Proceedings of the meeting held on 17.06.2026 under the Chairmanship of Shri
Dipak Kumar Singh, Additional Chief Secretary to the Hon’ble Governor
regarding the launch of the Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programme
(AEDP) in the Universities and Colleges of Bihar for the academic session 2026—
27 in the Conference Hall, Bihar Lok Bhawan, Patna.

1. Attendance

As per attendance sheet enclosed.

2. Proceedings
> The meeting commenced with a welcome address by the Chair, who welcomed the
Registrars of the universities, the Principals of the colleges, the AEDP Course
Coordinators and the representatives of CRISP, Hyderabad, present in the meeting.

> A detailed review was undertaken regarding the operationalisation of the
Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programme (AEDP) in the universities and colleges
of Bihar with effect from the academic session 2026-27, including its academic
structure, faculty preparation, student enrolment and other institutional requirements.

> An Orientation presentation on the programme was provided by the Centre for Research
in Schemes and Policies (CRISP), Hyderabad.

3. Presentation on the Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programme (AEDP)

It was informed that the Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programme is a four-year
undergraduate degree programme that integrates academic knowledge (75%) with industry-
specific skills (25%). The salient features of the programme are as under: -

1. A mandatory stipend-bearing apprenticeship in industry during the third year of the
programme, for which a stipend is admissible.

ii. A Memorandum of Understanding has been executed with the Board of Practical
Training (BOPT - ER), Government of India, to ensure the stipend of the enrolled
students.

iii.  The degree carries recognition equivalent to any other regular UGC degree (B.A.,
B.Com., B.Sc.), and its graduates shall remain eligible for competitive examinations
and higher education (Master’s/Ph.D.).

iv.  In the first phase, an Ordinance has been issued for conducting the programme in
seven subjects across the Science, Commerce and Arts faculties in the concerned
colleges.

v.  Online applications from students for enrolment in the current academic session
have been invited.

It was further informed that the programme is intended to give the conventional education

system an employment-oriented and “earn-while-you-learn” character, and is expected to
contribute to improvement in the State’s Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education.



4. Deliberations and Decisions

After detailed discussions on the academic, financial and administrative aspects of the
programme, the following decisions were taken: -

Decisions of the Chair:-

1. It was decided that the AEDP courses would be operationalised primarily by utilising
the existing teaching staff, lab and infrastructure to the extent possible. To achieve this
seamlessly, comprehensive Faculty Training Programmes will be organised to upskill
the current faculty, so that they can effectively deliver the new integrated curriculum.

2. The fee structure of the AEDP shall be rationalised in such a manner that it does not
impose any undue financial burden on the students, while at the same time remaining
financially viable and sustainable for the participating colleges. The universities and
colleges, in consultation with Lok Bhavan, shall accordingly work out an appropriate fee
structure.

3. The colleges affiliated to L.N. Mithila University shall determine the AEDP courses they
wish to offer, after due consideration of their existing infrastructure, the faculty/teaching
staff presently available, the courses currently being taught, and the alignment of the
same with the prescribed syllabus of the AEDP courses. In this regard, the following
colleges affiliated to L.N. Mithila University have been identified as those that may
commence AEDPs in the present session:

« C. M. College (Arts & Commerce), Darbhanga
» Ramashray Baleshwar College, Samastipur

+ Bali Ram Bhagat College, Samastipur

Uma Pandey College, Pusa, Samastipur

4. The respective universities and colleges shall contact those students who have already
registered for the programme but have not yet paid the fee — both through e-mail and
through their registered mobile numbers — and counsel them on all aspects of the AEDP
so as to enable them to take an informed decision and complete the enrolment process.
The universities and colleges may also organise an offline counselling session for this

purpose.

5. The Faculty Training Programme shall be conducted in mid-July 2026. The
arrangements for boarding (food) and lodging of the participating faculty during the
training programme shall be made by the Department of Higher Education and Lok
Bhavan. For this purpose, the training may be conducted at the Dashrath Manjhi Institute



of Labour and Employment, Deep Narayan Singh Regional Cooperative Management or
Aryabhatta Knowledge Univesity

6. CRISP shall bear the cost of selecting and inviting the trainers, along with their
associated expenses.

7. The colleges shall determine and finalise, course-wise, the list of all faculty members
who are to undergo the Faculty Training Programme, so that the faculty for each AEDP
course is identified and nominated separately.

8. An orientation session shall be conducted for the students after the completion of the
admission process. The session shall acquaint the newly admitted students with the
objectives and distinctive structure of the AEDP — including the integration of academic
knowledge with industry-specific skills, and the mandatory stipend-bearing
apprenticeship.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair and all participating officials.
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Attendance

SIL No. Designation

1 Shri Dipak K'umar Singh, Additional phief Secr.etary to the Hon’ble
Govemor, Bihar Lok Bhavan, Patna (in the Chair)

2 Deputy Director, Department of Education, Government of Bihar, Patna

3 Registrar, Patna University, Patna

4 Registrar, Patliputra University, Patna .

5 Registrar, B.R.A. Bihar University, Muzaffarpur

6 Registrar, Tilka Manjhi Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur

7 Registrar, L.N. Mithila University, Darbhanga

3 Principals of the concemed Constituent Colleges (13) where AEDP courses
are to be conducted

9 AEDP Course Coordinators of the concerned Colleges

10 Shri R.S. Julaniya, IAS (Retd.), Founder Member, CRISP, Hyderabad

11 Shri Baidyanath Yadav, IAS (Retd.), State Lead — Bihar, CRISP, Hyderabad

12 Shri Utung Tiwari, Policy Fellow, CRISP, Hyderabad




