a very ordinary
frustration. In public life, this is a useful warning: averages can be
truthful and still fail to describe experience. A system may
announce an average service time, while the citizen who arrives at
the wrong hour meets the longest gap. The formulae of waiting also
contain a practical warning for institutions. If a system has no spare
capacity, even a small variation in arrival or service time can create
a visible queue. People do not arrive like drops from a perfectly
regular tap. They come in bursts: before a deadline, before a festival,
after an announcement, during admission season or after a policy
change. Service also varies: one case is simple, another requires
scrutiny; one patient needs a prescription, another needs
emergency intervention. Queueing theory insists that variation is
notan exception but a part of the system itself (Gross et al., 2008). A
good institution plans not only for the average day but also for the
crowded hour.

Waiting, Information and Trust

There is a mathematics of duration, but there is also a psychology of
waiting. David Maister's influential essay on waiting lines obs-
erved that uncertain waits feel longer than known waits, unexp-
lained waits feel longer than explained waits, and unfair waits feel
longer than equitable waits (Maister, 1985). These observations
may appear obvious, but they are profound for public systems. A
train delayed by one hour causes frustration; a train delayed by one
hour without an announcement causes anger. The delay may be
identical on the clock, but not in the mind.

Time is not felt only by the clock. Time is also felt by expectation.
Ten minutes spent talking to a friend may vanish. Ten minutes
spent outside an operation theatre may expand painfully. A known
delay is lighter than an unknown delay. A fair delay is easier to
accept than an arbitrary delay. Information does not remove
waiting, but it gives waiting a shape. Trust often begins when
uncertainty is made honest.

The difference between waiting and being kept waiting is theref-ore
essential. Waiting may be unavoidable when resources are finite
and demand is irregular. Being kept waiting often means that the
person does not know whether the matter is moving, whether it has
been forgotten or whether some hidden rule is operating. In
sociological studies of state institutions, waiting has been examined
not merely as lost time but as a political and social experience
through which citizens learn their distance from authority
(Auyero, 2012). A humane public culture should not merely ask
people to wait; it should make waitinglegible.

Legibility is not a luxury. A token display in a hospital, a railway
delay announcement, a university result portal that actually
updates, an online status for a certificate, a reasoned notice, a public
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list, an acknowledgement receipt or an expected processing time
can reduce anxiety even when it cannot eliminate delay. A
handwritten token at a small clinic may perform the same moral
function as a digital dashboard in a large office: it tells the waiting
person that the system has seen him. Such devices convert opaque
waiting into ordered waiting. They also produce accountability:
once a process is visible, it can be examined. Mathematics gives the
system a measure; communication gives the citizen a sense of
respect.

Hospitals, Roads and Examinations

In a hospital, the question of waiting becomes deeply human. A
patient does not wait like a passenger; a patient waits with pain. A
mother outside an emergency ward, an old man folding a
prescription in his pocket, a child waiting for a blood report- none
of them experiences time as a neutral unit. Five minutes of
uncertainty can feel longer than thirty minutes of informed
waiting. This is why a good hospital does not merely count patients;
it understands urgency. The person in greater danger must be
attended earlier, even if another person arrived first.
Mathematically, this is a priority system. In ordinary language, it is
compassion arranged in order.

Healthcare queueing is not a decorative application of
mathematics. Patient flow has been studied as a serious operational
question because delays in registration, consultation, diagnosis,
admission, discharge, laboratory reporting and bed availability can
interact with one another (Green, 2006). A queue in one part of a
hospital may create a queue elsewhere. If beds are unavailable,
emergency rooms slow down. If reports are delayed, doctors
cannot decide. If discharge is delayed, incoming patients cannot be
admitted. The moral significance of the mathematics is clear: a
hospital queue is not merely a line; it is a chain of dependencies
affecting fear, pain and dignity.

Traffic offers another lesson. A road is like a shared container; it has
a capacity. If movement enters it in a disciplined manner, it can
serve many people. If too much enters too quickly, the road begins
to overflow into congestion. Traffic-flow theory studies the
relationships among speed, density and flow, showing that the
behaviour of the road cannot be reduced to the wish of any single
driver (Gerlough & Huber, 1975). Each driver may think only of his
own delay, but the road responds to the behaviour of all. A driver
who cuts across may gain a few feet and cost the road a few minutes.
The mathematics here is not against speed; it is against disorder
pretending to be speed.

Examinations create a quieter kind of waiting. A student may spend
years preparing, but at the final moment the future arrives as a
number: marks, rank, cut-off, merit list. Before the result, every
possibility is alive. After the result, life takes a direction. That period
in between is a sensitive mathematical interval. The student is not
only waiting for information; he is waiting for a career path, a
family expectation and often a new identity. An examination
system is a ranking system, but a ranking system becomes just only
whenits rules are visible.

The examination example shows that ordering is not the same as
justice, though justice often requires orderly procedures. A merit
list is a mathematical object, but it becomes socially meaningful
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only when the rules of evaluation, moderation, reservation, tie-
breaking, publication and grievance redressal are clear. A delayed
result, an unexplained correction or an opaque process does not
merely postpone information; it suspends lives. Here again,
mathematics and ethics meet. Numbers must not only be correct;
they mustbe trusted.

PublicTimeand Time-Bound Governance

Many institutions have invisible waiting rooms. A proposal waits
for noting. A pension case waits for verification. A promotion case
waits for a meeting. A certificate waits for a signature. Some of this
waiting is necessary because public decisions require care, scrutiny
and responsibility. Careless speed can be as unjust as careless delay.
But waiting becomes painful when no one knows where the matter
stands. There is a difference between waiting by rule and waiting
without information. The first may protect fairness; the second
weakens trust.

The ethics of waiting begins with a simple recognition: human time
has value. Every hour spent in avoidable uncertainty is not merely
an administrative residue; it is a portion of someone's life. Yet this
recognition does not require sentimental governance. It requires
better design. Forms can be simplified. Repeated verification can be
reduced. Status tracking can be made public. Peak demand can be
anticipated. Priority categories can be justified. Backlogs can be
measured. Deadlines can be realistic. In this sense, mathematics
becomes a grammar of administrative humility: it reminds systems
that pending work is not abstract load but accumulated human
expectation.

India's Right to Public Services framework gives this idea a
concrete institutional form. The Bihar Right to Public Services Act,
2011, for instance, is built around notified services, designated
officers, stipulated time limits and appellate mechanisms
(Government of Bihar, 2011). When a state promises time-bound
public service, it is doing something mathematically significant: it
is converting indefinite waiting into accountable waiting. It does
not claim that every service can be instant; it says that waiting must
have alimit, a responsible authority and a route of redress.

Recent digital governance efforts in Bihar also show why visibility
matters. Reports on launch of initiative such as the Right to Public
Service appeal and review platform highlight paperless processing,
digital signatures and real-time dashboards as tools intended to
improve transparency, efficiency and accessibility (Nezami, 2025).
These measures are significant because citizen's frustration often
stems not only from delays but also from not knowing whether the
application is active in the system. A dashboard cannot deliver
justice by itself; yet, when combined with service standards and
accountable officers, it can turn silence into trackable movement.

At the same time, zero waiting is not always possible or even
desirable. Some waiting protects fairness because cases must be
examined. Some waiting protects quality because decisions need
evidence. Some waiting protects equality because a queue prevents
immediate preference from becoming privilege. The aim of a
mature system is not to abolish all waiting, but to distinguish
necessary waiting from avoidable delay. It should preserve the
waiting that fairness requires and reduce the waiting that poor
design produces.



This distinction is central for a public institution. A citizen can
accept a process that is slow but visible more easily than a process
that is fast for some and mysterious for others. The queue, when
fair, can be a democratic instrument: it says that the powerful and
the weak must submit to the same order. But a queue without
explanation, without priority for genuine urgency or without
movement becomes a theatre of helplessness. Thus, the
mathematics of waiting must be joined to the ethics of
communication.

Waiting as Attention and Discovery

There is, however, one kind of waiting which should not be hurried.
A researcher knows it well. A theorem may resist for months. A
paragraph may refuse to become clear. A scientific experiment may
produce data before it produces understanding. A poet may carry a
line for years before it finds its form. This waiting is not the waiting
of a broken system. It is the waiting of ripening. Here delay is not
failure; it is incubation. Some ideas come late because they must
arrive whole.

Mathematics itself has grown through such waiting. Problems have
waited for generations before yielding to a new method. A student
of mathematics learns, sometimes painfully, that intelligence is not
only quickness. It is also the ability to remain with a question
without forcing a false answer. George Polya's classic account of
problem-solving emphasises understanding the problem, devising
a plan, carrying it out and looking back--a process that often
requires repeated return rather than instant success (Polya, 1945).
There is a patience of the mind which is different from passivity. It is
active, attentive and disciplined.

The philosopher Simone Weil placed unusual importance on
attention, treating it not as strain but as a form of receptive waiting:
the mind must be emptied of premature claims if it is to receive
truth (Weil, 1951). This is close to the mathematician's experience
before a difficult problem. One tries examples, fails, returns,
abandons, remembers and reformulates. Often the solution does
not come by force. It comes when the mind has waited long enough
to see the problem differently.

Thus, life asks for a double wisdom: to reduce unnecessary waiti-ng
outside us and to respect necessary waiting within us. Public
systems should improve design, increase capacity where possible,
communicate honestly and treat human time as valuable. At the
same time, students, scholars and citizens must also learn that not
every delay is an enemy. Some delays test us; some train us; some
prepare us for what we are not yet ready to receive.

A ReturntothePlatform

The railway platform, therefore, remains a fitting image. It is a
place between departure and arrival, between anxiety and
announcement, between a printed timetable and the uncertain
life of events. People waiting there may not speak in philosophical
language, yet they understand something profound. A journey
begins before the train arrives. It begins in expectation, in the
calculation of possibility and in the discipline of staying ready.

Mathematics cannot remove waiting from human life. But it can
help us distinguish between unavoidable delay and avoidable delay,
between fair order and careless postponement, between patience
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that deepens life and delay that diminishes dignity. It can show that
a queue is not merely a line of bodies, but a structure of arrivals,
services, rules, capacities and expectations. It can show that
probability is not merely a chapter in a textbook, but the pulse of
uncertain hope. It can show that time is not only measured in
minutes, butalsoin trust.

The next time we see a line outside a counter, a patient in a corridor,
astudent watching a result portal, a traveller checking his waitlist or
a young researcher sitting quietly before an unsolved problem, we
may see more than delay. We may see the hidden mathematics of
human expectation. Waiting, when understood, is not empty time.
It is a place where probability, order, attention, hope and public
ethics meet.
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Creating productive and reasonably paid work for young people is a major
development challenge. A large youth population can support economic growth,
social mobility and innovation when the transition from education to work is
timely and successful. When suitable jobs are scarce, the same demographic
strength appears as unemployment, long searches for work, repeated preparation
for competitive examinations, low-paid informal employment or migration. This
challenge is especially important in Bihar, where the youth population remains
large while regular wage employment, manufacturing and modern services are
relatively limited (Sharma, 2022; IHD - ILO, 2024).



pen unemployment alone does not capture the full
problem. Many young people cannot afford to re-
main without work and therefore enter casual
labour, unpaid family work or low-return self-em-
ployment. Educated youth, by contrast, may wait
longer for public employment or secure salaried work. Women may
remain outside the labour force because of study, unpaid domestic
and care work, safety concerns, social restrictions or the absence of
acceptable jobs. Employment policy must therefore consider three
indicators together: labour force participation, the proportion
actually working and unemployment among those seeking work.

This paper examines Bihar's youth employment challenge
using the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLES) for 2025 and other
official sources. It follows the Indian definition of youth as persons
aged 15-29; international reports commonly use ages 15-24. The
discussion places Bihar in the global and national context, reviews
its demographic and educational changes, analyses the structure of
employment, and examines gender, location, education and the
share of youth not in employment, education or training (NEET). It
concludes with policy priorities designed for a broad academic and
public readership.

The Global and Indian Youth Employment Setting

Global youth unemployment has declined from its pandemic-era
peak, but young people continue to face greater difficulty than
adults in entering stable work. In 2023, about 64.9 million persons
aged 15-24 were unemployed worldwide and the global youth
unemployment rate was 13.0 per cent. Many employed youth were
in temporary, informal or low-paid work, and young women
continued to face larger barriers (ILO, 2024, 2025). Educational
participation has increased: the share of youth attending school or
training rose from about 38 per cent in 2000 to 48 per cent in 2023.
This is an important achievement, but it also raises expectations
regarding the quality and security of work.

India shows the same imbalance between expanding education
and insufficient suitable employment. In 2025, the youth labour
force participation rate (LFPR) was 46.0 per cent, the worker
population ratio (WPR) was 41.4 per cent and the unemployment
rate was 9.9 per cent (MoSPI, 2026). The gender gap was wide:
LFPR was 64.0 per cent for young men but only 27.5 per cent for
young women. Educated entrants often wait for regular salaried or
public employment, while many working youth remain in informal
and low-productivity activities. Thus, a low unemployment rate
can sometimes reflect the necessity of accepting poor work rather
than the availability of good jobs (IHD - ILO, 2024).

Bihar's Youth Bulge and the Demographic Opportunity

Bihar is one of the states in which the youth population will remain
exceptionally large. The number of persons aged 15-29 was about
35.4 million in 2021 and is projected to reach 39.0 million in 2031
before declining modestly to 37.9 million in 2036. Although the
youth share of Bihar's population is expected to fall from 28.8 to
25.5 per cent, the state's share of India's youth population may rise
from 9.5 to 11.0 per cent because population ageing is occurring
faster elsewhere. Bihar will therefore become increasingly
important to India's future labour supply, migration patterns and
economic geography.
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A demographic advantage is not an automatic result of having
more young people. It emerges only when improvements in health,
learning, women's participation and employment allow a larger
working-age population to become more productive. The years
before 2031 are particularly important because Bihar's youth
population is still increasing (Table 1). Better school completion,
stronger colleges and technical institutions, work experience and
adequate job creation during this period can raise earnings over the
entire working life. Prolonged inactivity or unemployment, on the
other hand, results in lost income, experience and confidence (IHD
-1LO, 2024; Sharma, 2022).

TABLE 1: BIHAR'S PROJECTED YOUTH POPULATION

AND DEMOGRAPHIC POSITION

Indicator 2021 2031 2036
Youth population aged 15-29 (million) 354 39.0 37.9
Youth as share of Bihar population (%) 28.8 27.7 25.5
Youth as share of working-age 490 452 416
population (%)

Bihar's share in India's youth 9.5 10.9 11.0
population (%)

Source: Based on the Report of the Technical Group on Population
Projections (Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 2020).

Educational Participation and the Rise of Higher Education
Educational profile of youth

Educational participation in Bihar has expanded, but the profile of
youth remains below the national average. In 2025, 40.0 per cent of
Bihar's youth had completed secondary or higher secondary
education, compared with 45.3 per cent for India. Graduates and
persons with higher qualifications formed 12.3 per cent of the
youth population, against 17.3 per cent nationally. At the other end,
10.2 per cent had no education, more than twice the all-India share,
and 37.5 per cent had studied below the secondarylevel.

Bihar consequently faces two linked challenges. Young people
with limited schooling require foundational literacy, numeracy,
practical skills and access to stable entry-level work. Those
completing secondary school need clear routes into higher
secondary education, technical courses, apprenticeships and
employment with opportunities for advancement. Graduates need
a wider range of professional, technical, managerial and public-
service jobs. A single short training programme cannot meet these
different needs, and training cannot substitute for job creation.

TABLE 2: EDUCATIONAL COMPOSITION OF YOUTH
AGED 15-29, BIHAR AND INDIA, 2025

Highest education Bihar (%) AllIndia (%) Gap
completed

No education 10.2 4.6 +5.6
Below secondary 37.5 32.8 +4.7
Secondary/higher secondary 40.0 45.3 -5.3
Graduate and above 12.3 17.3 -5.0
Total 100.0 100.0 =

Source: Authors' calculations from PLFS 2025 unit-level data.
Percentages may not sum to 100 because of rounding.
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Expansion and quality of higher education

Higher education has expanded rapidly from a low base. Total
enrolment increased from 16.46 lakh in 2016-17 to 26.23 lakh in
2021-22, while female enrolment rose from 6.97 lakh to 11.75 lakh.
The gross enrolment ratio (GER), which measures enrolment in
relation to the relevant age group, increased from 12.8 to 17.1 per
cent. However, the all-India GER was 28.4 per cent in 2021-22,
leaving Bihar 11.3 percentage points behind (Table 3)
(Government of Bihar, 2025; Ministry of Education, 2024).

TABLE 3: SELECTED HIGHER EDUCATION

INDICATORS FOR BIHAR
Indicator 2016-17 2021-22 Change
Total enrolment (lakh) 16.46 26.23  +9.77 lakh
Female enrolment (lakh) 6.97 11.75 +4.78 lakh
Gross enrolment ratio (%)  12.8 17.1  +4.3 percentage
points
All-India GER (%) - 28.4  Bihar is lower

by 11.3 points

Source: Government of Bihar (2025) and
Ministry of Education (2024).

Bihar had 39 universities and 1,197 colleges in 2023-24, besides
teacher-training centres, engineering colleges and polytechnics
(Government of Bihar, 2025). The value of this network depends on
teaching quality, laboratories, work placements, career services and
links with employers. Location also matters because travel and
housing costs restrict access for poorer students and many young
women. General degree programmes should strengthen
communication, digital skills, quantitative reasoning and exposure
to work, while technical courses should connect to recognised
occupations and actual employers. Institutions should publish
simple information on completion, placement, starting wages and
further-study options.

The Employment Structure into Which Bihar's Youth Enter

The structure of Bihar's economy limits the range of work available
to young entrants. In 2025, agriculture and allied activities
accounted for 45.7 per cent of workers aged 15 years and above,
compared with 40.9 per cent nationally. Manufacturing employed
only 7.0 per cent, well below India's 12.2 per cent. Construction, by
contrast, employed 19.6 per cent, seven percentage points above the
national share. Trade, hotels and restaurants had a similar share in
Bihar and India, but Bihar had smaller employment shares in
transport, business services and publicand social services (Table 4).

This pattern has two major consequences. First, the small
manufacturing base restricts stable non-farm opportunities
for school leavers, diploma holders and graduates. Second,
construction and small trade absorb labour but much of the work
is casual, seasonal and weakly protected. The shortage is therefore
not simply one of skills; Bihar also lacks enough jobs at different
skill levels. A broader economic base is essential if education is to
lead to improved employment rather than prolonged waiting
(Sharma, 2022).
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TABLE 4: BROAD SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF
EMPLOYMENT, PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND

ABOVE, 2025 (%)
Broad industry Bihar (%) All India (%) Gap
Agriculture and allied 45.7 40.9 4.8
activities
Mining and quarrying 0.0 0.3 -0.3
Manufacturing 7.0 12.2 -5.2
Electricity, gas and 0.5 0.7 -0.2
water supply
Construction 19.6 12.5 7.1
Trade, hotels and restaurants 13.7 13.5 0.2
Transport, storage and 4.9 6.2 =13
communication
Finance, business & real estate 1.7 3.6 -1.9
Public administration, health, 7.1 10.1 -3.0
education and other services
Total 100.0 100.0 -

Source: Authors' calculations from PLFS 2025 unit-level
data. Usual status (principal and subsidiary status).
Percentages may not sum to 100 because of rounding.

Migration is an integral part of Bihar's labour
market. According to an IHD study around two-
thirds of the rural households in Bihar are
migrant households (defined as those who
have at least one migrant) (Sharma, 2025). It
enables workers to enter construction,
manufacturing, transport and service jobs in
other states, and remittances support
households at home. Migration should not be
viewed only as a sign of failure. The central
questions are whether people migrate by
choice or because acceptable local work is
unavailable, and whether they receive reliable
information, fair wages, safe housing and
portable social protection. Bihar needs both
stronger support for migrant workers and more
quality employment within the state.

Youth Employmentand Unemploymentin Bihar

Overall position

The PLES data reveal a sizeable gap between Bihar and India. In

2025, Bihar's youth LFPR was 34.3 per cent, 11.7 percentage points

below the national rate. Its youth WPR was 30.1 per cent, 11.3

points lower than the all-India figure. Youth unemployment was

12.1 per cent in Bihar, compared with 9.9 per cent nationally (Table

5). These measures must be read together: Bihar has both lower

participation and lower employment, so unemployment among
active jobseekers captures only part of the problem.



TABLE 5: LABOUR MARKET INDICATORS Young women face the largest participation deficit. Female

FOR BIHAR AND INDIA, 2025 youth LFPR in Bihar was 12.5 per cent, compared with 27.5 per cent
Age group and indicator  Bihar (%) All India (%) Gap for India, and female WPR was only 10.8 per cent. In rural Bihar,

Youth LEPR, age 15-29 343 46.0 117 female unemployment was 9.5 per cent, but the LFPR was just 12.8
’ ' ' ' per cent; the primary issue is therefore entry into the labour market.
Youth WPR, age 15-29 30.1 414 -11.3 Inurban Bihar, only 10.1 per cent of young women participated and
Youth unemployment rate, 12.1 9.9 122 4.6 per cent were working. The estimated unemployment rate
age 15-29 among participants was 54.2 per cent (Table 6). Because the
participating group is small, this estimate requires caution, but it
LEPR, age 15 and above e — L nevertheless indicates a severe shortage of acceptable work.
WPR, age 15 and above 47.4 57.4 -10.0
Uisaltoy it rais, a2 1S 38 31 0.7 TABLE 6: YOUTH LABOUR MARKET INDICATORS
and above BY LOCATION AND SEX, 2025 (%)
Source: Authors’ calculations from PLFS 2025 unit-level data. Group Bihar Bihar Bihar India India India
Usual status (principal and subsidiary status). LFPR WPR UR LFPR WPR UR
The age contrast is equally important. Among all persons aged Rural male 586 528 99 655 602 8.2

15 years and above, Bihar's unemployment rate was 3.8 per cent;  Ryral female 128 11.6 95 293 268 8.6
among youth it was 12.1 per cent. A young labour force participant
was therefore more than three times as likely to be unemployed as a
participant in the wider working-age population. Some difference ~ Urban male 485 354 271 609 538 118
is expected because ﬁrst—ti.me jobseekers need tifne to find work, Urban female 101 46 542 232 189 189
but the scale of the gap points to a shortage of suitable entry-level

employment. Urban persons 304 209 31.3 431 372 136

Rural-urban and gender differences Total male 57.2 50.5 11.8 64.0 58.0 9.3

Bihar's rural youth unemployment rate was 9.8 per cent, only ~ Total female 125 108 136 275 244 113
moderately above the all-India rural rate of 8.3 per cent. Urban  y¢a] persons 343 301 121 460 414 99
youth unemployment, however, reached 31.3 per cent, more than

Rural persons  34.8 314 9.8 473 434 8.3

twice the national urban rate. This reflects intense competition fora Source: PLFS Annual Report 2025 and authors’
limited number of regular jobs and insufficient growth of urban calculations from unit-level data. Usual status (principal and
employment beyond construction and small services. subsidiary status), age 15-29.
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Women's employment depends on the conditions and location of
work as much as on qualifications. Safe transport, affordable
accommodation, childcare, suitable hours, toilets and protection
from harassment influence whether women can enter and remain in
employment. Education and training are necessary, but they cannot
overcome these constraints unless jobs are also reachable, safe and
worthwhile for women and their households (IHD - ILO, 2024).

Education, Employmentand Unemployment
The relationship between education and unemployment is not
straightforward. Youth with little schooling often enter work early
because their households cannot finance a long search. Their lower
unemployment may therefore reflect work in agriculture, casual
labour or unpaid family enterprises rather than good labour-
market outcomes. Educated youth can usually search longer and
are more likely to seek regular work matching their qualifications
and expectations.
In Bihar, unemployment rose from
3.0 per cent among youth with no
education to 6.0 per cent below
secondary level and 9.0 per cent among
those completing secondary or higher
secondary education. It reached 34.2 per
cent among graduates and above,
compared with 22.7 per cent nationally
(Table 7). This should not be interpreted
as evidence that higher education lacks
value. Education can improve long-term
earnings and job quality, but its benefits
depend on the supply of suitable work. In
Bihar, graduate numbers have risen faster
than professional, technical and
managerial employment, while
employers often seek experience that
new entrants do not possess.
TABLE 7: YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE BY EDUCATION, 2025 (%)

Education level Bihar (%) All India (%) Gap

No education 3.0 23 +0.7
Below secondary 6.0 4.0 +2.0
Secondary/higher secondary 9.0 8.1 +0.9
Graduate and above 34.2 22.7 +11.5
Total 12.1 9.9 +2.2

Source: Authors' calculations from PLFS 2025 unit-level data.
Usual status (principal and subsidiary status), age 15-29

Youth aged 15-29 constituted 90.7 per cent of all unemployed
persons aged 15 years and above in Bihar (Table 8). Their share
exceeded 90 per cent among unemployed graduates, those with
secondary or higher secondary education and those below
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secondary level. Unemployment in Bihar is thus principally a
problem of entry into work rather than displacement at older ages.

TABLE 8: SHARE OF YOUTH AGED 15-29 AMONG ALL
UNEMPLOYED PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND ABOVE,
BY EDUCATION, 2025 (%)

Education level Bihar (%) All India (%) Difference

No education 71.7 58.4 +13.3
Below secondary 95.5 834 +12.1
Secondary/higher 91.9 86.2 +5.7
secondary

Graduate and above 90.1 83.5 +6.6
Total 90.7 83.8 +6.9

Source: Authors' calculations from PLFS 2025 unit-level data.
Usual status (principal and subsidiary status).

The appropriate response combines better education with stronger
labour demand. Colleges and technical institutions need closer
links with firms, cooperatives, hospitals, schools, public projects
and social enterprises. Paid internships and apprenticeships can
provide the initial experience employers seek. Public employment
remains important, but it cannot absorb all educated entrants;
career guidance must present a wider range of occupations, entry
routes, wages and work locations.

Youth Outside Employment, Education and Training

The NEET indicator captures young people who are neither
working nor studying or receiving training, and therefore provides
a broader view than unemployment. In 2025, 32.1 per cent of
Bihar's youth were NEET, compared with 25.0 per cent for India.
The male rate was 8.0 per cent in both Bihar and India, but the
female rate was 54.2 per cent in Bihar and 42.2 per cent nationally.
Bihar's disadvantage is therefore largely a gender issue. Rates were
high in both rural and urban areas, showing that the problem is not
confined to rurallocation.

TABLE 9: NEET RATE AMONG YOUTH AGED 15-29, 2025

Group Bihar NEET (%) All India NEET (%) Gap
Male 8.0 8.0 +0.0
Female 54.2 422 +12.0
Persons 32.1 25.0 +7.1
Rural persons 324 25.0 +7.4
Urban persons 30.0 25.0 +5.0

Source: Authors' calculations from PLFS 2025 unit-level data.
Usual status (principal and subsidiary status), age 15-29.

NEET is not a single condition. It includes examination candidates,
discouraged jobseekers, young people engaged in unpaid care,
persons with health or disability constraints and those who left
education without a route to work. A standard training course
cannot meet all these needs. Support should first identify whether a
young person requires employment, further study, care services,
rehabilitation or assistance in restarting a job search, and then
connect that person to a practical next step without stigma.



Policy Priorities
Place job creation at the centre of economic policy

Bihar must expand productive non-farm employment in agro-
processing, textiles, manufacturing, tourism, logistics, health,
education and local services. Industrial and service clusters require
reliable infrastructure, finance, skilled workers and market
access. Construction, already a major employer, can offer better
livelihoods through certification, apprenticeships, safety training
and stronger labour standards (IHD - ILO, 2024). But modern
sectors included IT enabled services and now AI related
activities need to expand in the state so as to absorb the local
advanced youth.

Strengthen the transition from education to work

Career guidance and labour-market information should reach
students before they select courses. Apprenticeships, paid
internships and supervised work experience should be expanded,
including through support to small firms and institutions. Training
providers should be assessed not only by enrolment and certificates
but also by placement, job retention, wages and subsequent
progression. Courses with persistently weak outcomes should be
redesigned or discontinued. The improvement in the quality and
standard of education, both school and higher education needs to
undertake in a mission mode. As the economy is likely to be more
and more knowledge-intensive, its importance is obvious

Increase women's participation

Women's employment requires safe transport, hostels, childcare,
secure workplaces and predictable hours. Public investment in
health, education and care services can create jobs for women while
meeting essential social needs. Support for women entrepreneurs
should go beyond credit to include market access, business advice,
digital systems and public procurement opportunities.

Make migration a safer and more positive strategy

Migrant workers need verified job information, skill recognition,
portable social protection and assistance at destination. Training
should respond to labour demand within and outside Bihar. At the
same time, greater availability of quality local work would reduce
distress migration and allow workers to move by informed choice
rather than necessity.

Improve labour-market monitoring

Employment goals require clear definitions and transparent
reporting. A Bihar labour-market dashboard should regularly
publish participation, employment, unemployment, NEET, wages,
apprenticeships, migration and placement outcomes,
disaggregated by gender, age, education and social group.
Combining survey evidence with administrative records would
permit timely assessment and policy correction.

Conclusion

Bihar's demographic position gives it a central place in India's
future labour market. Its youth population is projected to approach
39 million in 2031, while educational participation and higher-
education enrolment have increased. Yet employment has not kept
pace. In 2025, youth participation and employment rates were
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more than eleven percentage points below the national averages;
youth unemployment was 12.1 per cent, urban youth
unemployment 31.3 per cent and graduate unemployment 34.2 per
cent. Young women's participation was especially low, and more
than half were outside employment, education and training.

The central lesson is that neither the unemployment rate nor the
number of training certificates is an adequate measure of progress.
A youth in low-paid family work, a graduate waiting years for a
secure job, a woman prevented from working by unsafe conditions
and a migrant in insecure construction employment face different
constraints. Policy must offer different routes into productive, safe
and reasonably paid work. Bihar can still benefit from its large
youth population, but action before 2031 is crucial: broader job
creation, stronger education, large-scale work experience, support
for women's employment, safer migration and credible labour-
market information mustadvance together.
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“Public service must be more than doing
a job efficiently and honestly. It must be a complete
dedication to the people and to the nation.”
- MARGARET CHASE SMITH -
Public Service is not merely an
avenue of employment; it is an
instrument of nation-building. An
officer carries not only administrative
authority but also the moral
responsibility of protecting public
trust, constitutional values and social
harmony. The real strength of
governance does not emerge from
power alone; it flows from integrity,
discipline, wisdom and balance.
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ver the years, I have observed that many young

officers enter the service with great enthusiasm,

energy and idealism. However, the real challenge

of administration begins after joining the field —

when one has to simultaneously manage official
responsibilities, public expectations, political pressures, personal
life and ethical dilemmas. In such circumstances, an officer's ability
to manage himself becomes more important than his ability to
manage files.

Administration is ultimately the art of balancing power with
restraint, authority with humility and ambition with simplicity.

The Thin Line Between Personal and Official Life

One of the first lessons every officer must understand is that the
dividing line between personal and official matters is extremely
thin. A civil servant is always under public observation. The public
may forget a speech or an order, but they remember behaviour,
conduct and reputation. An officer's lifestyle, financial habits,
personal relationships and public dealings gradually shape his
administrative credibility.

An officer's private conduct eventually shapes public
reputation. Society carefully observes how civil servants behave,
spend, speak, respond and live. Therefore, personal discipline is not
a private matter alone — it directly influences administrative
credibility. In ancient India, Kautilya repeatedly warned that those
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entrusted with state authority must maintain the highest standards
of self-control and ethical conduct. The State can function
efficiently only when its administrators remain disciplined in both
public and personal life.

An efficient officer without integrity may create fear, but never
respect. On the other hand, an honest and balanced officer earns
lasting trust. “He who conquers himself is the mightiest warrior”
The officer who cannot manage personal affairs properly will
eventually struggle to manage public responsibilities effectively.

Simplicity is Strength

“Live simply so that others may simply live”
- ManATMA GANDHI -

Public service becomes difficult when personal desires become
excessive. A civil servant who develops habits of luxury and
comparison slowly becomes vulnerable to compromise and
pressure. Simplicity, therefore, is not weakness — it is
administrative protection. A simple lifestyle gives freedom —
freedom from greed, comparison and dependence.

I have always believed that officers should live within their
means, avoid unnecessary extravagance and maintain discipline in
expenditure. The temptation to compare oneself with others is one
of the biggest sources of dissatisfaction in life. Every officer must
remember that administrative authority is temporary. Designations,
official vehicles, staff and privileges change with postings and time.

~ o
N =

F - ¢
-

A District Magistrate today may become a Joint/Additional
Secretary tomorrow and vice versa. Therefore, officers must learn
to adjust gracefully to changing roles, facilities and public visibility.
An officer who remains balanced during both prominence and
obscurity develops true administrative maturity.

In administration, contentment is a great strength.
Comparison with others destroys peace of mind and weakens
judgement. “Wealth consists not in having great possessions, but in
having few wants” — Epictetus

Integrity Must Be Visible

“Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one is watching”
- C.S. LEwis -

Integrity in public life is not confined only to avoiding
corruption. Integrity is reflected in transparency, discipline,
financial honesty and fairness in conduct. Corruption does not
begin with large misconduct; it often begins with small
compromises — informal favours, casual misuse of official
resources, unnecessary gifts or personal obligations.

I often say that an officer should not only be honest but should
also appear to be honest. Public confidence depends heavily upon
perception. Even small actions create impressions: like- how bills
are paid, how official resources are used, how gifts are handled, how
relationships are maintained.
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An officer must be extremely careful in financial dealings. Bills
should always be paid properly and promptly. Gifts received from
persons having official dealings should be treated with caution and
transparency.

A reputation built over decades can be damaged by one careless
decision. Public confidence depends greatly upon perception.
Ancient Indian statecraft consistently emphasised ethical restraint
in publiclife. "The king shall first discipline himself before attempting
to discipline others.” — Kautilya advised rulers and administrators
to remain vigilant against temptation because misuse of authority
ultimately destroys both the individual and the institution.
Integrity creates trust; trust creates legitimacy; legitimacy
creates effective governance.Organising Life and Work

“Lost time is never found again.”
- BENJAMIN FRANKLIN -

Administration demands systematic work habits. Disorder in
personal life eventually affects professional efficiency. Every officer
should maintain organised records and personal files, including:
service records, income tax files, insurance documents, investment
records, medical records, property returns, confidential reports,
utility bills. Digital organisation and regular updating of records
are equally important today.

An officer who cannot organise his own affairs will eventually
struggle to manage public administration efficiently. Similarly,
systematic time management is essential. Officers should maintain
diaries, schedules and follow-up systems.

One practical principle I strongly recommend is the “15-
Minute Rule” — any available period of fifteen minutes or more
during the day should be utilised productively for pending work.
Digital archiving and regular updating of documents are equally
essential today. A disorganised officer wastes enormous energy in
avoidable confusion. On the other hand, systematic habits create
clarity, speed and peace of mind.

The difference between average and exceptional officers often
lies not in intelligence but in discipline and organisation.

Managing Superiors with Professionalism
“Respect is earned by how you treat others.”

The administrative system functions through institutional
hierarchy. Officers must learn how to work effectively with seniors
while maintaining dignity and professionalism. An officer should
always: listen carefully, avoid unnecessary arguments, go with
solutions rather than only problems, maintain punctuality,
communicate clearly, execute tasks sincerely.

Many officers misunderstand confidence as confrontation. This
is a mistake. The administrative system functions through
hierarchy and institutional discipline. Officers must understand
that professionalism requires both confidence and humility.

“Educating the mind without educating
the heart is no education at all”
- ARISTOTLE -

Professional courtesy and reliability are remembered
throughout one's career. One must never confuse temporary access
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to power with lasting respect. The burden on senior officers is
usually enormous. A good subordinate officer reduces pressure
rather than increasing it. Professionalism, humility and reliability
are qualities that seniors remember throughout one's career.

Working with Political Leadership
“Neutrality is the soul of civil service.”

Civil servants work within a democratic framework. Elected
representatives are constitutional stakeholders in governance and
deserve institutional respect. An officer must maintain cordial and
professional relations with political executives while preserving
neutrality and integrity. One should listen patiently, speak politely
and explain rules clearly. Public representatives often carry genuine
grievances of citizens.However, an officer must never compromise
neutrality for personal gain or postings. The strength of the
administrative system lies in impartiality. An officer who seeks
postings or influence through political alignment ultimately
weakens his own impartiality. The credibility of the civil service
rests upon fairness and constitutional neutrality. Politicians may
appreciate efficient officers, but lasting credibility comes only from
fairness and professionalism.

Family:The Silent Foundation of Service

A peaceful family life gives mental stability during difficult phases
of service. Behind every successful civil servant stands a family that
silently bears the burden of transfers, uncertainty, irregular
schedules and emotional pressure.

Officers often become so absorbed in official responsibilities
that they unintentionally neglect family life. This creates emotional
imbalance over time. Whatever time is available should be
meaningfully spent with family members. Officers must learn to
appreciate the sacrifices made by spouses, parents and children.
Frequent transfers are an inseparable part of administrative life.
Therefore, families of officers must also develop resilience,
adaptability and emotional strength. A peaceful family
environment gives emotional stability during difficult phases of
service. Frequent transfers are part of administrative life.
Therefore, officers and their families must develop adaptability,
patience and emotional resilience. An officer who neglects family
eventually loses emotional balance.

Dealing with Stress, Transfers and Marginalisation

“Adversity introduces a man to himself.”
- ALBERT EINSTEIN -

Every officer eventually faces difficult phases: unexpected
transfers, periods of reduced importance, criticism, lack of
recognition, professional isolation. Such situations are natural in
administrative life. An officer should not become emotionally
dependent on position or visibility. Periods of comparative
inactivity should be used for self-development: reading, writing,
research, hobbies, physical fitness, intellectual growth. “Difficulties
strengthen the mind, aslabour does the body” — Seneca

The balanced officer treats adversity as a phase, not as a
permanent condition. A balanced officer does not collapse during
adversity because his identity is larger than his designation.



Human Behaviour and Administrative Grace

"Knowledge gives humility; from humility comes worthiness.” —
Hitopadesha Administration is fundamentally about dealing with
people. Simple manners create extraordinary goodwill:
acknowledging greetings, saying “please” and “thank you,” treating
staff respectfully, maintaining humility, remaining approachable.

An officer may possess great authority, but arrogance weakens
leadership. Drivers, clerks, peons and field staff form the
operational backbone of administration. Officers who treat them
with dignity receive loyalty and sincerity in return.Human
sensitivity is one of the most underrated qualities in governance.
Power without humility eventually creates isolation. The higher an
officer rises, the greater the need for humility. Citizens remember
kindness longer than authority. Subordinates may obey power, but
they willingly follow character. Power is temporary; relationships
endure.

Anonymity:The Forgotten Virtue of Civil Service
"Do your work and let it speak for itself.”
- ANCIENT INDIAN WISDOM -

In recent years, public administration has entered an era of
continuous visibility. Television, digital media and social media
platforms have transformed the relationship between government
and citizens. While communication is essential, civil servants must
remember a fundamental constitutional principle: the institution
must remain larger than the individual. The finest civil servants
in Indian history built institutions, not personal brands.

The civil servant's role is to implement policy, strengthen
institutions, support elected governments and remain politically
neutral. Personal publicity should never become an objective in
itself. Visibility may bring popularity; anonymity preserves
credibility. A good officer should be known for outcomes rather
than appearances. The measure of success is not the number of
followers on social media but the number of citizens whose lives
have improved because of good governance. "The fragrance of a
flower spreads only in the direction of the wind. The fragrance of
virtue spreads in all directions.” — Dhammapada.

The best officers often leave behind infrastructures, reforms,
institutions and systems—while leaving very little evidence of
themselves. That is the highest form of public service.

Delivery: Governance Must Reach the Last Citizen

“The welfare of the people is the highest law” — Ancient Indian
Statecraft Integrity gives legitimacy to governance, but delivery
gives it meaning. Citizens do not judge governments by files
processed, meetings conducted or speeches delivered. They judge
governments by outcomes—whether roads are built, schools
function, pensions reach beneficiaries, hospitals provide services
and grievances are resolved.

For a civil servant, good intentions are not enough.
Administration demands execution. The finest officers combine
vision with implementation, policy with outcomes and
commitment with results. Delivery requires: disciplined time
management, regular field visits, continuous monitoring, data-
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based decision-making, responsiveness to citizens, teamwork and
accountability. The difference between average and exceptional
officers often lies not in intelligence but in discipline, follow-up and
execution. An honest officer who cannot deliver creates
disappointment. A delivering officer without integrity creates
danger. Good governance requires both. The Real Meaning of
Successin Public Service

Success in administration should not be measured merely by
rank, posting or visibility. Real success lies in: preserving integrity,
maintaining self-respect, earning public trust, balancing family
and service, remaining mentally peaceful, completing one's career
with dignity and serving society honestly.

The balanced officer is not the one
who merely survives in service, but the
one who remains ethical, effective and
humane throughout the journey.
Public life offers power, recognition and
influence. But it also demands sacrifice,
discipline and restraint. Ultimately, an
officer must remember that the civil
service is not a path to privilege alone
— it is a path of responsibility. The finest
officers are remembered not for the
power they exercised, but for the
fairness they demonstrated and the
trust they inspired.

Conclusion

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.”
- MAHATMA GANDHI -

The Indian Administrative Service offers immense
opportunities to contribute to nation-building. However,
administrative brilliance without personal balance eventually leads
to exhaustion and conflict. Officers must therefore cultivate:
integrity, simplicity, discipline, humility, emotional balance,
professionalism and compassion. These qualities are not acquired
through training modules alone. They are built daily through
habits, choices and conduct.

The finest officers are remembered not for the authority they
wielded, but for the trust they inspired and lives they touched. A
truly successful officer is one who can complete his career with
dignity, peace of mind and the respect of society.

The future of governance will not be shaped merely by
technology, artificial intelligence or administrative reforms. It will
be shaped by the character of those entrusted with public authority.
For a civil servant, four principles must serve as a lifelong compass:
Integrity in conduct, Delivery in performance, Humility in
leadership and Anonymity in service. If these four principles
guide our actions, public service will remain not merely a career,
butanoble instrument for nation-building.
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his article examines algorithmically curated short-
form video platforms, especially Instagram Reels and
the wider culture of reels, as psychic infrastructures
under platform capitalism. The central argument is
that reels are not merely brief entertainment, casual
youth culture or harmless distraction; they are patterned environ-
ments that train attention, organise desire and make selthood
increasingly dependent on visibility, metrics and algorithmic
recognition. Drawing on Neo-Marxist cultural theory, postcolonial
thought, media studies and the psychology of reward and recogni-
tion, the article reads the reel as a cultural form in which attention
becomes data, expression becomes labour and local aspiration is
often filtered through globally dominant aesthetic codes. The
analysis does not deny pleasure, creativity or democratic access.
Instead, it asks what happens when pleasure itself becomes the
route through which extraction, comparison and mimicry enter
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ordinary life. By bringing together the culture industry, spectacle,
surveillance capitalism, data colonialism, digital colonialism and
theories of subject formation, the article proposes decolonial
digital literacy as a humane response: not a simple exit from
platforms, but a disciplined practice of reading interfaces, resisting
metric worship and recovering cultural agency within unavoidable
digital environments.

Keywords: short-form video; Instagram Reels; platform capital-
ism; psychic infrastructure; culture industry; attention economy;
surveillance capitalism; digital colonialism; postcolonial theory;
decolonial digital literacy

When Entertainment Becomes Environment

A reel often begins without ceremony. A thumb moves. A face
appears. A song arrives already familiar, though one may not
remember where it was first heard. A recipe, a dance, a joke, a
political slogan, a fitness routine, a fragment of heartbreak, a luxury
apartment, a devotional clip, a teacher explaining grammar, a
stranger crying in a car - each appears for a few seconds and
disappears before it can become fully accountable to thought. The



user has not entered a cinema hall, a classroom or a marketplace.
Yet, within the same narrow vertical frame, all three have arrived.

The apparent smallness of the reel is its cultural disguise.
Because it is short, it is treated as harmless; because it is entertain-
ing, it is treated as non-serious; because it is personal, it is treated as
free. A different premise is necessary. Short-form video is not
simply a new format of communication. It is a social environment
in which perception is trained, attention is harvested, affect is
organised and selfhood is increasingly prepared for visibility. The
point is not that every reel is manipulative or that every user is
passive. The point is that the form itself has become a powerful
arrangement for shaping what feels desirable, visible and valuable.

Platform companies commonly describe recommendation
systems in the language of relevance and personalisation. TikTok's
public explanation of its For You feed states that videos are ranked
through signals such as user interactions, video information and
device or account settings, with stronger interest signals - including
whether a user watches a longer video to the end - carrying greater
weight than weaker contextual signals (TikTok, 2020). Instagram
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has similarly acknowledged that ranking and recommendation
depend on signals through which the platform estimates what
users may find interesting or engaging (Mosseri, 2021). Such
explanations are important, but they also reveal a deeper transfor-
mation. The platform does not merely respond to desire after desire
has formed. It participates in the formation of desire by presenting
possibilities, measuring response and returning refined versions of
what the user is predicted to continue watching.

The term psychic infrastructure is used here deliberately.
Infrastructure is usually imagined as something external: roads,
bridges, electricity grids, classrooms, offices, bureaucratic systems.
It organises movement, access and behaviour. Reels organise
something more intimate. They arrange attention, comparison,
aspiration, anxiety, memory, self-presentation and recognition.
They teach users, gently and repeatedly, what is worth seeing, how
quickly one must respond, what kind of self travels well and how
cultural value is translated into metrics.

The argument therefore moves from the screen to the self, and
from the self to society. Neo-Marxist cultural theory helps explain
how entertainment becomes commodity, labour and spectacle.
Postcolonial theory helps explain why the global circulation of
platform aesthetics is not culturally neutral. In societies shaped by
colonial histories, uneven digital infrastructures and powerful
aspirations toward global visibility, the promise of reach may
reproduce older hierarchies in newer forms. The reel becomes a
small screen on which capitalist extraction, cultural aspiration and
postcolonial mimicry meet.

Such a claim must remain humane. Reels can educate, console,
mobilise, amuse and connect. They have allowed ordinary creators
to reach audiences outside traditional media gatekeeping. A
teacher from a small town, a folk singer without industry access, a
student explaining an examination topic, or a woman narrating
everyday injustice may find an audience that older institutions
denied. The democratic surface is real. Yet a surface can be
democratic and extractive at the same time. A platform may
expand expression while narrowing the conditions under which
expression becomes visible. The task is not moral panic but careful
reading: to understand how the form works on the mind, how the
platform converts life into value and how users might inhabit
digital culture with greater critical agency.

From Culture Industry to Algorithmic Intimacy

The critique of mass-mediated pleasure has a long genealogy in
cultural studies. Adorno and Horkheimer's account of the culture
industry remains useful because it identifies how capitalist culture
standardises enjoyment while presenting it as choice (Adorno and
Horkheimer, 2002). Debord's theory of spectacle similarly argues
that social relations under modern capitalism are increasingly
mediated through images, so thatlife appears to itself as representa-
tion (Debord, 1994). These frameworks were developed before
algorithmic feeds, but they remain relevant because reels intensify
rather than abolish the old problem: culture becomes most
powerful when domination appears as entertainment.

At the same time, the short-form video platform is not merely
television in a smaller frame. The earlier culture industry
distributed standardised products to mass audiences. Algorithmic
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platforms distribute personalised streams to measured subjects.
This is the crucial shift. Srnicek (2017) describes platforms as
businesses built to position themselves as intermediaries and to
extract data from interactions. Van Dijck, Poell and de Waal (2018)
show how platforms reorganise social institutions through
datafication, commodification and selection. Nieborg and Poell
(2018) extend this analysis to cultural production, arguing that
cultural goods become contingent commodities shaped by
platform markets and algorithmic infrastructures.

The word personalisation has a comforting sound. It suggests
that the platform knows the user and serves the user's individuality.
But personalisation can also mean that the user is continuously
profiled, nudged and folded back into a circuit of prediction. Zuboft
(2019) names this regime surveillance capitalism: a system in
which human experience becomes raw material for behavioural
prediction and modification. The reel is central to thislogic because
it produces dense behavioural data at high speed. A user may
watch, skip, pause, replay, share, comment, follow, save or search
within seconds. Each gesture is small, but the pattern is valuable.

Scholars of algorithms have warned against treating recom-
mendation as a neutral technical convenience. Gillespie (2014)
argues that algorithms shape public relevance by organising what
becomes visible. Beer (2017) examines algorithmic power as it
enters everyday judgement and governance. Bucher (2018) shows
that algorithmic power is often felt affectively, through anticipa-
tion, anxiety and the labour of becoming visible. The reel is not
governed only by content; it is governed by ranked visibility. What
appears before the eye is already the result of decisions about
relevance, likely engagement and commercial value.

This is where culture becomes intimate. The algorithmic
culture industry does not simply offer images to a mass audience; it
learns the rhythms of individual response. It enters the user not
only as story or image but as tempo. The creator learns when to cut,
when to smile, when to reveal, when to exaggerate and when to
compress. The viewer learns when to lose patience. Slow
development begins to feel like failure. A pause feels dangerous.
Complexity must justify itself quickly. The reel trains not only taste
but rhythm; not only desire but endurance.

Attention, Boredom and Extractable Life

The most immediate commodity of the reel is attention, but
attention should not be understood merely as time spent before a
screen. Attention is the opening through which the world enters
consciousness. It decides what is noticed, what is ignored, what is
repeated and what becomes memorable. When a platform captures
attention, it captures more than a few seconds. It captures the
conditions under which desire begins to move.

Short-form platforms make this capture feel frictionless.
Autoplay removes the need for fresh consent after each clip. Infinite
scroll weakens the natural stopping point that older media forms
often possessed. Recommendation systems reduce the burden of
choice while increasing dependence on machine selection. The
user experiences flow; the platform receives measurement. The
pleasure is real, but so is the extraction. The difficulty of critique lies
precisely in this doubleness.

Reels also change the texture of waiting and boredom. Earlier
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moments of boredom - in a queue, on a bus, between tasks, before
sleep - could become moments of stray thought, conversation or
silence. Reels occupy these intervals with ready-made stimulation.
This is not merely a habit of entertainment; it is a reorganisation of
psychic space. The mind learns that every gap can be filled, every
idle moment can be monetised and every mood can be matched
with a feed. Crary's critique of 24/7 capitalism is useful here, for it
shows how late capitalism seeks to colonise forms of time once
partially protected from productivity and consumption (Crary,
2013). Under platform capitalism, even rest becomes an opportu-
nity for capture.

Yet attention is not extracted only by force. It is invited through
pleasure, relevance and recognition. A reel may teach a recipe, make
someone laugh, offer companionship to loneliness, revive a song
from childhood or create a sudden feeling of being understood.
That is why the form is powerful. It does not work because it is
empty. It works because it is affectively intelligent. It locates the user
at thelevel of mood and rhythm before argument has time to arrive.

This affective intelligence makes critique ethically delicate.
To mock reel-users as shallow is to miss the social conditions that
make the feed attractive. Many people reach for short-form video
because life is tiring, lonely, repetitive, competitive or economically
harsh. The feed offers humour after work, language lessons during
travel, devotional music in the morning or a sense of company
at night. The problem is not that people seek relief. The problem is
that relief is increasingly offered through systems that study,
monetise and redirect the vulnerabilities to which they provide
temporary comfort.

The Commodified Self and the Internalised Audience

Perhaps the most intimate effect of reel culture is the reorganisation
of self-perception. The camera no longer waits at the edge of
experience; it enters experience in advance. A visit to a cafe, a
classroom activity, a new saree, a book purchase, a temple visit, a
political opinion or a child's birthday may be imagined as footage
before it is lived as memory. This does not mean that such
experiences become false. It means that experience increasingly
carries a second life as potential visibility.

The self in this environment becomes a portfolio of moments.
The question is no longer only, Who am I? It becomes, Which
version of me can circulate? This is the psychic depth of platform
capitalism. It does not merely sell products to the self; it invites the
self to become product-like: coherent, attractive, repeatable,
recognisable and measurable. Banet-Weiser's account of brand
culture helps explain how authenticity itself becomes a commodity
(Banet-Weiser, 2012). Duffy's work on aspirational labour shows
how creative passion can become unpaid or underpaid labour
sustained by the hope of future reward (Duffy, 2017). Abidin's
concept of visibility labour further explains how the work of being
seen becomes continuous, intimate and emotionally demanding
(Abidin, 2016).

The algorithmic audience is different from the human
audience. A human audience may respond with conversation,
affection, disagreement or silence. The algorithmic audience
responds with distribution. It may reward without explaining,
ignore without apology, revive an old video without warning or



bury a careful one without visible reason. The creator learns to read
this silence as judgement. The platform thus produces a peculiar
psychology: confidence and insecurity, performance and
exhaustion, hope and dependence, all attached to numbers that
appear objective but are never fully transparent.

This condition is not limited to professional influencers. The
influencer is only the clearest figure of a wider cultural situation.
Ordinary users too begin to arrange the self through visibility. A
private life may remain private, but the imagination of possible
publication reshapes it. The feed becomes a mirror that does not
simply reflect the self; it suggests what the self should become in
order to be recognised.

Such recognition is often tenderly desired. Users do not seek
visibility only out of vanity. They seek acknowledgement,
community, economic possibility, creative expression and
sometimes survival. A small-town teacher explaining literature, a
young woman narrating everyday sexism, a folk singer sharing a
local tune or a student posting study notes may all use reels to cross
boundaries that older institutions kept closed. A humane critique
of platform capitalism must therefore avoid contempt for the desire
to be seen. It must ask why being seen is increasingly organised
through systems that convert visibility into extraction.

The Postcolonial Mirror: Algorithmic Mimicry and Digital
Re-colonisation

The politics of reels becomes sharper in postcolonial contexts.
Platforms are global, but visibility is not evenly distributed. The
technical interface may appear the same in Delhi, Darbhanga,
Lagos, London or Los Angeles, yet the cultural pressures within
that interface are unequal. Dominant languages, accents, lifestyles,
beauty standards, consumer objects and editing styles often travel
with greater ease. Local forms circulate too, but frequently after
being compressed into a style legible to global platform culture.

Postcolonial theory offers a necessary vocabulary for this
condition. Fanon (2008) showed that domination works not only
through institutions but through the interior life of recognition: the
subject learns to see the self through the eyes of power. Bhabha
(1994) theorises mimicry as a conflicted process through which the
colonised subject approximates dominant forms while never fully
belonging to them. Said's analysis of Orientalism also reminds us
that representation is not innocent; it can organise unequal
relations between those who look and those who are made visible
(Said, 1978). In reel culture, these older questions of recognition
and representation return through technical systems.

The term algorithmic mimicry describes the adaptation of self
and culture to the imagined preferences of a recommendation
system embedded in unequal global media economies. Creators
may learn, sometimes without explicit instruction, which gestures,
interiors, languages, bodies, jokes and aspirations are rewarded.
The result is not simple imitation. It is a negotiated performance:
local life seeks visibility by translating itself into forms the platform
is more likely to circulate.

The related phrase digital re-colonisation must be used
carefully. It does not mean that platform capitalism is identical to
territorial colonialism. It means that certain colonial patterns -
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extraction, dependency, hierarchy, cultural standardisation and the
conversion of local life into externally monetisable value - reappear
through digital infrastructures. Couldry and Mejias (2019) call
attention to data colonialism as a new appropriation of human life
through data relations. Kwet (2019) analyses digital colonialism as
a condition in which technological infrastructures and corporate
power reproduce imperial asymmetries in the Global South. Jin
(2015) similarly reads global platforms through the lens of
platform imperialism.

Reels participate in this process at the level of everyday
aesthetics. A local festival may become visible when edited to a
trending sound. A regional language may travel when accompa-
nied by subtitles and familiar meme structures. Traditional dress
may circulate as beauty content, cultural authenticity or exotic
spectacle. None of this is automatically harmful. Circulation can
preserve, translate and celebrate culture. The problem begins when
the terms of circulation are so narrow that local specificity must
become consumable before it becomes visible.

This is why the reel is a postcolonial object. It holds together two
desires: the desire to speak from one's own place and the desire to
be recognised by a system whose standards are not fully one's own.
The creator stands before a global mirror. The mirror offers reach,
butitalso edits the face.

Speed, Envy and the Wounded Attention

Reels do not govern only through content. They govern through
affect. They quicken the pulse of attention, produce micro-
comparisons and attach emotion to metrics. A viewer may not
consciously believe that another person's luxury, beauty, body,
English fluency, relationship, confidence or productivity defines
success. Yet repeated exposure can make such images feel like the
background weather of aspiration. Fisher's account of capitalist
realism is useful here: capitalism becomes most powerful when its
values appear as the natural atmosphere of life rather than as a
system open to challenge (Fisher, 2009).

The platform does not merely show commodities. It makes life
itself appear in commodity form. A morning routine becomes a
productivity template. A face becomes a beauty project. A
relationship becomes proof of desirability. Reading becomes an
aesthetic; spirituality becomes a mood; dissent becomes a shareable
performance. The danger is not that these expressions are false.
Many are sincere. The danger is that sincerity itself becomes
formatted for circulation.

Psychologically, the reel works through a mixture of satisfaction
and incompletion. Each video is brief enough to promise closure,
yet the feed as a whole never closes. The user receives tiny endings
without an ending to the session. One more video may amuse,
inform, console or surprise. One more may also deepen compari-
son, agitation or fatigue. The system does not need the user to love
every clip; it needs enough unpredictability to keep the next gesture
alive. Bishop's study of YouTube algorithmic culture similarly
shows how creator anxiety and self-optimisation emerge when
visibility depends on opaque platform systems (Bishop, 2018).

The cultural cost of such speed is not only distraction. It is the
weakening of slower forms of attention. Reading a difficult poem,
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listening to an elderly person's story, thinking through a political
argument, learning an art or sitting with grief all require duration.
A society trained only in the tempo of the feed may find difficulty
not merely boring but almost offensive. The critique of reels is
therefore also a defence of time. Human beings need intervals that
are notimmediately optimised.

At this point, literature becomes more than a discipline; it
becomes a mode of resistance. Literary reading asks the mind to
stay, to return, to notice ambiguity, to hear silence and to recognise
another consciousness without reducing it to a caption. Williams
(1977) reminds us that culture is not only a set of products but a
lived process of meanings and values. For literary studies, the
problem with reel culture is not that it is visual or popular. The
problem is that it can normalise a nervous impatience with
complexity. A humane education must therefore protect the
capacity for slow attention, not by rejecting new media, but by
teaching students to move between speed and depth without
surrendering one to the other.

Decolonial Digital Literacy: Reading the Interface

If reels are psychic infrastructure, resistance cannot be reduced
to individual willpower. It is not enough to tell users to scroll
less, just as it would not be enough to tell citizens to breathe less
polluted air. The problem is environmental. Yet environments can
be read, contested and redesigned. Decolonial digital literacy
begins with naming the system: asking who owns the platform,
what forms of attention it rewards, which languages and bodies
become visible, which histories are flattened and how metrics are
made to feel like truth.

Such literacy must be more than technical awareness. It must
also be cultural and affective. A student should learn not only that
an algorithm ranks content, but that ranking can reorganise self-
worth. A creator should learn not only how to increase reach, but
how reach may discipline voice. A teacher should learn not only to
use reels for pedagogy, but to ask what habits of attention the form
encourages. A citizen should learn not only to identify misinforma-
tion, but to recognise how speed, anger and repetition can produce
political feeling before evidence is weighed.

Freire's idea of critical consciousness remains relevant because
it treats education as the practice of reading the world, not only the
word (Freire, 1970). In the digital present, reading the world means
reading interfaces. Noble (2018) and Benjamin (2019) show that
technological systems can reproduce racial and social hierarchies
while appearing neutral. Milan and Trere (2019) and Ricaurte
(2019) argue for data and algorithmic critique from the South,
warning against universal models that ignore colonial histories and
situated knowledge. Decolonial digital literacy must therefore
begin from place: from language, caste, gender, region, class, labour
and memory.

Concrete practices can be modest but meaningful. Users can
pause before forwarding a reel that produces instant anger.
Creators can ask whether a trend expands their voice or merely
borrows it. Teachers can place a reel beside a poem, a political
speech, a folk song or an advertisement and ask students to
examine rhythm, desire, gaze and omission. Institutions can
include algorithmic literacy in media education. Regulators can
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demand transparency, accountability and meaningful user control.
None of these practices is sufficient alone. Together, they create
friction against inevitability.

This response does not assume exit from platform ecosystems.
For many people, platforms are now tied to livelihood, expression,
education and social belonging. To demand total withdrawal
would be unrealistic and, for some, unfair. The more serious task is
to inhabit platforms without surrendering the whole imagination
to them. Decolonial digital literacy is therefore not nostalgia. It is
the effort to recover agency inside conditions that cannot simply be
abandoned.

The Screenand theLarger Self

The reel appears and disappears quickly, but its cultural work is
cumulative. It teaches the eye to expect speed, the self to seek
metrics, the creator to imagine visibility before expression and the
user to experience desire as recommendation. Its power lies not in
any single video but in repetition. A single drop does not shape
stone; repeated drops do.

Short-form video under platform capital-
ism should therefore be understood as
psychic infrastructure. It is economic
because attention and data are mon-
etised. It is cultural because visibility is
organised through dominant aesthetic
forms. It is psychological because self-
worth, comparison and aspiration
become entangled with metrics. It is
postcolonial because global platforms
can reproduce older hierarchies of recog-
nition through new technical systems. It
is philosophical because it asks what
kind of inner life remains possible when
the conditions of attention are designed
for extraction.

To call reels psychic infrastructure is not to deny pleasure, creativity
or agency. It is to insist that pleasure has a politics, creativity has
conditions and agency requires literacy. The question is not
whether people should enjoy reels. The deeper question is whether
a society can enjoy them without allowing them to quietly define
the limits of desire, beauty, success, memory and selthood.

A humane digital culture would not ask users to become
machines of visibility. It would allow attention to rest, culture to
remain thick, local expression to appear without being flattened
and young people to know that their worth is not identical with
circulation. Such a culture will not arrive automatically from
platforms that profit from the opposite. It must be taught, argued,
practised and defended. The screen is small, but the struggle
around itisnot.
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Salman Rushdie—with his fierce commitment to freedom of expression and
with his inimitable style of telling stories—has used stories to put his views
across. Stemming from a variety of eclectic sources, these stories are neither
immutable nor sacrosanct. Characters, locales, and story sequences interact
unpredictably but interestingly to create magic. This writing seeks to
understand the mojo and magic of his craft.

tories- probable and improbable, credible and gullible,

straight and labyrinthine, historical and mythical, real

and fantastic in varying combinations that could be

imagination-defying and imagination-fuelling at the

same time - Salman Rushdie's style of magical realism
takes recourse to all manners of stories and the ways stories are told
across space and time. The centrality of Storytelling to his oeuvre
finds eloquent justification in 'Joseph Anton'- his autobiographical
book written in third person about his beleaguered fatwa years, " To
grow up steeped in the stories was to learn two unforgettable
lessons: the stories were not true but by being untrue they could
make him feel and know truths that the truth couldn't tell him;
second, man was the Story-telling animal, the only creature on the
earth to do so to understand what kind of creature it was....the story
was his birthright and nobody could take it away." This life-
affirming belief in the centrality of stories and this defiant belief to
keep telling stories amidst mortal perils that he found himself up
against- places him in aleague ofhis own.

Why Stories?

One could try a few explanations- howsoever tentative and
provisional they might be. Maybe because he hails from Bombay
and he sets great store by Bombay and no matter where he went and
what he did, Bombay with its cosmopolitanism and eclecticism,
hybridity and pluralism, anonymity and familiarity did not leave
him. Bombay is a permanent backdrop in his stories. With the

transformation of Bombay into Mumbai, the acclaimed writer is
both anxious and concerned. His stories seek to reclaim Bombay of
his childhood which keeps slipping through his fingers because
what was once capacious and protean threatens to turn parochial
and procrustean. This transitional space breeds stories that speak of
innocence and innocence injured, nostalgia and nostalgia dented,
tensions between past and present where prophets of doom test
incorrigibility of hope and the author keeps clinging to small scraps
of optimism.

It is equally probable to argue that migration leads to loss- loss
of language, loss of land, loss of culture and the migrant feels adrift
inaland thatisalien where he is permanently on probation if not on
trial. In such an alien and impersonal land, he feels that he is losing
grip on his cultural resources. Amnesia stares him in his face and
memories play tricks. Recalling stories is a way to feel connected, to
feel less disenfranchised and to not lose one's way in the morass of
forgetfulness. Only naturally, stories recalled do not exactly
correspond to the ways stories had been told or heard. With the
passage of time and attendant ravages of amnesia, stories them-
selves undergo changes. So stories could be told, retold, reinvented,
rediscovered, taken liberty with, upended. In short, there is
nothing sacrosanct about stories. In Midnight's Children, narrator
Saleem Sinai goes by remembered truth and not literal truth.

Maybe because in the Rushdian scheme of things, stories-even
if not sacrosanct- are immortal while humans are mortal but
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human beings- especially those in power- believe that it is the other
way around. Rushdie repeatedly refers to ' The Arabian Nights' or'
The Thousand Nights and One Night' in which Scheherazade tells a
new story to the tyrant king Shaharyar each night and leaves the
story unfinished and evades and avoids uxoricide for the day till the
time Shaharyar is besotted with her after one thousand and one
nights and abandons the idea of killing her. In the Rushdian
scheme, stories are defiant of death, decay and destruction.

Maybe because stories summon
imagination and imagination amounts
to power against the forces of dystopia.
In 'Imaginary Homelands), he
passionately argues that no dystopia has
ever been so powerful or absolute as to
render imagination futile and that to
imagine is to have power. Stories-
replete with the wisdom of antiquity and
complexity of trajectory- are more often
than not layered affairs. Stories are about
imagination, improbable possibilities,
inscrutable subjectivities, frequent
contradictions, animated inanimate,
about dissent and defiance, about
challenging the limits of the known and
the experienced.

His style of writing- magical realism-is the liminal space between
real and fantastic. In Midnight's Children, the protagonist Saleem
Sinai is born at the exact moment of India's independence and is
telepathically linked to 1,000 other magical children.' In Haroun
and the Sea of Stories', a young boy named Haroun undertakes a
magical journey to restore the storytelling abilities of his father
Rashid, who has lost his magical gift. In the process of writing,
Rushdie challenges the boundaries of reason and objectivity and
pushes the case of imagination.

History and Stories

E.H. Carr defines History-writing process as a process of dialogue
between past and present. The Historian- located in the present-
approaches sources which are essentially fractured and frag-
mented. The fragmentary nature of sources together with
historian's own subjectivities ensures that history-writing would
always remain a provisional, subjective and fragmentary exercise.
Rushdie is not enamoured of the objectification of history- writing.
As he puts forth, “In History, reality is built on our prejudices,
misconceptions and ignorance as well as on our perceptiveness and
knowledge” Here it could be instructive to refer to a few of his
works which have great historical events as the background but
which do not attempt to write history the way historians with
pretensions of objectivity tend to write history.
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In Midnight's Children, historical events and fiction interpenetrate
each other's domain with bewildering ease. Saleem Sinai, using his
telepathic powers, assembles a Midnight Children's conference to
reflect upon the issues India found itself pitted against in its
formative phase in the context of tremendous diversities and the
attempt to fashion out a nation-state against such diversities.
Saleem's story is the story of India, his predicament is India's
predicament. Numerous wars, disasters but most notably, the
imposition of Emergency constitute the backdrop. With the
imposition of Emergency, the potency of the Midnight children is
lost. After that, Saleem is left with little so all he does is to piece
together fragmented pieces of his life and try to put together both
his personal history and that of his still-young nation. This
chronicle is meant for his son, who, like his father, is fettered to the
fetters of history.

Inamorerecentbook, Victory City, Rushdie-while dealing with
the rise and fall of Vijaynagar- employs magical realism liberally to
drive home the point as to why an empire survives and how it goes
to dust. A close understanding of the book enables one to argue that
an empire survives and thrives as long as it is receptive to new ideas,
is accommodative of dissent, is amenable to alternative ways of
understanding and doing things, where men are tolerant and
women are empowered, where sense of entitlement does not afflict
the high and the mighty, and it is a place without holy cows,
certitudes, orthodoxies and sense of paranoia. When these life
forces dry up, when megalomania takes over and hubris sets in,
empires go tumbling down. In the novel, the long, acrimonious,
often bloody battle between the fanatic Vidyanand and sapient-
tolerant Pampana is a battle in which the dice is loaded heavily
against thelatter. Goodness requires cultivation and internalisation
but evil sets in and gets embedded easily. In the novel, magical
realism finds a free run and it is through improbable stories that the
novel pans out....Kampana ages extremely slowly to survive for 247
years- as long as the Vijayanagar empire would survive before
hurtling out of existence. Crows and parrots gather intelligence.
Men and women metamorphose into birds. Their improbability
apart, it is the formidable power of storytelling that illuminates the
dark recesses of history and it is the hidden meaning lurking
underneath these stories that is important.

The reference to the two books above is certainly not an attempt
to indulge in selectivism. One could easily refer to other books by
the intrepid author but the wider point in relation to the interaction
between story and history remains the same. First, the process of
writing history could never be an objective process. Second, myths,
anecdotes, fables, parables and stories do not detract from history
but contribute to and enliven the proceedings of History.

Storiesand their Sources

Hailing from the land of 'Kathasaritsagar, and 'Panchatantra’ and
rich story-telling traditions, stories come easy to him. Indian epics
and extremely rich mythology are almost tailor-made for his way of
writing. Hindu gods, demons, incarnations and creation and
destruction myths find way into his books, interact with his other
characters, emphasise the fragmentary nature of human existence
and the universe as it exists. We have already referred to two of his
books in the foregoing paragraphs. The title of The Moor's Last Sigh
is taken from the story of Boabdil, the last Moorish king of



Granada. Besides, Islamic traditions like the Qur'an, Sufi tales,
Arabian Nights and others inform his writing in Two Years Eight
Months and Twenty-Eight Days and a few other works. Rushdie
casts a wide net and he draws upon Persian and Arabic literature
including Shahnama and Western literature. Among others,
Gabriel Garcia Marquez has been a great influence upon his
writings. But it is his childhood in Bombay, his family anecdotes
including the troubled relationship between his parents, his
exposure to Pakistan- as so eloquently described in Shame-
Pakistan-the failure of dreaming mind , his experiences of migration
to Britain, his accomplishments and tribulations, his fatwa years-
these and many other sources and experiences inform his writings.

But all said, it is the Indian connection: “To live in India was to
feel replete-full of ideas, arguments, images, sounds, smells, faces,
stories, sensuality, intensity and love.”

What makes Rushdie distinctive is that he does not necessarily
use these stories as they have come down. He creates stories within
stories within stories and a palimpsest- complex but befitting the
context of his writings- starts informing his writings. Multiple
storytelling traditions get combined and what results subsequently
is layered narratives where it is difficult to tell fact from fiction. At
this point, it could be relevant to discuss Haroun and the Sea of
Stories partly because it was published in the immediate aftermath
of the declaration of fatwa when the author was besieged and
beleaguered, when his ability to spin and tell stories was on mortal
trial and partly because it encapsulates all the themes that have
been close to his heart especially with regard to the freedom to tell
stories and how this freedom is not bestowed but taken.

Haroun and the Sea of Stories

The novel- meant for his son- centres around Haroun Khalifa whose
storytelling father loses the power to tell stories and succumbs to
depression after his wife abandons father and son. She runs away
with a neighbour who looks down upon him in no uncertain terms,
“What is the point of stories that are not even true?” Haroun- in
order to restore the storytelling prowess of his father- undertakes a
surreal journey to the ocean of the streams of story. There, he
discovers the tyrannical Khattam-Shud who is anti-story. He stands
for the negation of freedom of expression and represents censorship
and puritanism. Along the way, he comes across unusual compan-
ions like Iff the Water Genie who collaborate with him in fighting off
sinister forces and rescue the stories.

The book reminds one of Fahrenheit 451 and how a group of
bibliophiles commit themselves to memorising books so that they
could survive the ravages inflicted by pyromaniacs and arsonists. It
is about the centrality of stories to the way we are and how stories
with their fluidity, irreverence and non-conformism get the goat of
tyrants. It represents the triumph of 'Gup' over 'Chup' and the
victory of the power of imagination. Its characters are equally
enchanting and interesting: Princess Batcheet- daughter of King
Chattergy, ruler of Gup, and the fiancée of Prince Bolo. General
Kitab is the commander of the Guppee Army; called the Library.

Whatdo storiesamountto?

The storytelling traditions that Rushdie employs and deploys in his
novels amount to the intrepid freedom of the writer to say what has
not been said and what must be said and that nothing is off- limits.

These stories amount to his emphatic assertion that cultural
relativism is fine in the sense of non- intrusive multiculturalism but
it must not be allowed to mask prejudice, bigotry and threat of
violence. That in an open society, no ideas or beliefs could be ring-
fenced and freedom must ring in the Bazaar of conflicting views.
These stories amount to the responsibility of the writer to make
pictures of the world and if writers abdicate this task of imagining
and making the pictures of the world to politicians, it will be one of
history's greatest and most abject abdications. The formidable
power of imagination where, as N.E Simpson says, 'the long arm of
law does not reach.' And the equally formidable power of freedom,
“Without the freedom to offend, it ceases to exist. Without the
freedom to challenge, even satirize all orthodoxies, it ceases to exist.
Language and imagination can't be imprisoned, or art will die, and
with it will die, alittle of what makes us human?”
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A continuous process of interaction between abiotic (matter and energy or non-living)

and biotic (living species) components of the earth system create global eco-system. It

is vast and complex. Hence, an eco-system over a defined geographical space has been
a matter of concern from human need's point of view.

Eco-systems are broadly divided into two parts:

(1) Eco-system bearing dominance of the components of nature,
e.g. mountain eco-system, oceanic eco-system, etc.

(2) Eco-system bearing dominance of the components of human
beings, eg. urban eco-system, social eco-system, etc.

Unlike natural eco-systems, urban eco-systems are a hybrid of
natural and man-made elements whose interactions are affected
not only by natural components or environment interactions but
also, rather in a bigger way, by the size of population and trend of
the growth of population, its culture, heritage, human behavior,
religion, customs, heritage, occupational structure, built-up
environment, provision of social amenities, institutional activities,
local politics and governance, economy, land use and social
organizations.

The dwelling of large size of population with varied activities
and behavioral dynamism over small area (site) creates immense
pressure over the limited service capacity of natural components at
the very site. This leads to urban ecological imbalances and this is a
great challenge before the mankind.

Rapid urbanization trend has become a global phenomenon.
Developed countries are already over urbanized, leading to several
kinds of ecological crises. Developing countries are blindly moving
towards rapid urbanization, ignoring the capability of the small
area to provide sustainable and eco-friendly habitat ecology. As per
World Bank report, 2026, 57.7% population of the world (urban
population) lives over 0.5 percent of the World's total area. It is
estimated that this figure may become 68 % by 2050.

So far as India is concerned, its villages were about 6 lakh in
1951. It has marginally increased to 6.4 lakh in 2011. On the other
hand Urban population and urban centers increased from 3016 to
7935 and urban population 17.3% to 31.2% respectively from 1951
to 2011. There are also 380 urban agglomerations and 53 million
cities as per 2011 census. Presently, it is estimated that urban
population has reached around 37 percent, living in 7935 towns
and cities. Million cities also increased form only 3 in 1951 to 53 in
2011. There are 6 cities having population above one cr. each. It is
estimated in 2026 (World Bank). They are Delhi (3,70cr), Mumbai
(2.21cr), Kolkata (1.58cr), Bangalore (1.44cr), Chennai (1.23cr)
and Hyderabad (1.13cr).

The Urban sprawl all over the world has emerged as a fearsome
ecological crisis. Rural lands are being changed into transitional
land where urban functions are encroaching the rural system. As
per UNDP report, on an average, everyday 64 km’ land in being
converted into urban built-up area. It may be considered as a
symbol of development but it is a disastrous system of
development. Development with damage to nature has emerged as
a general rule in spite of having several global efforts at the highest
level to bring zero level emission, restricting the global warming

within one degree increase by 2100 and restoration of climate,
environment and biodiversity to a sustainable level where human
beings along with other spaces may live over the space of the earth
system in an eco-friendly environment.

Challenges Ahead: Some ecological challenges have emerged due
to rapid urbanization and they are as follows:-

Rural-Urban migration on large scale.

Spatial expansion of urban built-up areas

Slum growth

Reverse urban demographic Pyramid

Continuous increase in urban poverty

Increase in urban crime

Social, racial, ethnical, linguistic and religious tension

Urban pollution leading to health crisis.
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Depletion of ground water
. Rapidincrease in heatislands rather linear heatislands.
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. Rapid declinein green cover

—
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. Rapid growth of consumerist economy, leading to
environmental degradation and enormous residuals in the
form of non-degradable matters.

13. Inadequate social provision or amenities leading to

degradation of urban Social System.

14. Transport system causing air and noise pollution.

15. Growth of endemic/pandemic causing health hazards. Covid-

19isthe glaring example. It was largely in urban areas.

16. Polluted water reservoirs.

Need to move towards urban sustainability: -

Sustainable urban development is the only way to reduce the
Challenges before urban system and also to make towns and cities
livable not only for the present generation but also for future
generation. The need of Sustainable urban development is now
globally realized and due to that UNO declaration (2015) on
Sustainable development agenda includes sustainable develop-
ment of cities and communities as one of the declared 17 goals (it is
goalno 11). Its target year for achievement is 2030. Even other goals
like zero level of hunger, poverty eradication, climate action plan,
gender equality and all others need to be implemented in the
holistic way so that urban centers also become able to reduce these
problems in such a way that towns and cities become livable.

In fact, Urban Sustainability is an approach to bring holistic
growth of urban centers, giving optimal weightage to environm-
ental, social and economic sustainability.

Smart village as a Pre-Condition for sustainable urban eco-
system

Rural-Urban migration isa dominant demographic phenomenon
in developing countries. It is the phenomenon causing rapid
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growth of mega cities in developing countries. The migration is due
to poverty, lack of job opportunities, lack of education and
amenities in villages. Primary economy brings slow development
and lack of infrastructural inputs make the development slow. In
such circumstances, rural - urban migration becomes the main
factor of population explosion in metro and bigger cities. This
explosion needs to be stopped to make city smart.

The migration trend could be contained only by developing
Villages or providing all kinds of urban facilities in villages. There is
a need to revive PURA Scheme of A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, former
President of India.

The author of this paper himself has worked a lot on the rural
ecology/village ecology and how to promote Sustainable Village
Eco-system (SVE). For the purpose given two models are
developed. It was presented by the author in 2016 as a part of
Presidential address at Annual Congress of National Association of
Geographers at Mysuru and later on published in Annals (journal)
in2020. They are:

Model - 1

Model - 2
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Sustainable Development Schemes within the city.

Following three kinds of Sustainability need to be developed in
holisticand intertwined ways:

» Environmental sustainability

» Economic sustainability

« Social sustainability

Environmental sustainability aims to improve the quality of human
life without putting strain on the earth's supporting eco-system.
Land, water, air, green cover, biodiversity and climate components
cause environmental sustainability. They can be maintained
favorably provided the consumerist needs are reduced, and optimal
population size is achieved. At the same time sustainable/ appropri-
atelow cost technologies to support them should be developed.

Components are also to be planned in a sustainable manner. Rain
water harvesting, urban green cover e-vehicles and non-fossil fuel
based transport system are developed in such a way that
environmental sustainability is conserved and promoted without
influencing urban needs in an adverse way.



Bihar Government's 'Jal-Jiwan-Hariyali' scheme is an outstanding
approach to bring ecological sustainability in both rural and urban
areas. Similar schemes need to be considered at national and global
level. This scheme emphasizes developing traditional as well as
modern means of water conservation. This will bring larger area
under green cover and biodiversity at regional level will be
conserved and promoted. Nalanda university, at Rajgir is a good
example where there is no deep boring to upwell water. There are
about 730 tanks within 800 acres premises which provide adequate
water throughout the year.

Economic sustainability needs to plan urban land use as well as
functional activities in such a way that land, water, air and other
resources of the site and its surroundings are not overexploited. The
standard principle of town planning suggests that about 40-45%
area of town should be under residential purposes, 5-8% under
urban markets,20-22%, under transport system and 25-27% under
green cover and open space. Towns do not exist in isolation. They
maintain in-flow-out-flow relations with the surrounding areas. It
also acts like a living organisation. Hence, economic activities must
be based on regional demands, regional resources, nature of
consumers and the size of demands etc.

So far as social sustainability is considered, it is related to the size of
population, compositional characteristics of population and its
inherited customs, traditions, social structure and new demands etc.
Social disorder and discontent bring social and cultural disclosure in
the city and such towns and cities cannot be sustainable. There must
be NGOs, institutions, corporate sector and even local bodies to
make society aware towards livable social sustainability .

Importance of Information Technology in Sustainable
Development of Urban Eco-system

Information Technology helps cities to become smart human-
centered sites. It helps urban communities (city dwellers) to
rediscover the importance of dialogue, cooperation and values and
their importance in creating sustainable urban eco-systems, giving
new dimensions to physical, economic and social components of
urban system. Using the embedded sensors, city managers can
monitor traffic flows, noise levels, sewerage disposals, air quality
control, energy consumption management and travel management
of commuters and also of those who conduct regional and inter-
regional travel with reference to a particular city in a defined time
frame. These technological insights allow smooth business, smooth
travel and services to citizens and empower the government to
review and make necessary modifications whenever required. In
other words, digital technology is the need of time to plan cities
keeping in mind not only the present need but also those of future.

Conclusion

The urban system on the earth has existed since the dawn of river
valley civilizations. However, that system was based on the
principle of co-existence and friendly attitude toward nature. Now
the situation is changed. Industrial revolution and population
explosion were two major reasons leading to the emergence of
colonial habitat. In other Words, huge size of population started to
live over small area. It brought more pressure onlocal resources and
gradually ecological imbalance grabbed the area. Rural population
growth was also gaining rapidly and that caused environmental
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degradation in rural areas. Now both rural and urban ecologies are
under severe environmental stress.

To keep balance between natural eco-system and urban system, it
has now become urgent and essential to promote urban
sustainability approach among different stake holders. Enough
water has flown down the Ganges but enough remains. It is
important to see how they are conserved for future generation and
how they are used to meet necessary demand without damaging
the basic properties of surface water. Similar approach is needed to
make cities livable by meeting all needs without ignoring the stake
of next generation. Smart management of services, easy
accessibility to information technology, reduction of traffic
pressure on road, limiting the adverse impact of heat island and
pollution on the habitat are prime concerns. Reduction of rural-
urban migration by creating job opportunities in rural areas and
providing urban provision to, all along the lines of PURA, (A.PJ.
Kalam) are urgently needed. In other words, development of smart
cities and smart villages with ecological, economic and social
linkages between the two habitats will not only solve present
disastrous problems but also promote better quality of life, meeting
global targets of sustainable development.
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Students and their parents prefer institutions with higher rankings
and grades; hence, we see an exodus of students from one state to
another when their parents can afford it.

Pushpendra

Former professor, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai

aculty members are required to continuously
engage in research and publish articles in peer-
reviewed journals and books by reputed publishers
for at least two reasons. First, if they stop doing
research and publishing, they become
academically dead. Without a seamless blend of teaching with
romance for abstract ideas, empirical exploration, or both, the job
loses its charm; consequently, the faculty ceases to develop. The
faculty's capacity to stay up to date with current, cutting-edge
knowledge and impart high-quality teaching diminishes. It has
implications not only for the faculty concerned but also for the
students who receive poor-quality education and are often mocked
for lacking essential knowledge, rendering them unemployable.
Second, the university's ranking and grade suffer, as publication is
seen as a critical function of institutions of higher learning. Often,
this affects the self-esteem of the faculty, staff, and students.
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On several occasions, I have spoken to the faculty about how to
write publishable research papers and monographs, particularly
during their induction and in-service refresher courses in Bihar. I
have found a strong interest in publishing among both new and
older faculty. Many of them told me about their struggles with
publishing. They often face rejection by reputable publishers. The
pressure to publish often pushes them to submit to predatory
journals. They wonder what criteria publishers use for review, what
is lacking in their writing, and how to overcome those shortcom-
ings. Some young faculty want to publish their PhD thesis but lack
the know-how to convert it into a monograph. In this article, I shall
discuss the peer-review process and the criteria used to review a
manuscript. I will draw heavily on guidelines that major publishers
such as Routledge, Sage, and Wiley have published on their
websites for aspiring authors. I will also draw on my experienceas a
reviewer for several national and international publishers, a former



editor of a peer-reviewed journal, and the General Editor of the
Routledge Book Series “Migrations in South Asia.”

Peer Review Process

Usually, the publisher provides reviewers with a format that
includes a set of lead questions. The answers to these questions help
reviewers decide whether to recommend a manuscript for
publication without changes, with minor changes, with major
changes, or outright reject it. The first of these is: What is the main
question addressed by the research? Is it significant and articulated
clearly? The lack of a clearly articulated research question or
problem is a major flaw I have often encountered. The second is
the novelty aspect of the manuscript. Does the work add to the
subject area? Novelty may express itself in various ways: an original
topic, a new argument or interpretation, novelty in methodology,
the use of new sources of information, exploration of a new
geographical location that throws up unique experiences, and
so on. Restating the known, however stylistically and impressively,
does not help pass the review process of highly rated journals
and publishers.
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Third, does the author show adequate familiarity with key
literature on the subject? Not keeping abreast with the current
literature is not viewed leniently. If the author disagrees with the
current consensus or a particular set of literature, is the
disagreement properly substantiated? Fourth, how appropriate and
adequate are the evidence, narratives, interpretation, or arguments
presented, and do they address the main research question? Is the
conclusion consistent with the arguments? Fifth, how appropriate
are the method(s), tools and techniques, data and registers used?
And sixth, reviewers also place importance on the articulation,
clarity, and readability of a manuscript, as well as on the logical flow
from the formulation of the issues to the conclusions. One highly
irritating but quite common mistake I have seen in manuscripts is
that the author repeats the same point in different ways, often
termed as padding, just filling the pages without adding anything
substantive. It is like a cricket match where a batter may choose to
keep padding balls on the front foot, over after over, seldom
offering a stroke or scoring a run. In a test match, tiring and
frustrating a baller is a tried-and-tested tactic. But the rules and
norms of academics are different. Padding frustrates reviewers and
often results in the rejection of the manuscript.

Apart from these major criteria, reviewers also consider the
structure of the manuscript, appropriateness of the title, precision
in the use of language, internal coherence in the text, in-text
citation and complete references, ethical dimensions of methods (if
applicable), unnecessary or unclear statistics/tables or, conversely,
insufficiency of them, and appropriateness of the abstract,
keywords, and length of the manuscript. Leading publishers and
universities offer resource material for authors on their websites on
each of these dimensions. Though reviewers are not primarily
responsible for plagiarism checks, they do assess the originality of
the writing based on their extensive knowledge of the existing
literature on the subject.

Only when reviewers, in their first
reading, find that the manuscript has the
potential to be published, with or
without minor/major changes, do they
proceed with a detailed review.
Otherwise, the journey of the manuscript
ends there. The reviewers' second round
of reading the manuscript aims to
provide the author with specific
comments and suggestions to improve
the manuscript and meet the publisher's
standards. These may vary from a few to
very extensive comments.

But for a manuscript to reach this stage, the author must learn from
established authors how to write the abstract, introduction, and
conclusion; structure paragraphs; begin and end a chapter; weave
existing literature into the text as a constant dialogue with fellow
academicians; and present the main body of their text. It is equally
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important to learn to refrain from homilies, from repeating widely
known facts, from misrepresenting sources, and from jumping
from one point to another without adequately addressing each. In
short, they must learn the art of formal academic writing, which
enables them to converse with their peer the world over.

One practical way to understand the
process outlined in the paragraphs
above is to read extensively articles
published in high-quality journals -
H-index or at least indexed in Scopus or
Web of Science. Similarly, reading books
on related subjects published by top-
class publishers helps appreciate what
makes a book publishable.

Converting a PhD Thesis into a Monograph

What differentiates a PhD thesis from a publishable monograph?
This question requires an understanding of how the publishing
industry works and what makes a research work readable for a wide
range of subject-matter experts and non-experts. First, when
deciding on a book's publishability, the publisher's approach is
primarily guided by its commercial potential, which, though
includes individual buyers, is mostly focused on the national and
international library market. Publishers are least interested in
publishing books which areless likely to be acquired by libraries.

Second, a PhD thesis is written for and read by a limited
number of people - the supervisor, doctoral advisory members and
external examiners — whereas a book is published for a much
broader audience - students, faculty, and other readers who are
mostly non-experts. Hence, it has to be made useful, interesting,
and relevant for them. For example, the literature review is heavily
cut; instead of being a separate chapter, it is partly included in the
introduction and partly dispersed throughout the manuscript. The
methodology section is cut to a bare minimum, reduced to a brief
explanation, unless the topic concerns methodological innovation.
What is given prominence are the introduction, concepts, specific

findings, and conclusions, even expanding them if required.
Abstractions, including theories, are included only to the extent
required for treating the topic adequately. Some chapters that are
not essential can be ruthlessly cut. Editing is required in the
language and style to make the text accessible to a wider academic
and semi-academic audience. Unnecessary annotations,
references, jargon, and notes should be removed. In short, a PhD
thesis requires extensive rewriting to convert it into a monograph.

Concluding Remarks

In short, what distinguishes the genre of academic writing from
other genres of writing is that academic writing contributes to the
existing body of knowledge, presents a rigorous exploration of a
topic by addressing researchable questions, is guided by a logical
and coherent set of ideas, and is written in a formal language that is
understood by the academic community globally. A reviewer
considers these dimensions before giving a verdict on the
publishability of a manuscript. Familiarisation with individual
publishers' requirements and checklists increases the chances of a
manuscript's acceptability.
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FROM THE VAULT OF ARCHIVES

Application for Renaming of ‘Gandhi Maidan’,1948
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FROM THE VAULT OF ARCHIVES

e: Bihar State Archives

Sourc

Order of Renaming ‘Gandhi Maidan’,1948
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Banned Pamplet ‘Hi Videshia’, 1923
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