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Built during the British period,
Eaj Bhavan., Bihar - like all
other ®aj Bhavans of the
sovereign Republle of India =
serves as Lhe official residence
of the Governor, who g the
~eonstitutional head of the stale,
SO traces ils rools back o Lhe
¢l ¢ scparation  of  Bihar  rom
s, E-_‘h'.' & Bengal - as proclaimed by
i F X j',!(jng George Voar Delhi Durbar
ot i@ ~du 1911, and the ensuing
3 4 F@"’ rmation of the nstitution of
y . Ii;jiﬁ’lc'e of Lt Governor in Council,
X _ i'-. Today, after 100-plus vears of
5 L Ui existence, 11 still stands 1all
Land majestic, oversesing he
Y ‘ﬁfft‘fﬁ-itutlﬁs al the current times
' Cwith as much élan as it did of
MJ the last century,

A i _.
S fe ) FC This Collee Table Book on

Bihar Raj DBhavan, "The TFirst
Address’. is an endeavour o
satlate the curlosity of the
Inquisitlve reader aboul this
= architectural symbol of the
. Republic, It traces the [ourney
R Raj Bhavan, Bihar, hrough
iis dMustrious history and its

.o Mynamic present.
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FOREWORD

he Ry Bhavan, called the Government House in the pre-Independence pedod. was built in
m pursuance of the momentons snmouncements made by King G—em'_ge Noat Delhi Durbaron
December 11, 1911. His proclamation zet in motion the transfer of the countrv’s capital
from Caleutta to Delli separated the new promnce of Hihar and Onssa from Greater Beneal and

placed Assam under 3 Commussioner:

The state of Bihar, thus had the centenary celebmation of its estabbshment as a separate Ptﬂv:iﬂce'
m March 2012, Four vesrs later, the RaI Bhavan Bihar also completed the centenary of afs
existence Much ke the state, the Bshar Ra) Bhavan encompasses & wealth of hestory, cultuze and
legacy. The edifice commanded respect br onlockers even dunng the Batish era; duang whach it
was constructed. Today; as the seat of the constitutional head of the ztate, Ra; Bhavan 1z home to
a eollection of wondesful art and artefacts, sculptores and pamtings that bear testrmony to the
splendour of the bypone times.

Thi: bock enntled The First Address’ presents a svooptic miew of the s:.gmﬂcami: of the
metitution of the Ray Bhavan in the state’s governance matrex It-also looks at/it=-desien-and
architechire. bes:des showeasing the treasures that adorn stz walls and. display shel_'res_;;-

I welcome this worthy attemipt to present the Ray Bhavan in it= splendor, m 2 hterary cﬁ&épr:ﬁ that’s
both mformatve and selevantto the general reader ';'5 \:k. =

BAJ BHAVAN, BIHAR RS
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PREFACE

ndia’s: nch colture, tradibons and historr are depicted i 1ts architecture and hertage
I busddings that stand hke sentinels throuph times Among them are the Raj Bhavans or
(™S Governor Hooses.

g

Ba; Bhavan of Bihar 13 one such imposne edifice — one of the most conspicuous and elegant
landmarks of capital city Patma. The then Viceroy of India, Lord Hardimge, laid the foundztion of
the Bihar Ray Bhavan mn December 1913, and the bulding was completed m 1916, The Hounse was
zo-alipned that the Govemor residing there could get a diect mew of the clock tower of the old

secretaniat, barely 2 klometre awan

Orres the years, nxnerous Governors of Bihar have renided thers. The House has also plaved 2 key
Vivek Kumar Singh, IAS  role i hosting leaders and events that have shaped the pokty of Bihar
Prncipal Secretary to
Governor The Frrst Address’ 1= not jqust 3 celebration of the Bihar Ra) Bhavan hentage but 2 joumey
through ats dlustrious history and its dynarmse present. The book highhoht: the archstectural style
and df“igﬂ of the Ra; Ehznmj besides prezenting an overview of the nch collections of pamtings,
artefacts, sculptures and mstallahons housed within ats walls, £l

I hope that as the reader flips over the pages of this book, he or she gets an uu.uhsﬁ‘w:ted mssde
loek a2t what mskes and moves an nsttobon such-as the Bay Bhivan ) ;

Happy seading

BAJ BHAVAN, RIHAR BT
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Raj Bhavan

is not merely
the official
residence

of the
constitutional

head of the
state but also

a source of

pride for the
democracy
and the
republic we
live in
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HIS EXCELLENCY
AND HISABODE

(- he three-storey Raj Bhavan building,
1 | constructed during the First World War and
inaugurated by the then Viceroy com
Governor General Leord Hardinge in February
1916, 15 slightly over a centory old.

The building serves as the official residence of the
Governor — who is the constitutional head of the
state — and the members of his family The
Governor, i offical and popular parlance, 15
addressed as His Excellency (HLE.) or Mahamahim,
as well as “Sahed” by the lower rung staff and ns
wife 15 addressed as the First Lady

In the colomial period, the Governor, as execufive
head of the province, ruled it through varous
departmental heads at the state headquarters,
commissioners m the divisions and collectors in the
distncts. He was also mded and advised by a
council of advisors, but it would always be his order

that would be binding on the coundl, and he could
also overrule the adwice of the councl This svstem
remained in force for 33 vears, oll the country
became free from colomal nile

In Independent Indis, the (Governor, as head of the
state, emjovs exzecutive, legmslative, fimancial and
jadicial powers, br and large on the same pattern as
the President of the country, and performs his
functions accordingly — but all as defined by Part VI
of the country's Constitution In all this, he is aided
and adwvised by the Kaj Bhavan Secretariat headed by
the principal secretary.

Besides, there is 2 supporting body of secretanatand
household staff While the Ray Bhavan secretariat
manages the official engagements of the Governor
the household staff assumes responsibility of
housekeeping needs.






= GOverTior of

Bifar, Satya Pal
Malik, mesfing
A probatroners
along with

DG (BIFARD and
principal
sacretary to
GOVEImar

Powers of the Governor

EXECUTIVE POWER

As the executive head of the state, the Governor appoints
the chief minister and other numsters and admunisters the
cath of office. He also appoints the Advocate General, the
State Election Commissioner, as well as the Chairman and
members of the Bihar Public Service Comrussion The
Governor is the Chancellor of Universities in the state

In accordance with the executive powers vested in um, the
Governor catl ask forinformation from the chief minister
with regard to the admnistration of the state

[Xs]
I

The Governor can recommend the
President’s rule in the state, but it has to be in extraordinary

sitzations: Yet. the actual imposition of President's rule is

imposition of

he will of the President Once Président
rule is imposed, the Govemor immediately assumes the
role of the representative of the President, and according-
Iy, ms executive powers become exiensive. This 15 because

the lemslative bodr stands either dissolved, or remains in
suspension, gwaiting the start of the due process for peo-
ple's reprezentation ke holding of fresh elections to the
state assembly, or start of the consultative process among
legislators and Teaders of T polifical parties, for the formation
of the next elected government.

dependent on

Governor as Chancellor of Universities

The Governor, by virtue of his office, is the ‘Chancellor of
Universifies’, for public umversiies in the state. The

domain of his power inclodes all the universities, their sen-

ate, syndicates, academuc councils and colleges under the
jurisdiction of the unrrersifies.

|2 8 THE FIRST ADDRESS
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Govemnar of Bitar
Ram Nath Kovnd

addressing the poing
zession of Bifiar
Lagrsiature an
February 23, 2047
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The chancellor selects and appoints vice-chancellors
and pro-vice-chancellors of the universities pnder due
process of selection/ appointment involving the duly
constituted search comouttee for each university, in
consultation with the state government He slso makes
other Eev appointments to facilitate the adommmstration
m the universities.

The state government takes care of the budgetary
requirements of the umversibes and colleges, and
accordingly, make: financial allocations for them.
However, all their academic and administrative
activibies -are conducted in the name of the chancellor.

This, in turn, sccords them autonomy from the direct
control of the government

LEGISLATIVE POWER

When the elected government headed by the chief
minister is in office and the state legislature as duly
constituted 15 also in place, the Governor becomes an
integral part of the state lepislature and enjoys his
powers and funchons as defined by the Constitution In
EBihar, besides the legislatrve assembly headed by
speaker, there i3 also legislative council headed by
chairman. It is on the pattern of Lok Sabha and
Rayva Sabha










== e of
the rear end of
the Raj Bhavan
buiging

Earlier, the Governor could nominate
one member to the siate legislatire
assembly from the Anglo-Indian
Community, but this provision has now
been transferred to Jharkhand, which
was carved out of Bihar as a separate
state ont November 15, 2000. He, how-
ever, nominaies one-sixth members of
the Bihar lepislative council — precizely
12 in number — from among the com-
mumty of persons having special or
practical knowledge in literatuore, sci-
ence, art, cooperative movement and
social service. This 15 done i consulta-
tion with the State

The Governor can summon oOf pro-
rogue the state lepislature, and he can
also dissolve the state assembly He, by
wav of the constitutional provisions, can
address the state legislature when the
House meets for the first session after
each pgeneral election. Everv vear, he
addrezzes the first joint session of the
state legizlature, which, normally, is the
budget session.

Besides, if a Bill is pending in either
House of state legislature for disposal,
he can send messages to the Housze or
Houses concerned to take it up.

For a Bill passed by the House to
become a law, it s necessary to have the
aszent of the Governor Yet when a Bill
1s sent to the Governor after it has been
passed by the state legislature, he can
either give his dassent to i, or withhold
his assent to the Bill, or retorn 16 3f it is
not money Bill, for the reconsideration
of the state legislature. However, he is
duty bound to give hiz assent to the Bill
concerned, 1f the state legislature passes
it again and its returned to the
overnor, with or without amendments.

There ate some special circumstances,
however, i1 which the Governor may
withhold his assent further He has the
right to reserve his assent to the Bill and
send it for the consideration of the
President in special circumstances, o
due to nature of the Bill’s content, ke if
the Bill passed by the state legislature
militates against, endangers, Or even
undermines, the position of the High
Court.

The Governor, given the peculiar nature
of the Bill concerned in the backdrop of
the aforesaid conditions, can reserve his
aszentt to the Bill and zend it to the
President for his due conmideration

The Governors
and Lt Governors
of the states and
union territories
of India have
similar powers
and functions at
the state level as
that of the
President of India
at Union level

RAJ BHAVAN, BIHAR B |7
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As an exemplar of the Governors most impor-
tant legislative power, he may issue ordinances,
but only if the state legislatore is not in session
However, the ordinance, by rule, has to be
approved by the state legislature within six
months of ifs issuance.

FINANCIAL POWER

The financial powers of the Governor ensure
that the annual financial statement of the state,
or its state budget, 15 laid m the state legislature.
Also, for the introduction of any money Bill in
the state legislature, his prior recommendation is
mandatory and the gpovernment cannot make
demand for grant without his recommendation.
Besides, only with his prior reference, the gov
ernment can  draw cadvances from  the
Contingency Fund for any unanticipated expen-
diture. The Governor is authorised to constitute
hnance commission after frive vears to assess the
financial position of panchavats and urban local
bodies.

JUDICIAL POWER

As an extension of the three pillars of the system
— execubve, legmslative and judiciary — the
Governor also enjovs judicial powers and func-
tions. He, if he so desires by way of judicious
exercise of will, can grant pardons, repHeves,

respites and rémissions of punishment or can
uspend, remit and commute the sentence
erved, of any convict in rejation to a matter that
falls under the junsdiction of the executive. The
President consults him in making appointment of
the judges of the stste High Court
Appointments, postings and promotions of dis-
trict judges are made by the High Court in his
name. Simulardy, the Hish Court slso appoints
persons to judicial service of the state other than
distrct judges, in his name.

(e [EF]

Appointment

The chief justice of the High Court of the state
concerned admunmisters path of office to the
Governor, and :n his absence, it iz done by the
available sentor most judge of the High Court

As to qualifications required and conditions to be
folfilled, the person selected for appointment as
Governor should be an Indian cifizen and should
have completed the age of 35 vears. Further,
when the appomtment of Governor 15 made, he
should not be 2 member of either House of
Pardiament, nor of the state legislature. Besides,
he should not hold any office of profit.
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== Main gate of Raj Bhavan
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Entitlements & Privileges

The Governor is entifled to the use of the Raj Bhavan as
his oificial residence. Hiz emoluments, ‘allowances and
povileges are i
(Emoluments, - Allowances and Povileges) Act 1982
They cannot be dimmmished during the term of his office.
If the Governor of a state is in charge of two and more
states, the states concerned share his emoluments and
allowances in the proportion as decided by the President

determiined by The Governors

TLike the President, the Governor is also entitled to a
number of povileges and immumties: For hus official acts,
the Governor enjovs personal immunity from any legal
Liability.

Term of office

Normally, the term of office of a Governor 15 five vears
from the date he enters office; but it is subject to the
pleasure of the President

However; the President, 1f he so desires, may transfer &
Governor of 4 state to another state for the rest of the
term. Alzo, affer the expiry of the term of office of a
Governor in one state, the President-can appomnt him to
any other state. In no stuation, the office of the
Governtor of a state can remain vacant Therefore, a
Governor can hold office bevond his term of five vears,
until lis successor 13 appomnted to assume charpe. Yet, if
any contingency anses, like on account of his death 1o his
office, or on lus transfer to any other state, or due to any

other redson, the cluef justice of the High Court of the
state concerned 15 appomnted temporanly to fill the void
and discharge the funchons of the Governor of that
state. The latter’s position in that capacity is termed as
‘Officiating Governor.

Discretionary Power

Since the Constitution of the country provides for a par-
lLizmentzry form of government both at the Centre and in
the states, the real execufive power resides in the council
of mimsters headed by the cluef minister That iz, the
Governor enjors his powers and performs functions on
the aid and advice of the council of ministers headed by
the chief munister.

Like the President, the Governor enjovs certain discre-
tionary powers. These result from the exmigencies of a
political situation If a political party 15 unable to present
or muster a clear-cut majority, or when the chief minister
dies and there iz no successor to him, the Governor
appoints the chmef mimster Further, 1f the councid of
ministers cannot prove the confidence of the state leg-
islative assembly, the Governor dismusses the council of
miristers: Alsg, if the councl of mimsters has lost its
majoriy in the state legislative assembiy, the Governor
orders dissolotion of the state legislative assembly. The
Governer, :f he =zo desires; can also seek informaton
from the chief minister in administrative and legislative
matters. Besides, the Governor, being 3 nominee of the
President, also has certain special responsibilittes to dis-
charpe functions as directed by the President

RAJ BHAVAN, BIHAR B 2|



Th(". H{i])m"{f.ffui‘l STEEPED
o IN HISTORY

proclaimed by
King George V
at Delhi
Durbar - and

t the time the four-vear First Great War was

£ 3
A to devastate humamity -and the global
b

— e economyv by engulfing sll the continents ina
rh(? €N I””y bloody war from 1914, Bihar embarked on a new
ﬁ)f'nfﬂﬁﬂ” ﬂf phase of its founding mio 3 modem state It was a
) process that peaked by 1922, but had started with
f h(ﬁ i _St]{'uf 101 the Delli Durbar announcement of King George V
i . ) on December 12, 1911, that Bihar
ﬂf Uﬁ]{’{’ Qf wouid be a separate state.
Lt Governor in The formal separation of Bihar

v . — from (reater Bengal m Apnl 1912
( UH”C!L CINSuUre ([ was 2 momentous event in the Lives

A of the'people of the s@mie. Among

f ﬂSt—I) {!{T’{! the f::ai, if led to the formation =:;f

240 . > the big, sinpular instiitonal entity
( llf}[”h”” qf fh( — first the office of Lieutenant
new {'a“")f{'{-[[ Governor in Council with its
Secretariat in Govermment House

at Pﬂn 111 (later-day Raj Bhavan) which lasted

gli 1920, and then the office of

22 1 THE FIRST ADDRESS

Governor in Council under which arrangement of
the -first provincal elections to the legslative
assembly were held in the conntry in 1937, Finally,
the office of Governor emerged m its present form
in the postIndependence penod.

The power, functions and constitutional position of
the Governor were defined by the
Constitution that the couniry
adopted. Tt also announced 1tself to
be a democratic republic having a
parhamentary form of government
on January 26, 1930, with the
President as the head of the state at
the Centre and Governor in the
state/ province, even as redl
execative powers rest with the
council of munisters headed by the
Pome Minisier at the Centre and
the chief mimster i the state. It has
conbinued night up to the present
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As g marker of the importance of the office of
Governor, two of them became President of the
Republic of India — Zakir Hussain in 1967, and
Ram Nath Kovind in 2017. The singular fact
about both of them is that they had served Bihar
as itz Governor.

Modern state formation

Pror to 1912, Bihar, as a part of Greater Bengal,
was ruled by a Lt Governor and his secretanat at
Calcutta, which was also the seat of the provinecal
sovernment of Greater Bengal For practical pur-
poses, Bihar was ruled and managed by three divi-
donal comumissioners and distnet collectors. At
Patna the administrative headquarters used to be
at Bankipore. The province had no state capital of
its own.

All that changed when King Georpe V, at the
Delli Durbar, disclosed the “top secret” decision
of the impenal government regarding the separa-
tton of Bihar —and alsc of Assam — from Bengal
He also announced the decision with regard to the
proposal to make Delhi the capital of India. He

said: "T# ar mpy deitre That the planning and designing of

the publc buildingr fo be erected will be comsidersd uath
greatest deliberattons and cave, o that 1he mew oreation

may bein svery way worthy of rhes gncient and beautiful
aty (‘An Impenal Vision® by Thomas R Metealf}. ”
This blueprint was extended and adopted in the
designing of capital city Patna as well

Finally, the then Viceroy Lord Hardinge made the
final formal proclamation regarding the creation
of the province of Bihar and Orissa with its
boundanes, through the Government of India
Act, 1912 The proclamation was made on March

22, 1912.

With this and the ensuing formation of the msh-
tution of office of Lt Governor in Council, the
fast-paced elaboration of the new state formation
in Bihar slso happened, which set it along the long
journey of its educational, socal and polifical
modernization.

Later, the province of Bihar after separation from
Onssa m 1936, consisted of four dimisions —
Bhagalpur, Patna, Tirhut and Chota Nagpur
Their respective districts were: Bhagalpur —
Bhagalpur, Munger, Purma, Santhal Parpanas;
Patna — Pama, Gara and Shahabad; Tirhut —
Champaran, Darbhanga, AMuzaffarpur and Saran;
and Chota Nagpur — Hazambagh Manbhum,
Palamat, and Ranchi

RAJ BHAVAN, BIHAR 825



Indeed, things started moving fast First Lt
Governor Charles 5tuart Bavler took
charge on Aprl 1. 1912, He chose the res-
idence of the commissioner at Chhajjubag
in Patna,  easlier purchased from
Diarbhanga Raj. Othervwase, his stay was to
be at Ranchi due to its salubnious chimate.

Bavley was to be aided and assisted by 2
three-member execuitve council, whose
membership could be increased to four by
the Lt Governor The thiee members of

the executive covnal were: E A Gait, EV
Levinge, and Rameshwar Singh. Azharsja
of Darbhanga. Besides, there were 19 addi-
tional members, and 21 elected members,
ncluchng five each elected by municipah-
ties, district boards and landholders, as well
as four by Mushm bodies, and one each by
cane planters and mining communibes.

== AR aguatint gt
by Thomas Daruoll,
titled "Fant of the city
of Patna on the river
Ganges', fung o ihe
= Yacaroy amd Governor-Gemneral of india. Lord Chares Hardinge wall af Raj Bhiavan,
Bihar
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COUNCIL

CHAMB

PATNA

THIS FOUNDATION STONE
WAS LAID BY

HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE -
CHARLES BARON HARDINGE OF PENSHURST

PC. G.CB. CMSI CCMGC CMIE

GCVO 1SO

VICEROY AND GOVERNOR GENERAL

OF

INDIA

THE FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER 193

Making of the capital city

A new structure of governance began to take shape. Baviey
called for holding of Bankipore Durbar at his Chhajjubag
residence on November 21; 1912, At the Durbar. the rep-
rezentatives of five official and zocial azsociations read out
their memeorandz The bodies they represented were: Behar
Landholders™ Asszociation, District Board of Patna,
Mumcipality of Patna, Provincial Muslim League, Pradhan
Bhunuhar Sabha, Kshatrva Prantic 3abha and Bengalee
Settlers' Association. They; recalling the ancient history of

Patna, wanted the new capital to reflect the ancient glory.

28 1 THE FIRST ADDRESS

After they had gone through the motion: of deliberation,
i Bayley addressed the sudience. He said: T mofice uith pieqs-

wré \our frequent reference fo the pait grandeur of Patna and fo e
position once beid by the famous cfy of Patliputra as the capsial af
ong of fhe greafect dynastier fhat bave ruled India, You bave évsr)
regron fo be proud of Hr fradidns and, thosgh Paina har under-
Lame many vsierituder and bar of late yearr lort prch of itz impor-
tance as frade centrs, we may well bope that ar the capiial of a great
Provtnce, it will repain some porfion at lzast of 117 former prosperi-
N No efforir will be waniing fo this end on the part of Covernment
‘The Making of a Province — Part IT; select documents
1874-1917)."

»% Tha formdatian
stone of Bihar Ry
Bhavan, imd by
Lord Charles
Baron Hardirge,
Viceroy of india,
o Decomber 1,
1973



He added, “Tée iqyag ont of 1he Cird Siation iv a matter
wihrh bar Been tnder considerafion cver stnce the srfé war relect-
ed. The plans are now being preparved qnd I believe that when
they are copplefe they will Eave no rogre for complatnt efther as
to. the swifability of the destps or the degmily of 1he proposed
Purldings.™

By curcus coincidence, this was also the penod of the
making of India’s capital at New Delhi and Australia’
capital Canberra, while Pretoria, the capital of South
Africa, was zlready established. Viceroy Lord Hardinge
selected architects Edwin Lutvens and Herbert Baker,
who: had designed Union Buldings of South Afnica at
Pretofia, to do urban planming and
desipning of the buddings of New

Delhi r

The architect he selected to plan and
desionn new afy of Patna — or New
Capifal Area —was | F Munnings, a New
Lealander who was fammbiar wath the
works of Lutvens and Baker and had
also  designed builldings m Dacea.
Munmnes was entrusted with the task of
the designing of the Government
Houses  (later called the Governor
House) of Ranchi and Patna, the secre-
tariat (now popularly known as old sec-
retanat) and Patma High Court buldings.

The szite selected for New Capital Area
of Patna was 2 huge rectangular spa

comprising what today 13 5amay Gandh Fiological and
Botanical Park populardy called Patna Zoo, Patna Golf
Cluoby, and the area enclosed by Bayley Road, Gardiner
Road and Hardinge Road up to Patna airport. The gov-
ernment quarters for the secretariat and other staff of
the government were to be located on the south of the
railway line in (Gardanibagh Already, as the provincial
government had begun to function under the Lt
Governor, the clerical staff and officers were brought
from Dacca to man the Bibar secretariat They lived in
tents at Gardamibagh

From 1913, the work on Government House at Rancla
had begun, and it was completed in two
vears; with Lt Governor Bavlev prompt-
Iv shifting there. Towards the end of the
vear, Viceroy Hardinge Ind the founda-
tton stone for the construction of
Government House/ Raj Bhavan at

It took three vears for Bihars
Government House, present dav old
secretanat and Patna High Court build-
mngs to be completed. In between, the
major roads — Bavler, Haddinge
Serpentine and Gardiner roads — were
also constructed, and by 1916, the three
prominent buldings — Ra; Bhavan, old
secretanat and Patna High Court —were
readv for oeccupation. Lord Hardinge
inaugurated them on February 3, 1216

== First Lt Govemaor of Biar,
Sir Charles Stuart Bayloy

Viceroy
Hardinge laid
the foundation
stone for the
construction of
Raj Bhavan at
Patna in 1913,
by 1916, the
three prominent
buildings - Raj
Bhavan, Old
Secretariat and
Patna High
Court - were
ready for

occupation
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Before that happened, Baylev had issued vet another sig-
nificant nohfication on Januvary 28, 1916. The notification
officially -designated Patna as the capitsl city of the
province of Bihar It also notified the conversion of Patna
Muomicipality, earlier constituted n 1864, to Patma City
Mumicipality, and thereby, szet the stage for a separate
municipz] body for the new city of Patna.

Functioning of modern state

Bihar finallv began to functon-as a modern state in the
colonial pedod. The Patna High Court started funchioning
from March 1, 1916, whereby, the junsdiction of Calcutta
High Cousrt over Bihar ceased and the control of the judi-
cial administration was also delinked from it In between,
the government appointed 2 commuttee on May 19, 1913,
to-enable the establishment of -3 umiversity either at Patna
or near it As a result, Patna University came into existence
on October 1, 1917, setting the stage for the expansion of
mnshtostions ef higher education in Bihar In 1946, Bihar
had 18 colleges for males and two for females. In 1949 it
increazed to 25 collepes for males and three for females,
and the number of students compnsed 17,756 males and
433 females.

As to the policing machinery, in 1937, Bihar had 12,698
officers and constables (officially called ‘men’). However,
around the time of Mahatma Gandhi Champaran
‘Batyagrah’ m 1917-18, the dynamics of national freedom
strugele changed Bihar became a parbiapant and witness
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to the Non-cooperation MMovement, Gandhis Dandi
March, and the Civil Dhzobedience Movement, culminat-
ing in the Quit India Movement (1242).

Constitutional head of the state

The state of Bihar, with its judicial administeztion efvil
bureaucracy, police and jail admumistration, and revenue
collection affairs, was presided over by the Lt Governor till
1920 Thereon, the era of the mzbitutien of Governor
started with the admumistratve reforms under Government
of India Act 1919 Black and white portraits of Lt
Governors and Governors — framed and hung on the two
walls of the Raj Bhavan a5 one enters the bulding from its
portico — serve as 3 signipost 1o this roch history

Orverall, Bihar and Onssa had four Lt Governors and 13
Governors in the colonial peried till 1936, and after this,
when Orssa was separated from Bihar, the latter had eight
Governors Hill August 14, 1947 Dunng the Second Word
War (1939-43), Bihar had Governors on four occasions —
Thomas Alexander Stewart, Thomas George Rutherford,
Robert Francis AMundie — with Rutherford holding the
office twice. The last Butish Governor of the state was Sic
Hugh Dow (May 13, 1946 to Aupust 14, 1947). He, as
noted by Philip Mason in his book “Men Who Ruled Indiz’,
had done ezemplary job in perfornmung the war-Gme serv-
ices dunng the Second Werdd War In the post-
Independence perod, Bihar, by now, has had 38
Governors.



== Portraits of former Governors hung an the walls of the ground foor in Bihar Raj Biavan
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Jairam Das Daulatram was
the first Governor after
Independence. Among the
first decisions taken in bis
name were the orders
regarding constructing a
memorial in the name of the
seven students who were
martyred in police firing
while trying to unfurl the
national flag near the
Vidban Sabha on August 9
during the Quit India
Movement in 1942, and the
renaming of the sprawling
‘maidan’ (also called Race
Course Maidan) in the
colonial period as Gandbi
Maidan. Mabatma Gandbi,
in an appeal to quell the
violence during Partition,
bad sat on fast in the corner
of the Maidan, where bis
statue is now installed
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Besides, in the colonial peried, Bihar and Ognssa
together had four officiating Governors: After
Independence, Bihar had eight officiating
Governors: Also; by now, on three ocecasions;
two West Bengal Governor: — Gopalknshna
Gand and Keshao Nath Topath — have held
the office of Bihar Governor in dual charse,
with Topathi m charge twice.

All through, ne woman has been in the office of
Lt Governor or Governor of Bihar in either
pre-Independence penod or post-Independence
era. Edward Albert Gait became Lt Governor
twice. Similarly, when the imstitubion of
Governior came into existence in 1920,
Satvendra Prazanna Sinha from Rampur mn
Orizza, also known a3 Lord Baton Sinha was
the first Governor of Indian ongin

Hugh Lansdown Stephenson and David Sifton
held the office of Governoer thrice, while
Maurice: Garnier Hallet, Thomas Georpe
Rutherford and Thomas Alexander Stewart
twice each. After Independence, none of the
Governors held the office twuce, except
Akhlagur Rahman Kadwai When Jawaharial
Nehri was the Prime Minister, three Governors

— R R Diwakar, Zakir Husain and M A S
Ayvangar — served their foll term:of five years.
Kidwai served for six vears, and in the second
term for five years:

On five occasions, Chief Justices of the Patna
High Court — U N Sinha, K B N Singh, Dipak
Eunmar Sen, (G Sohony, and B M Lal - served
as Officiating Governors.

The boundary of Bihar and Omissa was rede-
fined as Omnssa separated from Bihar, when
James ‘Dawid Sifton (1932-37) was the
Governor. Also, Tharkhand, compnsing the dis-
tricts' of the then Chota Napgpur and Santhsl
Pargana admimistrative divisions, became sepa-
rate in Movember 2000, when Vinod Chandra
Pande held the post

During the tenures of second and third
Governor, Madhav Srihar Aney and R R
Diwakar respectively, Bihar saw notable leaps:
Unmversity and college education saw new
expansion as Patna Umversity was bifurcated
mnto two — Patng Unaversity and Bihar University
—on January 2. 1932, paving the way for spread
of higher education.



The Farst Five Year Plan was also introduced dunng
this penod, which also saw reforms in admnistra-
tion, work on Kosi Barrage Project, and expansion

of pomary, middle and secondary education as

Bihar School Examination Board was established
1952. The launch of the hbrary movement with cen-
tral gzsistance and institution buldmg for the pro-
mptien of cultoral research activities was also miti-
ated during this penod The mstitubons opened

incloded: Nalanda Institute of Post-Graduate :

Studies Research in Pali and Prakrt and Buddhist
Teaching at Nalanda, Mathula Institute of Post-
Graduate Studies and Research :in Sanskrt at
Darbhangs  Bihar Rashtrabhasha Panshad, K P
Javaswal Research Inshtute, both at Patna, and
Institute of Prakot Studies, Vaishali

The devastating 1934 earthquake had put the state
under strain dunng Governor David Sifton’s tenure

The 1967 famine did the same under the tenures of

M A 5 Ayvangar and Nityanand Kanunge. In fact
there ensued a2 long era of socal and econonmc

churning: Raj Bhawvan ezpenenced the effects of

political instability with frequent chanpes and short
tenures of (Governors.

President’s rule

The state was put under President: rule on eight
occasions for wvarous reasons. On the first three
occasions — June 29, 1968 to Pebruary 26, 19659, July
4, 1969 to PFebmary 16, 1970; and January 9, 1972 o
March 19, 1972 — it was due to political instability
caused by defections of legislators: The fourth and
fifth Bmes were from Apnl 30, 1977 o Juone 24,
1977; and February 17, 1980 to June 8, 1980.

President’s rule was imposed for the smth time from
March 28, 1995 to Apdl 5, 1983 to facilitate vote cn
account by Parliament, as the results of assembly
elechion: were awaited On the seventh occassion —
from Febmary 12, 1999 to March 9, 1999 — deteno-
ration of law and order sitnation led to the imposi-
fron of President’s Rule:

Finally, the Centre imposed President’s rule for the
eighth tme — from AMarch 7, 2005 to November 24,
2005 —as the results of the assembly elecHons were
indecisive and did not give majority to any political
party or combine to form government

President’s Rule
was imposed in
the state eight
times: under
Nityanand
Kanungo twice,
in 1968 and
1969; under Dev
Kant Baruab in
1972; under
Jagannath
Kaushal in 1977;
under A R
Kidwai twice in
1980 and 1995;
under Ram
Sundar Bhandari
in 1999; and
under Buta Singh
in 2005
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Rollof S
Honour

A list of Lt Governors of Bihar & Onssa from 1912 to 1920,
Governors of Bihar & Cnissa, and later, Bihar, from 1920 to 1947,
Governors of Bifiar from 1947 to 2000,

and Governors of Bihar (post-bifurcation of Bihar and Jharkhand)

from 2000 tll now _ Sir Saiyendrz Prasanna Sir F-[E,_u-s Wheealer
Sinhg (Baron Sxoha of Rampur) FESL RCIE. IG5
PELCC 1922 vo I927
1920 to 1922
LT GOVERNORS

Bihar & QOrissa

Sir Charles Stuart Bayley Sir Edward Albers Gant

Sir Hugh Landsdown James David Siften
EEST 180, Boret-d a3 OO OOE DED ICYR Stephenson RCIE ICS
1912 vo 1915 19 Movember KCSL KCIE ICS 1932 o 1037
1815 1o 1920 1527 1o 1932
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GOVERNOR
Bihar

Sir Thomas Alexander

Sir Maunce Garmier Sir Thomas Alsxandsr Sir Mavoce Garmer
Hall=rt Stewart FOIE CEI ICT Hallens ECST CIE. ICS Stewart
BT CIE, IEY 16 May, 1938 1o 17 September, 1938 o IR T IES
1 March, 1937 16 Seprember, 1938 3 Aupnsr 1939 6 Angust 1939 o
15 May, 1938 2 Febhruary 1943

Sir Thomas George Rutherford Robert Franeis Mudia 3ir Thomas George S Hugh Dow
BCIECIE ICY CSl CIF, OBEICS Rutherford FCSL CIE TER
3 February 1943 1o 7 Seprember 1943 1o ECIL CIE, ICS 13 May 1946 10
& Seprember 1943 23 Apnl 1944 24 Apnl 1544 w0 14 Au.-_éjust 1947
12 May 1946
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Post-Independence Period

GOVERNORS
Bihar

Jairamdzs Daolaram

15 Aug 1947 - 11 Jan
1948

He wias an Indiss polsheal
leader 1n the Indian
Ind=pendsncs movement
and the first Tndwen
Governor of Bihsr — 3 post
ke held uaitl 1945 whea ne
was agpomnted the Tmon
Albimcter for Food Soppiv
From 1950 to 19346,
Drauvlztram served 25 the
Governior of Aszam.
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Madhav Shribari Aney
12 January 1948 - 14 June
1932

He w=s also = member of
the 3rd T.ok Sabhs from
1962 to 1267, He was
koronred wmth Padms
Wibhuoshan e 1968 n 1973,
he was posthomoushr hon-
ared wnth the Sahitys
Aksdem Awsasd for Sanskent
for s Shrisilakavashornars
(2971}, = Sansknt
ogezphy of Bal Gangadhar
Talzk. Aver Margin Patnzas
named after hem.

Ranganath
Ramchandra Diwakar

15 Junme 1932 -3 July 1957

He w=s the Union himster of
Informetion snd Broadesshing
from 1948 to 1952, Diwsker
was slected 2= memiber of the
Reyye S2bhs from Bombey
State on 3 Apnl 1952 but
rezgned on 13 jone 1952,
watinn 2 few snosnths, when he
wEs appointed the Govatnor
of Biher He slso authored 2
pumberof books m Enghsh,
Feannsds and Himdr

Dr Zalkir Husain
0a fi‘l'f_'}.‘ 195710 May 192

Dir Zzkir Huszin — populedy sddressed 2= "Zakic Taheh' and conferred with the
countrys highest civilian award Bharat Retna in 1963 for his dllostrions role mn
astion boidding — iz the first Governor of Bihar who beczme the conntry's
Prezident He first held the office of the Vice-Premdent [ 1962-67), though, and
then was elevated to the post of President (1967-09)

Bom at Hydersbad (Telangans] on February 3, 1897, he was orphaened early
Zzkir completed hiz pramary educsbon st Hyderabad, 2nd lafer greduated from
Muhzmmaden Anglo-Indizn Onents] College. AR He completed his doctor-
ate from Berhn Unmwersdy (1926). where ke slso brought out an enthology on
one of the grestest Usdu poets Airza Ghalib.

Greatly mifluenced by Mahatms (randha, ke kad parhicipated 1n the nationzl fres-
dom struggle. He wss among the foonder members of Jam:s Abha Tslamia, snd
remamed itz wice-chancellor for 21 vear: from 1927 dusng which be groomed

and martured st and built it into & nstonal msbtohon of repute.

Later, 121 1948, Zaker Husamn sheady & renowmed scademicizn snd Tslamic schol-
zr, berame vice-chancellor of Aligerh AMushm Natonsl Umverstty (AR duas-
iz itz meost catical phaze. He plaved 20 exemplary role in re—zhaping and se-on-
enting AN 25 2 grest centre of learming and rezearch durng hes eaght yesrs =5

vice-chancellor

In 1956, Husamn was nonunsted to Fajra Sabhe, and wes made Biher Governor
the following vesr — an office that he held for five yesrs, until he became the
countey’s second Vice-President

A widely travelled men, he, =3 Prezadent, went on state wmsits to Huongsrey,

Yogoslams, USSR end Nepal



Madabhushi
Ananthasayanam

Ayvangar

11 Mey 1962 -0
Devember 1967

He was elected 3= member
of Centra] Tagizlatre
Azzembly ia 1934, and to
the first Lok Sabka from
Tirupathi snd to the s2oond
Lok Szbhia from Chittoor
constifiendies i P52 and
1956 fespectivelr He waz
efected =z Deputy Speaker of
Lok Sabhe in 1948, and
Izter. =z Speaker of
Lok Sabhz

Nityanand Kanungo
¥ Dee 1967 - 12 Jan 1971

He wiar an Indian
politidian from Odizha, who
served 'zt 5 member of the
Oreizzz Lemslative Azzemblr
miiltiple times. He 2lso
zervedias state mnister for
Revenue and Public Works
Departments. Home Taw
Imdmetries snd A grienltare,
a5 well 25 the Deputy
Aimicter of Commerce and
Industry, and Avistion]
among other= Kanango
zlen served 2t the Goveraos
of Go@Eret

Dev Eant Baroozh
1 Feb 1971 - 4 Felx 1973

He wras an Indizn
politicran from Assem,
who ferved 2= the
Prezident of the Indian
Mational Congresz dusing
the Emerpencr (1975-77)
Bzarooash was & noted post
g mrell Hiz collection of
Azzamese poems 1= shill
TerT popolae

Ram Chandra Dhondiba
Bhandare

< Feb 1973 - 15 Jun 1976

He was g0 Advocate and
Profeszor of Law dnd 5
memiber of the 2th aad 5th
Lok Sabha Hewasa
hfember of Bombar
Legizlatire Azzembiy
dunne 1960-1962 and alen
acted as the Leader of the
Opposition m Makarschtes
Legislative Assembly dos-
g 196062

Jagannath Kaushal Akhlagur Rahman Kidwai

16 June 1976 - 31 20 Sep 1979 15 Mar
January 1979 1883
He was elected to the st Hez wsas 2 resconed
Bajre Scbha tn 1952, and edioationizt snd poliboan,
was designated a= the who served az
Semioe Advocste = the Governor of the states of
EBihar, West Béngal zad
Harvans Hewasz
member of the Baive Szbha
from 2000 o 2004 Kidws:
servad s the UPSC chaie
man from 1974 ta 1977 He
wzz awerded the Padma
remained the Umion Taw Vibhushan Tndiss second
Minister from 1952 to Ebighest civihan avward. The
1885, award was for hiz contnbn-

Soupreme Court i 1954
Post retiremesnt, Kaushsl
was sppointed the
Advocate-Genersl of
Funizb. In 1980 e was
glected to the Lok Szbhe
from Chendigarh and

tioa to poblc affaire
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Post-Independence Period

GOVERNORS
Bihar

Pendekanti
Venkatasubbaizh

15 March 1955 - 25
February 1988

He w=s slected to the Lok
Fabhs and was= the Umon
Afimaster of State for Home
and Parfamentary Affarsan
both Indira Gandhu and
Rayw Gandhs calunet He
was 2lso the Governor of
Karnstaks from 1958 o
1900,
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Gobind Marain Singh

26 February 1958 - 24
Jansiary 1952

He wzs elected to the
Vindhys Pradesh Vidhan
Sabhs 10 1951 from
BamporBaghelsn con-
stitnency. Later, he was elect-
ed to the Xadhys Pradech
Vidhan Sgbhs i 1957 and
i%62 He formed 3 new
politicsl party and became
the Chaef Alinicter of
Aladhya Pradech from 30
Jols 1967 to 12 Merch 1969

Ram I} Pradhan

29 January 19589 - 03
Febrigary 19589

Heis a seticed TAS officer,
who served 55 Union Home
Secretary 2nd Governor of
Arunachsl Pradesh dunng
the Rajiv Gandh govern-
ment Predhan played a
major role in the s=grins of
the Assam Arcord znd the
Adize Accord. He bas keld
secretary-level poztions at
the internationsl snd nztion-
2l levels 1m the sreax of com-

mieree, defence znd home

Jagannath Pahadia

03 March 1989 - (3
February 1930

He was Cheef Alisuster of
Rzjzsthan state from 1980
to 1981 A minicter in gor—
ermment of Indiz for many
vears, he was a mémber of
the 2nd, 4th. 5th aad Tth
Lok Ssbha Healta zerved
15 the Goveenor of
Harrans

Mohammad Yunus
Saleem
in Ff:bma.rj' 199 - 13
February 1991

He was an Indizn
politician, scholsr and
lawver, who wis sctve 1
both zehgions and political
frelds The Aoksmmad

(ans Saleesm Alemorisl
Education Trust h=d been
establizked in his hosone

He was sl=o & poet who
stingoied to make Uzdu
the zecond official
Iangu=sge



Mohammad Shafi Quereshi

19 March 1991 - 13 August
1993

He was= a promment
politicizn from Kashmir He
was the Umon Deputy-Alinistar
of Commerce, Urnon Deputy
Abmzter for Steel & Heavy
Engineenng, Tnton Deputy
Mansster for Ralweys, end
Alinicter of Tonaso & Civt
Araafion. He was also'zppoint-
ed the Governor of Alsdhva
Pradesh :n 1993 and the
Governor of Uttsr Pradesh
1006,

Alkhlagur Rahmen Kidoai

14 August 1993 _ 26 April
1998

Hs waz 2 renownsed
edocatiomst and politician,
who served as Governos of

the ststes of Bihzr West
Bengsl, snd Haryana He was
2 member of the Rajys Sabhs
from 2000 to 2004, Fodwzi
served 3= the TUPEC chairmian
from 1974 to 1977, He was
swerded the Padms
Mibhuchen Imdis’s second
h.i:ghe =t crvihan Swasd. The
awward was for his
contribution to public affars

Sundar Singh Bhandari

27 April 1998 - 15 March
1994

He wes elected to Ragvs
Sabhs from Raasthan
dorng 1966-1972 and from
Uitiar Pradech tn 1976 20d
z2lzo in 1992 He 2lzo zeeved
2= the Governor of Gojamt

from 1999 bo 2003

Vinod Chandra Pande
23 November 1999 _ 14

November 2000

He waz an Indizn Coml
Servant of the Rzjasthan

Cadre, and w=s, notshly,

Cabinet Secretary m
1985-1990. He alzo served
25 Governor of Jherkhand
znd Arnnachs] Pradesk He
w=s 2 scholar of Hind: Psh
and Sznzknt and 5 prohfic
wrter tn Hinde

BAS BHAVAN, BILIAR 839



Governors of Bihar

(Post-bifurcation of Bihar & Jharkhand)

Vinod Chandra Pande

15 November 2000 - 12 fune
2803

He wss 26 Indisn Cigt] Seerent
of the Ramsthan cadre end =
czbinet zecretary in 1989-1090.
He slzo served 2z Governor of
Jherkhend arnd Aronachal
Pr=dezh He was 3 :cholar of
Hind:, Pil snd Ssnzknt snd 2
prolific woter in Hind,
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Mandagadde Rama Jois
12 June 2003 - 31 October 2004

He was = member of Rajrs
Zabhs, 3 former Governor of
Jhsrkhand, #nd = formier Chef
Jostice of the Punjzb snd
Herpens High Court. He was zlso
a semor sdvocate in the Supreme

Court of Indis

Buta Singh

03 November 2004 - 29
January 2006

Buts Smgh is an Indian polbician,
who wzs the Union Home
Abrmister of Indiz, and more
recently, chirrman of the
Nztonal Comsnizzion far
Schedaled Castes from 20807-
2010,

Ramblrishnan Suryabhan
Gavai

22 Jume 2006 - 10 July 2008

He was elected to the 12th
Lok Sabha from Ameavabh He
waz member of Rajys Szbhz
from Aaherachtra, and the
acting Governor of Stklkim.
In 200B, Gavai was appointed
23 Governos of Kersls He
war E rempeat of the Kosts
Alitrs awrzed =5 well s the
Nztional Integration swared

for pesce #nd harmony



Raghunandan Lzl Bhana
10 July 2068 --28 Jure 2009

He was the Governor of
Kerals from- 2004 to 2008,
Bhata was Hrst elected to the
Lok Szbha in 1972 and wse
se-zlected from the zame
coastitiancy m the 1960,
1985, 1992 1096 and 1990
elections He was the Minster
of State for External Affars
in-the Groverament of India
from 1992 nahl 1993

Devanand Konwar

29 June 2009 - 21 March
2013

He hz:s been s cabunst minas-
ter i the state government of
Azzsam i Hideswsr Setlos gor
ernment 1 1991, and 10 Tamn

Gogo: Govtn 2001 He wss
al=o the Governor of Topoza

Dnvandeo Yashwantrao
Paril

22 Mar 2013 - 26 Now 2014

He == an educstor from
IMsharashira Patil wea= 2 mem-
ber of the Adzharazhtrs
Vidhan Sabha from 196778
In both the 1967 znd 1972
electionz, he was elected from
Pankzls Vidhen Sabha con-
stityency. He was slso
gppomted the (Goveroor.of
Tripoee state in 2000

Keshzari Math T:ipathi

27 November 2014 -
I3 Augnst 2015

He s an Indian politietan, sad
the preseat Governos of West
Bengel He was sworn 1a:as the
Governor of Mizorsm v 2015
Earber he was the spezker of
Uttar Pradezh lemisistive sszem-
bl He iz alto =n authorand a
poet =ad has published zeveral
books:Hi= chsef hitersey works
gre tiwo anthologses called
Mamonmknt” and Pays
Pankk’ Hiz commentiry on
“The Reprezentation of the
People Act, 1951 2= shill wndely
exfesmad.
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Bam MNath Kovind
I6 August 2015 - 20 June 2017

Ram Nath Kovind was administered oath of office 25 Governor of Bibar on Ausguct
16, 2015, Toro vears later, ke was elected to the post of Presideat of Indis on July 25,
2017. He iz the firzst Governor of Bikzr who Has been elected to become the coun-
trr's Premdent while =hll in office. Prior to hem, Laloir Husiin bad first become the
coumtry’s Vice-President, and then President

Fovmd. m seversl wars, hes proved to be destinys chosen men Borain 2 poos Dralit
famly at Paraukh millage 0 Kanpur Burs] Distact, Uttar Pradesh, on October 1, 1945,
hes the youngest of five brothers and two misters, though he was orphaned eardy He
had elementsry education 1n the willage, and for oollege stodies, he =tayed wnath hes
glder mster at Kanpur In due course. he gradoated m Commerce and pursoed Law
from DAV College. Kanpur Universty

In 1971, ke remstered with the Ber Council :n Delhy He became personal sssistant to
the then PAL Alorsry Desar seven vears loter, snd femsmed stending coonsel of
Government of Indiz (1280-93). While at the Supreme Court, he zl=o provided legzl

s2d to weaksr sections of zoviety uader Free Legsi Asd Society, Delhr

Ini between, he joined the Bharativa Jansta Party and becsme Rapra Sebha member for
two consecohve terms { 10942006,

White 1n Fayye Sabha, he was part of vanous Parsismentsry Standing Commirtiess; sod
went on stody touss tooseversl coontnes — Thaldand, Nepal Pskistas, Singspore;
(Fermany, Inrtzedand. Franee; the UK and the 175 He wasal=o on the bozed of man-
apement of Dt Ambedkse Universiiy and on the Bozrd of Governor of ITAL Celoutte,
vahl appomted == the Biher Governos
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Eeshari Nath Tripathi
20 Jure 3017 -
29 Seprember 2017
He = 1 Indisn politicizn, snd
the present Governor of West
Bengzl He wazs sworn in a: the
Goveraor of Aizossmiin 2015,
Earher, he wasz the zpeaker of
Utter Pradezh lepislative aszem-
bl He 15 2lso an agthor snd 2
poet znd has publiched zevers]
books. His chief Ltersry works
zre. two zntholomes called
Maowswazns snd “Asie Powck,
Hiz commentsry on "The
Repsezentstion of the Feople
Aet, 18517 5 =t wadely

sesteemed.

Satya Pal Malik
0 Seprember 2017 -
till now

He bhas szerved 2= the Umon
memister of state, perhamentasy
effsiczs and tooosm. snd has
held maay :mpoctant positions
i Centeal 2nd state govecn-
ments. He wes a Rarye Sabha
AP for two term= from 1780 to
1986 and 1986 to 1989, .2nd s
Lok Sabhs MP fzom 1959 to
1990, Mahlk was 2ls0 = member
of Uttar Predesh azzembly from
1974 to 1977, In lss politcal
career. he has slso been the
chasrman and member of menay

parlzmentery committees



From Governor House to President House

Dy Zakir Husain fivst became the country’s Vice-President in 1962, and then also assumed the office of the President for two years, earlier vacat-

ed by Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, popularly called the country’s ‘Philosoplical President’. Ram Nath Kovind, however, was selected as the
presidential candidate while be was still in office of Governor of the state, and subsequently went on to become the 14th President of India

y /é‘, J-.

ﬁ'-im Na!h Kovind bemng admwisterad the oath of office as the T4th President of ndia
by chief Justice of tadia, Justice 1S Khohar

= O Zakir Husam taking oafh of office as the Vice Presigant of india in the presence of
President Or Sanopalll Raditakrishnan. Ausmn went on i bacoms the 3nd President of indis
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Munnings used
a fusion of
classical and
Renaissance
Jforms with
Oriental
simplicity and
elegance in his
Raj Bhavan
design,

while also
incorporating
elements of
‘Green City
Movement’ in
the larger New
Capital Area
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MAKING OF
AMARVEL

qj F Munnings, designated as architect
o i

of the empire, had become consult-
ing architect for Brhar and Orssa
government under Lt Governor Baylevin

the eardy summer of 1912, His overnding
concern was that the designing, planming

and the construction of new Patna had to
be done accommodating international
architectural styles. This was also the time

of the ‘green afy movement It was vet

another international trend which mfla-
enced the planming and lavout of cities
around the tme the world over

Among the first things done was the site

selection for prepacng the layout of new

Paina The site selechon was completed

b-_'*_ —:'!.UglJ-ST__ 1‘;‘1:_ :'\J:lm_niﬂgg used the flat

high ground above the flood levels on
both the sides of the bed of the dead
over Sone, which runs in an arch form
and lies near old secretanat on itz west
Today, this dead river bed has been fur-
ther remodelled. It has been developed
and converted into Eco Park/ Rajdhani
Vatika

New: Patna encompassed the three km
area to the east of Raj Bhavan For its
exclusve campus, 100 acres of land was
allotted and reserved, This three Em oval
area wasz further subdivided into parts
with the grid of four main roads — KG
Avenue (axial lhine that links the Raj
Bhavan and old secretanat), Hardinge
Road, Gardiner Road and Bavley Road.

- Fromt elovation of
Rar shavan, Sitvar
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== (Oid phitograph of erstwhile Govamment House (now Raf Bhavan, Bihar)
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Besides, three other roads that ensued from
Bavley Reoad were to run in arch form
through the axial KG Avenue. The bunga-
lows for the senior officers were consiructed
in the blocs formed by the intersections
along the roads. The residential quarters for
yunor officials and clereal staff were con-
structed in Gardanibagh locality on the south
of the raflway line. The empty space of the
entite stretch was provided with -2 green
cover. It is <till the most envied area in the
capital city of Patma

For the constrizction of new Patna, 1,714 54
acres of land was acquired. Later, 6.46 acres
of land lyng near the Buddha Smot Park
(erstwhile Bankipore Jail) and Patna railway
station was also acqured. New Alarket was
constructed on this newlv-acguired chunk of
land It was a supplement to the Bakargam
market that catered to the needs of the priv-
ileged. The shops in the New Mlarket area
served the needs of the clencal staff Livingin

the government quarters at (Gardanibagh.
Purther, this market enabled the emergence
of Mithapur locality into a2 separate market
and urban residential area.

Imperial mould

Viceroy Lord Hardinge Iaid the foundation
stone for the construction of the Raj Bhavan
on December 1, 1913, The outbreak of the
First World War eight months Iater impeded
the construction work Despite the con-
straints, Munmings succeeded in amalgamat-
g the then mmpenal styles and trends, zlong
with tenets of the green ciftv movement, in
building the new Patna that had become the
state’s capital The New Capital Area also
seemed to replicate what King George W,
Viceror Lord Hardinge and Lt Governor
Bavlevy had envisioned — 3 oty that would
befit the tag and look of an imperial capital
and 3 continuation of the Patliputra of the
ancient AManryan and Gupta dynasties.

The Raj Bhavan
building is in
‘Oriental Classic’
mould - that is,
simple and elegant,
a mixture of the
Western

classical and
Renaissance
architectural styles,
suitably designed to
suit the tropical
wind and beat
and Eastern

taste for simplicity,
as Viceroy Lord
Hardinge
envisioned it

to be
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The impenal style and wision that Munnings
amalgamated were evolved by Lutvens and Baker
It consisied mn the muxing of Renmssance sivle
Palladian, classical columns and high celing for
architectural purposes, and the green city mowve-
ment fo give 4an appropoate landscape to new
Patna. They have continued to exist for the last
one century without shedding any of their
effects, be it the greenery, or ther cultural peog-
raphy. Also, he built New Patna well in time,
despite the impediments of the First Werld War

Aside of planning the New Capital Area,
hMunnings  designed the Ra; Bhavan/
Government House, old secretarat, Patna High
Court and general post office. He picked up ele-
ments from Pretora Tnion Bulldings designed by
Baker to design the old secretanat bulding The
Patna High Court was modelled on the Allahabad
High Court building The general post office
building has Neo Palladian foundation and flat
roof, but is without classical columns in the por-
tico or on the verandah, Tts arches protect it from
hot wind and slanting ravs of the sun.

However, the real impenal vision and imperal sivle
15 visible i the Ray Bhavan and the old secretariat
building, the latter also having a Clock Tower. Raj
Bhavan, by virtue of beng the bulding meant for

A8 B THE FIRST ADIDRESS

the office and home of the Governor, takes prece-
dence over the old secretariat building. They
reflect and radiate both mmpenal power and archi-
tectural elepance Both stand facing each other at
the two ends of the cne kilometer, 180-feet wide
King George Avenue — popularv cialled KG
Averme The avenue serves as the amal kne, in per-
fect symmetry between the Ra) Bhavan and the old
secretanat building

The symmetry is so perfect that the portico of the
Raj Bhavan i3 also called “wrewing corndor,
because even while standing in its rmddie, one can
clearly see the tall clock tower of the cld secre-
tanat, and the Dorc and paired Tuscan columns
of its portico. One can also notice even hiftle signs
of movement of life on its flight of stars, orinits
verzndah It 15 the facade of the two sprawhng
buildings that enthralls viewers. Their exteriors —
high Palladian, thick walls, Dornc and Tusean
columns, ngh ceilings, arches and sloping roof of
red tiles — present the same effect

The ahgnment of the Ra) Bhavan, along with an
annexe buwlding each at its two ends, 15 in the
north-south direction. Tis facade faces the east
and opens on 4 large garden, taking into account
the local weather conditions 35 well a5 the wind
movement.

== A wiew of old
Secrotanat, from
atop Raj Bhavan,

aifrar
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== The ciock tower of the Ol Secretanat Dividing

There 1s a ten-feet-wide gallery between the outer:
wall of the building and the inner rooms. Besides.
there is also space between the sloping red tiled roof !
and the ceiling These two elements keep the rooms :
and the central corriders-on the ground and two
other floors cool Plhus, the second floor has ventila—:

tors and arches

There are siz gates along the boundary wall — three :
on the left flank and three on the dght Each pate :
leads to a path that runs through the well-tended :
sarden right up to the central section of the Raj:

Bhavan.

Munmings also credted two small structures at the !

two ends of the boundary wall. The left one serves
as the living guarters for the police personnel
deploved for security. The right one is the recep-
tion room managed by the police personnel who
follow the protocol for entry commensurate with
the decorum and sanctity of the Raj Bhavan, the
official home of the executive head of the state.

The cream toned whitewash of the building con-
trasts with the dark greenery of the trees behind it
and on its flanks, and also with- the greenery of the
lawn The combined effect is soothing to the eyes
and senses. In itself, the sight of the wide KG
Avenue, lined by trees on the two flanks, 15-an aes-
thetic treaf to feaston
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Green cify movement

The visual serenity of natural greenery around Raj
Bhavan — and, m fact, m the entire New Caprtal
Area — serves as both model and inspiration. If
anyone takes a broad aerial view of Patna from Raj
EBhavan, the singular thing that sinkes 15 the city’s
green cover. Por, the three Em oval stretch of land
on the east of Raj Bhavan has lush green carpetsin
the lawns of the Raj Bhavan itself, as well-as in old
secretariat, state legislature, Patna High Court, gen-
eral post office campus and Hardinge Park behind
the general post offrce bulldmg: There are also tall
trees of vanous vadefies along such roads as KG
Avenue, Hardinge Road Gardiner Road Bavley
Road and aleng other major roads that hnk the
Bavler and Hardinge roads, as well as in
Gardanibagh  Consequently, fill recently, Patna
enjoved the seputation of bemng called a “green
aatr.

However, the green cover is not spread umiformly
across the length and breadth of the city. Instead,
the preen cover iz dense in westem Patna, on the
sputhern side of Bavley road up to Buddha Marg It
then forms a narrow north-eastem strp taking
along with it localiies that ke along Buddha Marg
(Patna-Gava: Road of the past), and also
Chhajjubag, Golghar, Gandhi DMaidan and
Bankipore. Pinally, it tapers into a narrow strip of
green cover that exists between the southern bank
of the Ganga and the northern flank of Ashok Raj
Path It takes glong with it, the campus of Patna
Medical College and Patna University, right up to
what todar iz National Institnte of Technology

NIT. The preen cover existing in other localifies,
like Kankarbagh and Pathiputra Colony, emerged in
the 1970s.

From a utilitarian point of view, Raj Bhavan serves
a5 the residence of the state’s Governor, as alzo for
the stay of the couatry’s President and Prme
Minister, as well as other honoured guests of the
Governor It is also the plece from where the
Govemor transacts his officeal fnchons and duhes.
Yet, the relevance and value of Raj Bhavan often
transcend its uhlitarnan objectives. They alsc he in
the aesthefic beauty of the Raj Bhavan, both as a
standglone edifice as well as a part of the enfire
geographical frame encompassing KG Avenue and
the old secretariat, ammdst the vast landscape and
the lush greenerty.

Munnings implanted in New Capital Area of Patna
the stylez which could be easily called colonial
modermitv. Alsd, the architecture form of Ea
Bhavan could alzo be called a “melding™ or “mar-
riage™ of the classical and Renaissance forms with
the "Ornental’ stmplhicity and elegance.

Munmings left a Iegacy of the architectiural form of
Ra) Bhavan that bears his ezclusive stamp.
Although the Raj Bhavan has an impenat history, it
is not overbearing, for the simple reasen that the
architectural stvle is plain and simple, bereft of dec-
orative deésigns as marked the Indo-Saracenic style
or Indic forms. Its scale, too, 15 not.as extravagant
as the Rashtrapatt Bhavan on Basing Hill New
Delhi

Munnings had
planned the
layout of New
Capital Area,
keeping Raj
Bhawvan as the
nodal point,
incorporating
the ethos of the
‘Green City
Movement’,
popular in
metropolitan
Europe and
elsewhere like
in South Africa
and Australia
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The
architecture as
well as the
infterior décor
of Raj Bhavan
caters to both
aesthetics and
functionality
with equal

elan
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DESIGNED TO
DELIGHT

it should address the needs of functionality with

the pleasure of aesthefics. Also, in case of offi-
cial or public buildings, it should be in keeping with
the dipnity of office and the importance of its public
TEPIEentaton.

== he fundamental principle of architecture iz that
J

The attributes of architecture, which Munnings
applied even to the intennors of the Ray Bhavan, do full
justice to it. For, the basic fact about the Raj Bhavan
iz that it is the ‘home’ of the Governor in office, who
15 also the hesd of the state. Apart from performmg
official fanctions, he hves there with members of his
family. They together make the states First Famuly,
with Governor as the First Citizen and his wife as the
First Lady of the state. The Governor, by extension,
also embodies the cultural and artistic life lived and
aspired for, by the atzens. The mtencrs of the Raj
Bhavan showcase these aesthefic aspects in profuzion

Functional structure

The central section of the Raj Bhavan is a three-storey
building. At its: northern and southern end .are two
annexes, each with a ground and first floor The three,
in alisnment, cast an impressive look, with high ceil-
mgs-and sturdy walls A central corridor runs throupgh
every floor. The three corridors, one on each floor of
the central building and in the two double-storey
annexes, are symmetnical The rooms stand on either
side of the corridor, flanking them The annexes are
Iinked to the first floor of the central building by 2
wide honzontal span The corndors on the ground
and the other two floors of the central building are
carpeted. Both the annexes have flights of stairs that
lead to their first floor



== Billiard Room
o the first fioor
of Bihar Raf
Eftavan

The eszential functonal aspects of the interiors can be
found in the Iiving rooms that are meant for use by the
Governor and his fanuly, for the wisiting President and
Prime AGmister of the country, as well as for iz honoured
guests — all on the second floor Along with them stand
the sitting room, Wisitors’ room and 2 dining hall.

At the southern end of the ground floor of the central
building 15 the office chamber of the Governor, whick he
accesses bra Hft

The room for visiters 1s-at the front. Along it also e the
officés for his two aides-de-camp (AsDC) — one from the

Indian Police Services (IPS) and the other from the
armed forces.

The bureaucratic structure that is in place at the Raj
Bhavan to aid, advise, inform and serve the Governor is
headed by the prncipal secretary of the Raj Bhavan
Secretanat, which also funchons from the ground floor
of the central section of the buidding The chamber of
the principal secretary, aiong with the waiting room for
his visitors, is at the northern end of the ground floor
The principal sectetary's chamber is in the same row as of
the Governor. There is also a large, spacious conference
room in front of the poncipal secretary™s chamber

I —

Among the dis-
tinctive elements
of Raj Bbavan is
the Durbar Hall
on the ground
floor, along with
a large sitting
room and an
equally large
banquet hall -
coupled with a
traditional
dining room for
the Governor
and bis family,
besides a
billiards room
and library - on

the first floor

l——
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>> Pre-Independence furnishings at Raj Bhavan, including intricately carved wood furniture, chair and foot rest

]

Sy . = y v
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=» A fine specimen of British design - a heavy wooden >> Wood crafied chair with Mauryan design in == Coramaonial silver gilded omates chair and foot rest of the
cabinet in the Banqguet Hall the Rilliard Room Head of the State in Durirar Hall
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The Ra) Bhavan staff and officials, who funehon
from the rooms which lig in the northern annexe,
teport to the poncipal secretary.

Earher the kitchen of the Governor used to func-
ton from the first floor of the northern anneze,
Later, the ktchen was shifted to the second floor
on the western end of the central zection of the
building. The prezent-day kitchen also has g large,
spacious courtvard, surrounded by small eolumns
and arches. At one time, the courtvard used to
have 2 badminton court that was used by the
Governor, or by the members of his family

Durbar hall and other
distinctive features

In terms of assimilation of architectural atirib-
ptes, the Durbar Hall on the ground floor,
together with the Banquet Hall (Dining Room)
and the 5itting Room (also called Reception
Room) on the firzt floor have been rated among
the most attractive features of the Raj Bhavan
Thev immediatelr bring to memory the romance
of the “British Ray

= The courtyard on the secand
flopr of Rs) Bhavan
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State functions
like oath taking
ceremony, of the

Governor him-

self, the chief
Justice of Patna
high court, and
the chief minis-
ter and his
council of
ministers - or
any other big
function as
desired by the
Governor - are
beld in Durbar
Hall on the

ground floor of
Raj Bhavan

o8 B THE FIRST ADDRESS

LS5 O'Malley, the admunistrative historian cum gazetteer
of the colomial penod, admuringly noted :n his boeck
‘Patna’, pubhished in 1924: “On the grownd fisar are the officer
and fhe darbar ball and on fhe first floor are the reception room,
the chief of which are the drauing and dintng roomrs, 2ach measir-
ing 43 feet by 37 feel”

He also recalled the beauty of Munnings® design. He spe-
ciglly mentioned the ceding of the Durbar Hall, which is
arsuably among the highest compared to any building of
repute in the state. He wrote: "The darbar sall and the ball
roory der on the west of 1he mrain block, mearuring 63,3 feet by 43
feet, and rizing through huwo floorr of the buriding, averlooked By 1he
colonnaded balconies of the firsf floor.” As to the salient feature
of the flooring of the Durbar Hall. he noted: "The fiver ir
of feak planking supporied on springs, which give it excellent
restdtence, ™ His test ends there. Nonetheless, the grandens
and anbiquity of the Durbar Hall Sithing/ Reception
Room and Banquet/ Dining Hall have continued to
enthrall the imagnation of visitors.

Governor’s oath taking
ceremony

The most important ceremonial occasion for the Raj
Bhavan occurs when the Governor himself is adminis-
tered the path of office by the chief justice of the Pama
High Court. On ceremonial occasions, the Durbar Hall 13
reached straight from the portico on the eastern face of
the building, and alternatreely, from the arched openings
on the northern and eastern end of the central corndor

The Durbar Halls spacious interiors is supported by tall
and sturdy white columns. In the front is a red-carpeted
small dais, in the middle of which is Kept the ornately

designed silver chair which the Governor occupies on cer-
emonial occasions The entire floor is covered with baize
carpet

A 10-feet-vade red carpet iz laid to create two blocks of
space, with the red carpet runming straight to the dais: The
other end of the red carpet extends right up to the porti-
co. Sofas are arranged m the Durbar Hall for state depni-
tanes, while chairs seat around 150-200 guests:

During the pubernatonal cath taling ceremony, the state
assembly speaker, chairman of the legisiative council, chief
mimister, council of mmmisters, departmental heads and
other invitees take their respective seats in advance, before
the arnval of the Governor At the appeinted time. the
Governor walks up to the dais in 4 small procession. At his
front are two guards called “chobdars, followed by two
AsDC. Behing the Governor 13 the princrpal secretary, fol-
lowed by the chief justice and the judges of the High
Court The Governor climbs the dais and occupies the
seat, after which the chief secretary begins the function.

The chief justice administers the oath of office to the
Governor: After its completion the Governor puts his sig-
nature in the official regster It indicates that he has for-
mally taken charse. The Governor, usually, speaks a few
words: The ceremony comes to an end with the planing of
the National Anthem by the brass band, after which the
Governor leaves in procession, and the invitees refire to
the Reception Room or Banguet Hall in accordance with
the arrangement made for high tea Some among them
mught just also deaide to enjoy the visual treat provided by
the art objects — sculptures, paintings, portraits and decor
— suitably placed for displar in the corridors, as well 25 in
the rooms on the second floor
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== An ofd statie of
Maitraya I the foyer
of Durbar Hall
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Art and antiquity

On display at the Ra; Bhavan are sculptures,

pantings and @mfrs that the respectuve
Governors received or collected over time. The

sculptures have been displaved mamly in the

open space on the ground floor in front of !

Durbar Hall Painfings, gifted or procured, have
been displaved in the Durbar Hall and various
rooms meant for use by the Governor, the
President and the Prime Ainister, a5 well as n

the Sitting Room They have also been hung on

the walls ‘a5 one climbs up the flight of steps

from the Durbar Hall on the ground floor to
the Sithing Room or the Banguet Hall on the
first floor, as well 45 on the walls of the rooms
ot the second floor

Ground Floor

The entry into the ground floor i3 provided
through the portico located at the centre of the
building: The facing walls on both sides of the
fover contain framed portraits of all the Lt
Governors and Governors, of both pre- and
post-independence eras.




== Mptal statue of Nataraj in the first == 7Hh century stone sciipeore of 'Kartikeya' seated on 2 == ARl idol of the Buddha, unveiled in 2007 on the occasion
flaor foyer peacock, in the foyer of Durbar Hall an the ground floor of 2550 years of Mahapaninirvana
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Thomas and
William Daniell
drew extensive
sketches of
ancient cities of
Raj Mabal,
Gaya, Patna
and Monghyr,
which are part
of the collection
of Raj Bhavan,
Bihar. These
scenic depiction
of varions
landmarks of
Bibar are part
of the series
‘Oriental
Scenery’
published in
London during
1795-1808
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The sculpture, paintings and portraits on the
ground floor catch one's attention immediately.
In the corrdor on the grouad floor, facmg the
portico, idols of the siting Buddha, Kartikeva
and Maitreva are displaved.

Paintings and portraits are displaved mainly on
the wails of the pround and first floor Quite 2
few paintings done by artists of the Romantic
Period in England also find place on the walls of
the corndor near the office chamber of the prin-

cipal secretary. In this category are old prints of
engravings on Bihar by Wilham Hodges and the
Daniell brothers, Thomas and William Hodges
toured varous parts of the state in the eardy
1780s, while the Daniell brothers, inspired by his
paintings. followed him a decade later in the early
1790s. They painted various subjects, including
banyan trees, stark doy trees, ghats of the Ganga,
Raymahal Maspd, AMunger fort, Manersshanf,
Patna, Bodh Gaya, Deo in Aurangsbad, and
Rohtasgarh fort.



»‘r‘hmﬂmdf‘mdﬂmsﬁnﬁmiﬁn
Maneaah (Maner] on the River Sone’, engraved by
Thomas Damieil

'A view of a Hﬂqmﬂw an aquatint
pnntnﬂ!m engraving done by British traveller and
artist William Hodges (1742-1797)
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== A view of the Fort of Mongheor upon
the hanks of the River Ganges'
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The Durbar Hall has it: own share of paintings. A por-
trat of Mahatma Gandhi hangs at the centre of the
dias, while at its two corners are placed portraits of the
country’s first President Dr Bajendra Prasad and the
first Prime Minister Pandit Jawzharlal Nehro. Two pho-
tographs of Bhum Rao Ambedkar — handing over the
Book of Constitition to Prazad in one, and taking oath
as Umion law rmmster, with Nehruo standing bezide him
and Sardar Patel looking on, in the other — are dlzo on
dizplay there.
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== Paimtings by renownod painter of Bihar, Upendra Maharathic (Loft) Painting depicting the mocting of the Buddha with people of Vaishali hung noar the staircase that
leads to the Banguet Hall; (Right) Portrait of Mahatma Gandhi, hung on the elevated stage of Durbar Hall, under which all oath-taking ceremonies take place

Besides, there 13 a painting of Veer Kuer Singh, the
Bihar hero from the 1837 War of Indian Independence.
There are al:o photographs of relisious and historical
shrines of the state. At the ourter wall of Durbar Hall is
hung the portrait of Ram Mlanchar Lohia, freedom
fighter and progenitor of Indian Socialism.

Mear the staircase that leads to the Banguet Hall is
placed a painting by the legendary artist from Bihar,
Upendra Maharathi. The painting depicts the meeting
of the Buddha with people of Vaishah.



=+ il painting of Babu Kumwar »= Portralt of Sardar Ballabh Bhai
Singh by Amil Kumar Patal by Anil Kumar

+= ' Pandit fawahar Lal Nehru" - oil portrait of the first Prime Minister of => D Bhimrao Ambedkar handing the Constitution of india to President Dr Rajendra Prasad - A print of
India by N 5 Subha Krishna the original ol painting
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Life size Madhubani paintings by the pioneerng sriist
Jagdamba Devy, dre also on display at the wall where the
two smaircases, rising from the ground floor near the
Drarbar Hall, meet on the first floor.

First Floor

The idols of the sitting Buddha and Nataray are exhibited

on the first floor Paintings and portraits also find a place
on the first floor The portraits of the Prezident and the

Prme Aimster have been prommently displaved on the

walls of the Banquet Hall
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Second Floor

A painting of the country's first President Dr Rajendra
Prasad, sitting in 4 ceremonial bugey, headed for the first
Republic Dav celebraton in Delhi, has been displaved
near the Lft that the Governor uses to reach the ground
floor

A black and white photograph of a smiling Mahatma
Gandhi in conversation with Jawaharlsl Nehru dunng the
national freedom struggle 15 also on display on the second
floor. Besides, a portrait photograph of former Prime
Momster Atal Bihan Vajpavee has 2lso been displaved in
the corridor.



Rare life-size Madhubani paintings on Masonite board by renowned first-generation Mithila artist,
Jagadamba Devi. Deprcted in these are the forms of a dancmg glri Krishna with Gopis, Durga, and
the rayal processmn respectively

> Panels depicting mud wall paintings of Mithila region of Bihar, hung on the walls of the staircase léading to the firs floor
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>> Handcrafted porcelain and crystal vases from the days of the British Raj, displayed in the private dining room of the Governor on the
second floor. These have been made by famous manufacturers such as Waring & Gillow, Alfred Meakin, Keeling & Co Ltd of England
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> A chimmey breast i the Bifiand Room

Interior decor

The mntenor decor also catches the
imagination of the visitor All the halls
and rooms chare some common fea-
tures; 1.6 their doors and windows are
statelr, and thev have fire places to pro-
wide heat in winter However, due to
advancement in -arcondibomng tech-
nologr, the fire places are no longer in
use. Accordingly, they have been
blocked and their chimney breasts con-
verted into decorative facades.

The gmfts and mementes receiwved by
the successive Govémors have been
displaved in sideboards fized to the

walls of the =itfing rooms and the visi-
tors' rooms on the second floor

Similarly, offshore glassware and bone
china erockery that the Lt (Governors
and Governors uzed in the colonial
period have also been preserved and
put on display in the Dining Room-on
the first floor

The Banguet Hall and Sitting Rooms
have three round brass-framed mirrors
fized on three walls. On the top of each
iz the emblematic image of an:eagle
just about to swoop down.

The dazzle of the chandeliers fized to
the ceiling of the Durbar Hall, Banquet
Hall and Sitting Rooms {both on the
first and second floor) catch the eve
immediatelv

Every room on the second floor has
been provided with sk upholstered
bed, designer furniture, an attached
dressing room, a dressing table and
mirror, dining table and an ante-room,
while some also have a book case. The
residents of the rooms can always have
4 panoramic view of the greenery out-
side through the glass windows, as the
Ra; Bhavan is surrounded by a vast
open space with green cover and trees
on all its sides.

= e of the three round
brass-framed mirrors hurg
on the wails of the

Banguet Hall
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ihving room an

floor of Ray
Bhavan, Gihar

Local connect

Governor M R Jois, during his tenure, imparted local con-
nect to the stately suites and rooms on the second floor of
the Raj Bhavan He gave a culturally appropdate name,
Rajgrih— the name of the anaent Indian town in Bihar that
engendered the Maurran and Gupta empires — to the suites
meant for the Governor, the President and the Prime
Minsster. as: they are in close proximity of each other
Similarly, three other guest rooms were renamed — Saket
Wikramshila and Nithila.
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On 3 larger scale, the process of decolonisation impacted
the cultural geography of the New Capital Arez. It began
with the replacement of the stame of King George V, earhi-
er mnstalled on 2 high pedestal at the centre of the round-
about in front of the Raj Bhavan, br that of the country's
first President, Dr Rajendra Prasad

Further, the KG Avenue itself was rechnstened Deshratna
Marg, in the memotv of Prasad who was bestowed with the
honorific Dleshratna® for his enormons contrbution to
nation-building.



»= Statie of Deshraina Dr Rajendra Prasad
in the middle of the Raj Bhavan Squaro




The campus of the
Raj Bhavan is a
compact world
replete with public
utility, medical,
staff housing and
recreational
Jacilities
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AWORLD
WITHIN

olitically, Bihar Ra; Bhavan, along with the all-

important institution of the office of Lt

Governor,/ Governor, was given shape and form
in the era of BEuropean imperialism. The tradibonal
European imperal powers — the Englizh, the French,
the Dutch and the Portuguese — had established the
coloniz]l order in Asia, Afocaand South Amenica. The
emergent imperial powers, Germany and Italy, compet-
ed with them to have their own share in markets and
resources, which led to the globally destructive four-
vear-long First World War

Culturally, around the same time; there emerged the
practice of liberalism in arts; social economuc and
physical/ natnral sgences; innovation in physical and
chemical science; new modes of transport such .as
steamships and aeroplanes, and modes of communica-
tion like wireless, as well as the establishment of educa-
tional and techmcal mstitutions. It had led to the
growth and spread of modernization The popular
interest in health, hypiene, physical exercise and body

care also surfaced. All this-saw the overall prowth of
urban culture.

Seeds of modernity

Around the time Bihar found its ndependent political
identity a5 4 separate state, with its own state capital
and -accompanying polity modelled to serve the colo-
nial order; the liberal European modermism of the last
four decades was withess to the big burst of “high’
modermsm 1 literatiire, other arts. and sports. It had
also seen the emergence of ‘high’ modermist architec-
ture everywhere in Europe that marked the practice of
art and craft pioneered by Lutvens and Baker In rune
with it, any ‘good’ building had to be-architecturally
impressive and eve-catching, and also endowed with
large, spacious, lush green surroundings. In Bihars
case, the Raj Bhavan, along with the old secretariat, the
Patna High Court and the GPO buildings constituted
the epicentre for the spread of governance and com-
munication network



== The oofridor
leading up to
Durhar Half

By then, the state had alreadv had 1ts share of the
expansion of railway and road network. Its people,
on their own volition, had taken to standardising
the Hindi language even as the offical language
was English The first recorded novel in Hindi lan-
csuage had already been wrnitten in the Iast.decade of
the 19th century, and more were to follow It was
tied to the reading and wnting public in the avail-
able and emerging muddie class sections. The Raj
Bhawvan — for that matter, the mstitubion of the
office of Governor, totally identified with it — and
acquired 2 pivotal position in planting the seeds of
modermsm for its spread in the state, It was to be

rradual, because sooety was stll predominantly
rural, even as there were sround 58 towns that had
municipalities by the end of the second decade of
the 20th century.

Just how significant 2 role the office of the
Governor plaved, could be gauged from the mior-
mation regarding the availability of tennis courts on
the campus of the Raj Bhavan. Probably, O Malley
had the same feeling He wrote in s book Pama’,
"“The compound af one bundred acrer har been well laid oni;
and 1t contams a nueber of exvellent lawn temnir cosris
whick le beiween 1he fwo main gpproack drver”
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== A Dayyan tree,
one of the oigest,
in ife Raj Bhavan
preqmises
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In the post-Independence period,
Governor Quereshi enjoved plaring
billiards in the Billiards Room on the
first floor of the central section of
the Raj Bhavan, while the Lbrary
catered to the reading pleasure of
thoze Governors and their family
members and guests, who happened
to be voracious readers.

By extension, persons who held the
office of Lt Governor and Governor
in the colonmial peniod, and of the
Governer after  Independence,
brought into: play their ooen personal
tastes, hobbies, interest in sports, gar-
dening and horbcuolture, az well as
commutment to the prowth of higher
education, health and innovations in
apriculture and allied activities. The
succession of Governors left thewr

individual imprints on the campus of
the Raj Bhavan

Lush green
surroundings

According to the Patna Distoet
Gazetteer (1970), wntien by N
Kumar, the “sprawling™ campus of
Ba; Bhawin has 110 acrsy of Iliash
green surroundings. It consists of a
23-acre plot of flower garden, both at
its front and belind it, 2 22-acre plot
for vegetable garden and farmmng
activities, 23 well as 12 acres of
orchard of mangoes, puava and other
fruats. The flower gardens, both in
the front of the Rz Bhavan and
behind it, have artistically lzid out
pedestoan tracks to facshtate walking,
all the while enjoying the freat of
colours.

s La EJ—

= Viepetahie gardon defth and mango orchard (rght) an the Raj Bhavan campus



The rows

of majestic

bottle palms,
standing in
alignment in the
front garden of
the Raj Bbavan,
and the tall
banyan tree on
the northern
edge of the
garden, add
depth and
dimension to the
greens around
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» Rs0s-and other
flowers i the Ra)
Bhavan garden
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Rose Garden

Even as 21l the Governors had a love for the garden
and the lawn, and would take leisurely walks in and
around 1, two Governors m partcolar, Dr Zakir
Husain and A R Kidwai, are especially remembered
for their love for gardens Dr Zakir Husan in fact
had a fountain constructed in the front lawn. The
fountain, along with the varefy of roses around it,
was called “Zakic Kiara®

Subzequently, Kidwai, who served for six vears st the
Raj Bhavan, inchiding for five years in the 1990s,
exhibited multi-faceted interest m the greens He
showed an exceptional fondness for lawns, gardens,

agriculture practices, fishery and poultry farming
Walking in the lawn was a daily actreity that he cher-
1shed. If any new variety of rose was developed any-
where m the country, he would bring it to the Bihar
R3) Bhavan garden. He also loved breeding new van-
eties of roses. On account of hiz abiding interest,
the Raj Bhavan garden, at one time, had around 650
vanetes of roses!

He got the rose plants and flowers properly tended,
at times lending personal care, and also i1ssued
mnstructions te the garden supervisor on the
specifics that needed to be done. What 15 also andly
recalled about him 1= that he pinned a rose bud on
the Iapel of his coat daily.



One with nature...

= Clockwise from top left: New additions (o the Raj Bhavan promises — Polyhouse, greemhouse, solar panels, and sprinkier systam for watenng the lawns
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Horticulture & fishery
Kidwai, in tune with his interest m gardens and hor-
ticulture, had a nursery built for cacty, called Cactus
House, along the southern end of the Raj Bhavan,
bevond the lawn. He also oversaw the planting of
new bottle palms in rows in the front lawn, as the
existing ones — then a 100 vears eold — had started
aging and showed signs of witing. New vaneties of
mango, developed m any of the states agnculivre
vaiversities, would be promptly planted in the
orchard of the Raj Bhavan

The farm land at the rear of the Raj Bhiavan had a
pond from earlier fimes: Kidwa had two more small-
er ponds dug, in which he ezpenmented with pisc-
culture. It was picked up by the state government for
inchision in its pobcy framework and implementa-
fion 45 4 scheme Sumlarly, he expenmented with
poultry farming, especally in the rearing of quail
(bafer) and turker. Birds bred at the Raj Bhavan were
open to purchase by pecple in the atv back then
Later, the poultry farming was discontinued.
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== FOnmer Goveynor and now the President of india, Ram Nath Kownd, enjoying @ moment of jeisure at the mango orchand i ithe Aar Bhavan campus i AUBUst 2017
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Along with new
practices in
horticulture and
fishery, AR
Kidwai also
introduced the
practice of
ringing a bell to
alert the staff
and officials
about the start of
the day’s official
schedule of the

Governor
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Healthy routine

The sound of the reveille is also the hour around which
the Governor wakes up. He is served tea by his person-
al staff The kitchen staff begin the dav’s duty at 6.30
am. By that time, the Governor, if he i3 so inclined, is in
the front lawn of the Raj Bhavan, orin the one behind
it, for hus merning walk Some of the Governors; such
gz A B Kidval Venkatasubbaiah Pahadis, Quereshi
Bama Jois, Buta Singh, Devanand Konwar and Ram
Nath Kovind, were known to tike brisk morning walks.
A few of them such 33 Ram Nath Kovind also practized
Je2a and vipassana for holistic health.
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Other facilities

In the middie, on the northern side of the drove orpi-
nating from the Reception Room, stands Rajendra
Mandap. Former President Pranab MAukherjee, during
his visit and stay at the Raj Bhavan, had addressed the
audience conasting of chief justice of the Patna High
Court and other High Court judges, Speaker of the state
assembly, chairman of the legislative council, chief min-
ister, members of his councl of minmisters, legislators,
heads of departments and other officials and dignitaries;
at Rajendra AMandap.

== FalTmer
Prosidont of
Indiz, Pranab
Mukhenee,
inaugurating
the Ragendra
Mandap in the
Ra Bhavan
CRTIPLS O
October 3,
2012
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RAJENDRA MANDAF
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== Ramendra Mandap i the Rgj Bhavan campus
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STATE DISPENSARY

AL BHSUIN PaTHA

s CIOCKWISE froem top foft. SBLATM, disponsary, povermment guis” meodie school amd post office— ail wathm the Ra) Bhavan campus
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2= TraIing
nstrute run by
Matwla imiolsd
Covmimiiies,
wiich is under
the patronage of
the First Lady of
the stats

Cultoral programmes involving eminent arhsts are
hosted by the Governor at the Rajendra AMandap.
Recently, former Governor Ram Nath Kovind
hosted the theatre performance of drama
‘Chanakva’ by 2 Mumbai based theatre and cultural
£roup.

The Raj Bhavan Archives contain and preserve fHles,
documents and other official papers having the
stamp and official noting of the Lt Governor and
Governors, of 35 originate from the Raj Bhavan
Secretanat. Documents can be found here dating to
the days of the incepbon of the Raj Bhavan

Compact world

Given the natare of the office of Governor, the Raj
BEhavan make: a compact world in itself Fish
ponds, farmland, plot allotted for vegetable gardens
and orchards, which have pathwars around them,
serve the requirement of the state’s First Fanly
The Raj Bhavan has its swimming pool constructed
behind the main building, on the south-west corner,
next to the tennis court

Within the campus of the Raj Bhavan is the official
guarter of the pnncipal secretary

IThe Raj
Bbhavan bas its
own printing
press, which
prints the day’s
engagements of
the Governor.
Expectedly,

the top middie
slot of the
Governor’s
printed
engagement
sheets bas

‘His Excellency’s
Engagement’
superscribed
on it
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Besides, there is a separate colony for the offi-
cials and staff It exists on the northern end of
the premuses, outside its boundary wall, with 2
gate to facihtate entrv

On the campus of the Raj Bhavan colonv
stands a2 separate branch of State Bank of
India, which, at one fime; was called Impenal
Bank of India. There 15 a post office as well,
and a government hospital manned by an
assistant surgecon and other health staff and
doctors, that atterrds to the minor health needs
of the Governor,

In the early period of the Raj Bhavan, a stabie
was located in 2 sechion of the Ray Bhavan staff
coleny. It housed and reared horses; for use by
the mounted police on ceremonizl ocecasions.

1=

The staff colony alse had a section with plat-
forms and water outlets, meant for use by the
laundry staff to wash, clean, dry and ron the
clothes of the residents of the Ray Bhavan, as
well as of 1ts staff

A part of the Ra) Bhavan wath forest cover was
transferred to Samav Gandh Zoological and
EBiclogical Park (popularly called Paina Zoo),
which stands adjacent to it Yet; Patna Zoo,
along with the adjoiming Patna Golf Club, in
practical environmental terms, has not shrunk
the green cover surroundimg the Raj Bhavan,
because they, being adjacent to it, merge with
it, even if they have their own distinct prés-
ence, separate from the Ra) Bhavan campus.
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In sync with the
practice and
convention of the
past, the
Governor
maintains public
interface
through various
institutions and
humanitarian
concerns
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THE HUMAN
TOUCH

—J formation of institutions, which also facili-
tated their public interface. The institutions
were related to such arenas of public life as

@TE[ the decades, the Governors promoted

research, service in medical colleges, formation of

clubs, museums, and sports bodiez. Thev alzo took
active part in humanitanan activities, apart from
maintaining and renewing their contacts with the
gentry of the state which included zamindars, legal
luminaries and povate collectors of anfBiquities.
This, in due course, radiated the ideas to dimsional
towns, where such acHvities were started with pri-
vate initiative of the mnformed sections of sociefy,
cutiing across community and religious lines.

On the other hand_in Pamma, the First Ladies; espe-

cially 1n the first three decades of the formation of

the institution of Lt Governor/ Governor, took an
active part in promoting ideas of social reforms for
women such as eradication of Pardab svstem, and

promotion of theatre activities. In the process of
the eradication of the Pardgd svstem, the Farst
Ladies made the Governors agree to open the lawns
of the Raj Bhavan for women, who had given up the
Purdab svstem. This was done to farmlianse them
with the beauty of the Ra; Bhavan premises and to
mntroduce them to the jovs of their newfound per-
sonal freedom.

Myriad roles &
responsibilities

In the altered situation today, the insttobon of the
effice of the Governor is bound by the Articles of the
Constitution, in which the Governor performs an
advisory role, aithough the povernment headed by the
cinei mumster takes all decisions mn s name within
constitutional proprety.



The Governor is uniquely associated wath the
state's universities as their Chanceller and also
with half 4 dozen organisations/ instiutes. Heis
Chairman of Khuda Bakhsh QOriental Puhlic
Library, and holds the same post for Bihar
Chapter of Indian Red Cross Society He is chair-

man of the State Welfare Fund to deal with relief

and rehabilitation of ex-servicemen.

The Governor 12 also president of Nav Nalanda
Alahavihara, Nalanda — a deemed university, ear-
Lier established and ingugurated br the countrvs
first President, Dr Rajendra Prazad, in 1951 Its
mitial name was Instimte of Post-Graduate
Studies and Research in Pali and Buddhist stad-
ies, Nalanda Similarly, the Governor is also
chairman of Instituote of Prakot Studies,
Waishali, established by President Dr Prasad the

same vear The Governor is also the chairman of
Bihar Research Seoety.

Public interactions

On the all-important occasions of Republic Day
and Independence Dar, cultoral programmes are
also organized mn the Ra) Bhavan premises, in
which children from select schools present their
performances.

The Furst Lady 15 associated with various human-
itarian causes. Tins includes chainng a school to
impart training i sewing and stitching, which is
located in the Raj Bhavan Colony itself She isalso
chairperson of All India Womens Counal for
Clhald Welfare. It runs a home for the ‘dayany (dif-
ferently abled) children

From among the

Lt Governors and
Governors, two of them,
E W Gait and R R
Diwakar, showed active
interest in history writing
and the need to promote
bistorical research and
establishment of public
libraries. Gait bad
written a book on Assam,
and helped establish
Bibar Research Society.
He also established Gait
Public Library at
Gardanibagh, where the
government quarters for
the clerical staff had been
constructed. Diwakar, on
the other band, wrote the
book ‘Bibar Through the
Ages’ that made the
state’s bistory accessible
for the larger public
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Lore & legends

The legends around Lt Governors and Governors continued
to burgeon, as they were “seasoned administrators”
Arguably, however, *this was not the only role they had to
play”, probably because the national freedom struggle had
taken new dimensions under the leadership of Mahatma
Gandh To quote WNirmal Kumar at length from his book
‘Image of Patna®™ “Tf ir recorged that they pard as much attention 1o
socgal function: and consdersd it o be necesiary Yo &ecp i touch uith
all igportant personaimer of 1he state”

He added: “Tée Rarar and Nawabs, in tarn, vied with sach other to
affvqet their attention and be 1 thetr pood boo&s. There are Numerons
anzedoter which recall the Javichnérs which war associared with the par-

tiss in these days.” Purthermore: “There are descriptions of Shitar
Ppariier reiplendent with nstances that speak of a gately and rhlendoar

fhat conld have bezn porsible only in Phat ema.

The Lt Governors/ Governors used to wisit the houses of

privileged Auslim gentry and others hke Radha Krishna
Jalan Jalans had become famous as collectors of antique
items from -across the continents, which were displaved in
their prvate Jalan Museum in Patna Ciftvy area The Lt
Governors/ Governors used to travel to those locations rid-
ing their horse-driven carnages.

In one case, the Governor had, on invitation, wisited the
scion of the Darbhangs Ray’ who was famous as the most
spirited of donors to popular causes supported by the Ra
Bhavan.
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The Ra) Bhavan mvolved itself actively in a humanitanan role
in the aftermath of the massrve earthoquake that hit north Bihar
on Jamuary 135, 1934, It had occurred at 213 pm, when most
people were cutdoors, which prevented the loss of human hves
on 4 more major scale But the damage caused to houses in
Munger Muzaffarpur, Motthad and Darbhanga, among other
towns, were extensive. The tremors of the quake aizo hit Pama,
damaging bungalows and houses near the rmerfront of the
Ganga, touching the buildings uvp to what today is called
Gandhi Maidan At Patna, the bungalows of the chief justice of
the Patna Hich Couort, drvisional commissioner and senior 5P
{now that of distmet judge}, spart from the buldings of Paina
Medical College Hospatal, were affected. The top of the tower
of the old secretariat building also developed cracks. In fact in
the course of its dismantling, the top portion had collapsed.

The news of the extensive damage and devastation did not
reach Patna untl the second dav In fact the aeroplane
belonging to Captain Barnacle's Circus brought the first
news of the natural disaster

The Vicerovs office m Delhi and the Bihar and Onssza
Government House showed alacrity and responded with
humanitanan gid for the relief, rescue and rehabilitation.

The Vicerov's Relief Fund raised Rs 62 lakh, while Bihar
Central Relief Committee led by Dr Prasad raised another
Rs 28 Iakh MMahatma (Gandh: visited the state to provide
help and assistance, 45 well 45 to heal the wounds, while
Congress stalwart Jawaharial Nehru arcved to survey and
assess the damage.



= President fam Nath Koand
and his. family intaracting wit
chikiran at the independence
Day funchian at Raj Bhavan,
during his gubematonal teure

= PRINKNE competition of school cividren, as a pantof Bal Diwas colebration ai fs) Bhavan
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== L ady Stephenson Hall, canstructed in 1928, named in honour of Lady Governar: Stephansan, wife of the third Governor Sir Hugh Lansdown Stephensan
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Promotion of cottage indusiry

By 1917-18, the Cottage Industries Institute had been set
up at Gulzarbag to revive and enrich the cottage industries
of Bihar. On the imtatme of the industres department
and with active patronage of the Raj Bhavan, the art and
handicraft items, including hand-woven textiles, were sent
for display at the British Empire’s Exhsbion organised in
1924 and 1925. Later, due to demands from foreign coun-
tres, Adiss McLeish was engaged by the department as-a
designer, who, in six months, designed around 60 new pat-
terns. The Bihar items, in turn, were put on display at
Cottage Induostries Stall -at Olympia. All this created g
demand for hand-woven fabrics and “durreer (mats) from
Bihar in the US, England and other parts of India

First Ladies of grit

Lady Wheeler against Purdah system

Lady Wheeler, wife of Governer 5ir Henrv Wheeler, who
was the Governor on two occasions, mmitiated the Ra
Bhavan’s contribution to the eradication of the Purdah svs-
tem, then rampant in Bihar This happened after P K Sen,
the eminent lawver from Calcutts, settled at Patna to prac-
tize law at the Patna High Court and built 2 mansion: His
wife Sushma Sen, whe wias in London, also joined him
Later, the scion of Sahay Family purchased this mansion —
that stands opposite Patna Planetanum  — in 1933, and
gave it the name “Sahav Sadan’.

Lady Wheeler summoned Sushma 3en to the Raj Bhavan,
given the exposure she had enjoved while lving in London,
and asked her to organise the “Purdzb parfies” at the Ra
EBhavan. Soon, the First Ladv started inviting women every
month to the Raj Bhavan lawns. High tea was followed by
conversations on relevant issues. Another enunent lawver
from Patna Sir AN Imam also asked Sushma Sen to intro-
duce his newly wedded wife Lady Amsa Al to Lady
Wheeler Lady Anisa also became an active member of the
‘Purdat parties”,

Lady Wheeler was alsc associated with Bihar Council of
Women under whose care a Matermty and Child Welfare

Centre — called Lady Wheeler Centre — was opened at
Gulzarbag

Lady Stephenson for women’s reforms

Lady Stephenson, wife of Governor Sir Hugh Lansdown
Stephenzon, who served the office on three occasions,
ending in 1932, tock the campaign for women's cause and
nghts to newer heights Women who participated in the
‘Purdab parties’ formed an espansive group. Lady
Stephenson, in-charge of All India Wemen: Council to
which Bihar Couticil of Women was affiliated, also
urvolved the women in art, literature and theatye activibies.
By 1928, Lady Stephenson Hall was established near Pama
AMuseum, later inaupurated by Governor Stephenson in
1929 to pve-credit to her work
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== Former Govemor, Presidont Ram
Nath Kowind, and Ciief Mirisser
Nifish KLrmar ingugLrating the stago
parfarrmance of instoncal drama
‘Chanakya’ &f Repndra Mandap in
the Rz Bhavan promises
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A queer situation developed in January 1929, when all
India Women's Conference decided to held itz third
national conference at Patna after the Hirst at Pune and
the second in Delhi While the national orFanising sec-
retary ©of the conference was Kamla Dewn
Chattopadhyay, the president of the r p 1011 COMmmt-

¢ conference was the wife of ‘x azharul Haque,
th :'11;-.7 Bihar Congress president, and its secretary was

114 Sen. The theme of the conference was educa-

|.l'

tional reforms. When Ladv Stephenson was -appmacl‘;r:d
to maugl;z-:tte it, she expressed reluctance, suggesting

that the women: body concerned was political

However, the First Lady was informed that Lady Irwin,
wife of Viceror Irwan, had earlier inaupurated the
nationat conference in Dethi Only after this informa-
tion did she agree to inaugurare the Patng conference of
the women's bodrw.

Grven the emancipatory environment created by Lady
Wheeler and Lady Stephenson, along with their acolytes,
including Sushma 5en, Lady Amisa and Alrs Haque,
among others, \[le_mg Gandhi noted the remarkable
nprovement that had come sbout at Patna as far as
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With regard to one such event held on the premis-
es of Radhika Sinha Institute on Sinha Library
Road, the Mahatma wrote 1n his “Young India’ on
June 28, 1928: %4 unigur shectacl: was sifnesred af the
mped gathering of ladres and gentiersen beld ot Radhika
Nemha Inrfrtute.” He added, “The gathering war unrpeas-
ably farge... crowded with ladies, threefourth of whom sere
ruch gr bad been observing ‘burdad’ g day before. It reall)
Prerented an mprersive scemg.”

Sports club and recreation

In early 1916, the formal cccupation of the Raj
Bhavan and the old sectetariat, as well as the start
of the functioming of the Patna High Court, along
with the transfer of judges from Calcutta, gave a
new impetus to the social and public life at Patna -
and, for that matter, in Bihar As early as 1916, the
then Governor Sir Edward Albert Gait was among
the high profile people comprizsing High Court
judges, among others, who made a move for land
acquisition, first for the New Patna Club on the
then Gardiner Boad and then for Golf Club on
Bavley Road Golf Club was allotted 165 acres of
land 1 1916, and New Patna Club 413 acres in
1918.

The Raj Bhavan also took an active interest in the
promotion of modern sport: such as football

hocker, tenms, cocket 2nd badminton The tourma-
ment trophies were started in the name of the
Governors, while fiztuie matches in oricket like
between the High Courts XI and Govemors XI,
were alse held. TLawn tennis was plaved on the ten-
ms courts in the bungalows of semior offzcials n
New Capital Area, but the opening of New Patna
Club encouraged greater public parhicipafion Soon,
ermnent plavers, who had earned names in football,
cocket and tenmis, started plaving at Patna Ra
Bhavan played host te emuinent coaches, who would
stav in the allotted guest rooms on its premses.

Cultural performances

That eminent artists performed at the Ra) Bhavan
is Enown by the legend that has passed from gener-
afion to generation. It was noted by wrter Nirmial

Kumar in s beook, Tmage of Patna’. He wrote:

"Many famons artists bave green their performance here i
#he prerempe of refect disfimpuirked patbering”

More recently, in Eeeping with this tradifion, for-
mer Governor Ram Nath Kovind personally imvit-
ed a select group of the aty’s gentrv — around 230
of them — to view the historical drama "Chanakya’
at the Rajendra Mandap on the Raj Bhavan campus
on May 2, 2017,

In the post-
Independence period,
the Raj Bhavan
became a part of
popular legend in
another way. The then
Governor Dev Kant
Barooah inaugurated
the Coffee House run
by India Coffee Board
on New Dak Bungalow
Road in 1971. The
Coffee House was
started at the initiative
of the then Union
minister Lalit Narayan
Mishra, who headed
the foreign trade
ministry. Coffee House
remained the major
baunt of the
intelligentsia, authors,
artists and cognoscenti
for 15 years, until it
was closed down in
July 1986
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Two national celebrations

As in the case of the President and the Rashtrapati
Bhavan in Delhi, the Governor and the Raj Bhavan
at Paina are the singular embodiments of the most
sipnificant aspect of the Indian Union — the
Republic. The most impertant event that the Ray
Bhavan observes every vear is the Republic Dar cel-
ebration on January 26, held to uphold the glory of
the day when the country became 2 Republic, back
i 1930

| NNRNEEEEN | TNOAOALY

Smmilarly, the Independence Darv celebration 15 also
orgamized on Aupgust 135 to relive the jor of that
remarkable moment when the country became free
from colomal rule on the midmght of August 14
and entered its new era of freedom and liberty, with
the nnging “Trvst with Destiny” speech by the coun-
trys first Pome Mmister Jawaharlal Nehro




= Participants of
cuttural performancos,
cadets and offier
insitoes at the

At Home' ceremany

Republic Day

Every vear, on the mormng of Republic Day, the Governor
first lavs 4 wreath at the Martyrs Alemenal Kargl Chowk
Then, at the nearby Gandhi hMaidan, amud 2 festive atmosphere
anid a spectacle of people with tocolours in their hands and
balloons searing in the skv, he unfurls the national tocolor,
after which the brass band plays the national anthem He then
inspects the parade and takes the salute of the marching wruts
of Bihar Military Police, Gurkha battalion, police, state rapud
action force, and other such nnits, as well as of the NCC wings
of bovs and girls.

Finally, after announcing the policies and achievements of his
government run by the state's chief munister, he takes the pn-
mary seat meant for him in the front row ameng the eomnent
mvited dignitaries. From there, they watch the parade of
tableaus that present the social, economic, developmental and
cultural aspirations of the people of the state, 3= represented

by the select key government departments.

In the evening, invited dignitaries and head: of departments
are treated to high tea and cultural programmes presented by
school children at Rajendra Mandap.

The Rzj Bhavan organises a similar cultural programme on the
occasion of the Independence Day

‘At Home’

However, every Governor also has a separate function Iined up
for the afternoon. It is the much-awaited fanction that is asso-
ciated with the institution of the Lt Governor,/ Governor and
the Raj Bhavan. The special functon 15 called At Home® — a
tradition coming from the davs of the Brfish 1.t Govemors
and Governors when they mingled with the bureaucratic heads
of the government departments.
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-= Ghmpses of the ‘At Home® ceromony 5t the Ral Bhavan on Januaty 28, 2018
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Govemor Satya Pal Maiik hostng officors of the Armed Forces, 36

After ""-d"'pE_‘dE_’lC- this function was given a wider
social base and representation, as would befit the insti-
the office of the Governor as the head of the
state. It is orgamsed on the front lawn of the Raj

e
L g B

tution of t

By 3 pm, all the mvited
Patna High Court, Higr
legizlative council chairman,

d puests — chief justice of the
1 Court judges, state assembly
speaker, chief minister,
council of ministers, legislators,
and officials, umiversity vice-chancellors and other offi-
cials, senior university and collepe teachers, doctors

from medical colleges, representatives of the Danapur

heads of departments

sdomicizns, buroaucrats; social workers and cihers ourmng At Homao”

AMihtary Cantt, sportspersons, notable artists, poets,

wrters z;_d p aywnghts: among other invitees — take

their seits in the lawn
The Governor arnives gaccompamed by two ‘choddars’,
two —‘;?DC and the principal secretary The two t:n:—:-

tv guards, each carrving 2 golden mace with
the zeal of C"‘ ernment of Indiz on its top, lead him
to the venue. The Governor goes straight to the 't_qge
when the national anthem :s plaved, after which he
meets the invitees and mingles with them over snacks.
The national anthem iz once again plaved when th
close of the £

Governor retires at the function
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Among the
distinguished
visitors to Bihar
who chose to stay
at the Raj Bhavan
were those
assoctated with
British Royalty
and two Viceroys
of India during the
colonial period, as
well as several
Presidents and
Prime Ministers in
independent India
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A HOMESTAY FOR
NOTABLE GUESTS

re r
King George V

The association of Bnfish Rovalty with Bihar
started with the announcement of King George
WV at his Delhi Durbar meet on December 12,
1912, reparding the separation of Bihar and
Origsa from Greater Bengal In the same deliber-
ation, he also ezpressed his desire to establish a
suitable capifal city in Patna. The construction of
the Raj Bhavan started in December 1515, and 1t
was completed by eary 1916

King (Geotge V -was the Grst from the Bofish
Rovalty who visited Bihar He merelv pascsed by
Bihar while on his way to Nepal from Delhi On
his wisit; O Malley wrote i his book Patna™ “On

December the 12, 1911, the King-Enmperor af Delbs
annoenced the constitution of 10e new proviwcs of Bibar
and Chrazsa, wath Patng ar s capeal ”

Further, "From Dethi, be went fo Nepalr and as be
passed through Patna, be went down the river (Ganga) by
boal to see the wew capital, where thousand: bad gathered
sear the Adalat Ghar o weloome bim. ™

Also, Since that fime the face of Patna bar beew changed
dy the creation of a new ¢y fo the west of Odd Mawrcipal
Area... The faiber of King George V7 bad yirsted Patvia
in 1876, in wremory of which pirit slawds the Bihar
Sehool of Eagrmeering (later changed to Bihar
College of Engineering, and finally to National
Inztitute of Technologr) ™
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Yet, owing to the giff he had grven to Bihar
from the Delly Durbar, people of the state had
special reverence for him, which was amply
shown by the gathering of people along the
‘phatc and the bank of the Ganga at Patna
when he was returning from Nepal King
George V remained the monarch of Great
Botmn for slightly over 25 years: The silver
jubilee celebration of his 25-vear reign was also
celebrated in 1935 in Bihar Nataally the
(Government House, teo, was mvelved 1t
The Sitver Jubilee parades were held at Patna,
the capital of the province of Biharand Onissa,
and zlso at Ranchi, the summer capital The s1l-
ver jubilee films were glso shown in all the
talkies. Unfortonately, the King died 2 few
meonths later in Jamzary 1936

Prince of Wales

The second from the British Rovalty to visit
Bihar and stav at the Ra) Bhavan was Prnce
of Wales in 1921 He staved here for two
davs, and also addressed 3 Durbar at
Bankipore Lawn (later christened Gandha
Maidan). Wates O'Malley about his wisit
“Another Princ: of Waler came 1o Pafma in
Decerber of 7927, when be beld a davbar fna pan-
dal erestéd on the Bankipore Maydan, and spent fie
Tys IR the new' capital”™

. Firva R e i /Pay

. A lettar by the Station Master, Nasirabad, m reply o a e
request made by the private secretary of the Govermor of T —— f
Bihar and Orissa, datod 23rd Docombeor 1923 —— _j
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His vzt was fondly recalled, because despite the
countrywide Kiulafat Aovement, and alse the
Non-cooperation  Movement launched by
Mzhatma Gandhi, hiz wisit to Bihar and stav at
Patna had passed off peacefilly The credit for
organising the peaceful visit went to Henry 5t
Jobhn Morosen, who was 5B, CID Branch, at
Patna The then Governor Sir Satrendra Prasanng
Sinha recommended Mornsons name for the
conferment of MBE ("Alost Excellent Order of
the British Empare”) award to him.

e L] L]

Viceroy Lord Linlithgow

A decision was taken at the level of the Viceror to
commemorate the two-dav vist of Prince of
Wales to Bihar The idea was discussed and 1t was
decided to establish 3 medical college, and name it
after him. The commemoration of the wvisit of
Prnce of Wales required funds which were to be
raized through donations to the Prince of Wales
Medical College Fund The monev pooled in
through veluntary donations was HEs 925 hakh
The Maharaja of Darbhangsa alone contributed Rz
5 lakh.

Given the popular response to the idea, coupled
with the successful pooling in of the fund
through donations, the Government of India
sanctioried the opening of medical colleges both
at Patna and Darbhanga. The Msaharaja of
Drarbhangs slso donated 200 acres of land for the
opemng of the medical college at Darbhanga The
then Governor 5ir Henry Wheeler maugurated
the medical college at Patna on Febroary 2, 1927,
and it was offically named Ponce of Wales
Medical College on July 23 Hathwa and Gujo
Wards were alzo opened in the name of the
respective donors.

However, the constrmuction and expanzion of the
college was an ongoing process. VICEIovT
Linhthgow (1930-1943) visited Patna in 1930 to
oversee the progress of work and staved at the Raj
Bhavan Durnng his visit, the decision was taken to
shift the Radwuum Therapy Ward from Ranchi to
Patna The Maharaja of Darbhanga donated Rs 1
lakh and his vounger brother Kumar Visheswar
singh donated Rs 30,000 for the purchase of rad:-
um. The same yvear the Hospital for Women was
also opened, and named Lady Stephenson
Hospital for Women, because it had been started
at her imhative.

Upon the death of
King George V, it
was decided to
install bis statue at
the centre of the
round square in
front of the Raj
Bhavan in Patna.
Accordingly, a
Memorial Fund
was raised through
donations, and the
Mabaraja of
Darbbanga
donated Rs 1 lakh
to it. Finally, a
giant size statue of
King George V
was installed on a

bigh pedestal there
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In between, the Second World War had
already broken. Viceroy Linlithgow visited
Pama again i 1941 and saw the progress
of work on Childrens Hospital whose

construction had started in 1935-39, and

was hall complete at the tme of s visit
As the War had created several imped:-
ments, the Viceroy ordered that the work
be completed at anv cost, the constraints
notwithstanding

Viceroy Lord Hardinge
However, before the wvisits of Prnce of
Wales and Viceror Lozd Linlithpow,
Viceror Lord Hardinge (1910-1916) had
already visited Patna twice.

The frst nme, 1t was for laving the founda-
Hon stone for the constmction of the Raj
Ehavan and other prominent buildings. He
Iaid the foundaston stone of the Ra
Bhavan on December 1, 1913, During his
second visit in February 1916, he naupu-
rated these builddings. Wrote O'Mallev in
‘Patna™ “Ix February of 17716 Lord FHarding:
of Penshurst, Vicersy and Governor Genzral,
opened the new High Court with due ceremonsal.”

== Statue of { ord Charles Hardinge, Viceroy
and Govermor-General of ndia from 1910-16,
i the Paina Miseum premises

Az in the case of King Georpe WV lafer, 2
stamme of Viceroy Lord Hardinge was
mnstalled at the park developed behind the
GPO budding It was named Hardinge
Park after him. Later, 1fs name wwas
changed to Veer Kuer Singh Park Todar,
the statues of both King George V and
Lord Hardinge have been placed in the
prermises of Patna Museum.

Presidents &
Prime Ministers

Ameng the countrv’s Presidents; who
staved at the Bihar Raj Bhavan, are
Dr Rajendra Prasad, Dr A P ] Abdul
Kalam, D Pratibha Patil and Pranab
Mukherjee. The portraits of Presidents
adorn the walls of the Raj Bhavan, as do
the pictures of Prme Abmsters — Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, Atal Bihan Vajpavee and
Narendra Modi After vacating the office
of the President, Dr Prazad chose to live in
the premizes of Bihar Vidvapeeth near the
state Congress headquarters Sadaquat
Ashram.



Other notable guests

A string of other notable guests have
choszen to either stav at the Raj Bhavan
or visited it durng their Patha sojourn.
In anv case; Bihar Raj Bhavan has the
privilege and pleasure of hosting 3 long
list of digmitaries including Vice
Presuidents, Governors of other siates,
chairman and deputy chairman of Rajra
Sabha, speaker and deputy speaker of
Lok Sabha, Union nunisters, chairman
and deputy chairman of legisiative coun-
cils, speaker and deputy speaker of leg-
izlative assemblies of wvanous states,
chief munisters, top ranking officials of
the armed forces, ambassadors from
other countries, chairpersons and heads
of zovernment bodies, national commis-
sions and commuttees. Besides, persons
Enown for their contobubtion to art
craft, culture, music — and to sociefy at
large — including artists and socal
reformers, have aiso been hosted at the
Ra) Bhavan

== FONmer President AP Abdul Kalam
onjoying a leisurely walk on the
driveway inside the Raj Bhavan
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== Former President of India APJ Adbul Kalam being welcomed by =5 Former President of india Dr Pratibha Devisingh Patil sccepiing a memeanto
former Governor Devanand Kormwar from former Govermor B 5 Gaval

B

>= Former President Pranab Mukherjee sccepting & souvenir from ~» Former Vice President Mohammad Hamid Ansari being presented 5 memento by
former Governor Keshar Nath Tripathi former Governor Dnyandeo Yashwantrao Patil
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== Former Governor Ram Nath Kovind welcoming Governor of tharkharnd -= Former Speaker of Lok Sabha Meira Kumar accepting a memento from former First
Draupadi Murmi Lady of the state in the presence of former Governor Dnyandeo Yashwantrao Patil

= [Former Prime Minister of Nepal Girija Prasad Kolrala during his visit == Former US Ambassador to India. Richard Verma, mesting the then Governor
to the Bifvar Raj Bhavan Ram Nath Kowind during his Bihar visit in February 2076
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Life inside the
Raj Bhavan is
governed by
strict protocol
and norms,
which are
adhered to
without any
exception
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A DAY IN THE LIFE
OF RAJ BHAVAN

o he internal syntax of Raj Bhavan is in the

1 | form of codes, rituals, and strict norms of

protocol. If the Governor 15 at the Ra
Bhavan or in any part of the state, the national
tneolour is unfurled atop the Kaj Bhavan at sun-
rise with the sound of the bugle. The fiag is low-
ered in the evening at sunset — agamn, at the
sound of the bugle. When the Governor 15 with-
in the state, a blue light 15 switched on and shines
atop the Raj Bhavan at night

The ovemor, even while away, is alwars kept
informed about events happening in the state in
his -absence. His prior sanction 15 taken before

1stuing even an obituary reference on his behalf

from the Raj Bhavan to any person, or congrat-

ulatory commumnication to any prominent per-
son, or even to wish the public on festive occa-
sions ‘of otherwise.

Sound of the reveille

At the Raj Bhavan, the day begins with the sound
of the reveille at the stroke of davbreak The
sound of the reveille coincides with the nising
sun. It 15 as much to herald the start of the rou-
tine as it is to serve as the sound of alert for
evervone, including those lLiving in the Raj
Bhavan Colony, that ther have to be ready to
attend to their duties at the Raj Bhavan at the
appointed hour



= Presigant Ram Nath Kovind and the AIrst Lady 6t Govermor House of Biftar on November 9, 2017, along with Govermior Sadya Pal Malik,

members of the Rej Bhavan secrotanat and the staff
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Engagements
ol

His Excellency Shri Satya Pal Malik

(Governor of Bihar

Fridaoy, 28ih Jansiry, 2018

Dep. Raj Bhzvan for Shaheed-2- Kargil Smriti Sthal,
Gandhi Maklan Patna,

Arr, Shahesd-¢. Kargil Smriti Sthal, Gandhi Maidan, Patna
to pay tribute to the Martyrs and attead thelepublic Day
function at Gasdhi Maidaa, Fatoa.

Dep, Gandhi Miidao, Patnz for Raj Bhavin, Patna,

Arr. g1j Bhavan, Patna,

Attends the Function of Republic Day “Swagat Samaroh” at
Darbar Hall, Baj Bhavan, Patna,

Atteods the “AT Home'" function at Raj Bhavan, Patoa,

Dep. for rijendra Mandap at Raj Bhavan premises to attend
the Cultural Function,

Dep, from rajendra Mandap for Main building,

1. Maj. Himinshio Tayarl, ra
L 2. Shri Aownd Kuomar, [P

The day’s schedule

Before the armival of fhe Governor in jus Office
Chamber all items are Eept in their appointed place.
Among the first things that happen at the Raj Bhavan
on any single day is the rtnal placing of the printed
timeline of the Daily Enpagement of His Excellency’
on the table of every senior official and chiefs of the
varous wings that are required to assist the Governor
n performing his general official duties.

The ‘Daily Engagement is panted at the Raj Bhavan
Evenif there1s no such duty in the schedule meant for
the day, the 'Dailv Engapement' chart is put at the
identified places, but with the notation "Reserved|
meamng the (Governor reserves his right to be on the
call of doty at any moment of the day, even if it has
remained unannounced.

On any day, a few minutes before the Governor 15 just
about to leave Rajgrih his personal suite on the second
floor of the Raj Bhavan, to attend to his official
engarements, either in the Office Chamber located on
the ground floor or anvwhere in Patna or cutside, a bell
rings very buefly — for 2 few seconds. The bells are
trzed at the centrdl points of the ground and Hrst
floors. The tinkling sound, quite audible for anvone
across the leneth and breadth of the budding. immedi-
ately alerts 4ll the efficials and staff present fo a pin-
drop silence. All eves and ears remain transhxed to the
appointed moment of his aroval

= A0 of the
Raj Ghovan Press, Poime 4D to Governor el bkl
25ib Janusry, 3004 Gilbar enpEgomant shoot
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Dignified protocol

Adherence to a dignified protocol is 2 must for a meeting
with the Governor at the Raj Bhavan. A protocol officer
manages the schedule of the Governor as per the rule book
On one occasion, 8 former Governor of Bihiar, who
belonged to another state, was on a prvate visit to Patna.
COrver the telephone, he expressed his desire to sit with the
mncumbent over tea. The incumbent was effusive enough to
express his desire to call on him at his host's residence.
However, the visiting ex-Governor of the state knew that the
gesture of the incumbent even though very touching, would
have wielated the strict norms adhered to at the Raj) Bhavan
Accordingly, he called on the incumbent and met with him at
the Raj Bhavan.

Similariy, in the eardy 19205, the first Governor of Bihar and
Orissa, Lord § P Sinha, had ordered his visitor-relative to be
turned away from the reception reem, becanse he had
arrived and appeared at the Raj Bhavan,/ Government House
unannounced, without fellowing the norms regarding the
strict protocol that is followed:

Raj Bhavan secretariat &
household staff

The Governor, being the representative of the Prezident,
enjoys relative autonomy from the state government Neither
the central government nor the state government can post

officials directly to the Raj Bhavan The Union memstry of
home affairs and mumstey of defence mimstry send panel of

names from which the Governor selects iz two AsDC. From
the panel sent by the U'mon mimistry of home, the Governor
selects one for the appointment of TP ADC, and from the
panel sent by the Monistry of Defence, he selects the Military
ADC. Simlarly, from the panel of names of IAS officers sent
by the state povernment he selects one for the post of ponc-
pal secretary who heads the Raj Bhavan secretanat

The Raj Bhavan's official functions to assist the Governor are
conducted by its eight wings — administrative, university sec-
tion, establishment, accounts, protocol, public relations, per-
sonal secunty guard, and security cell The administrative wing,
headed by the princpal secretary, has an additional secrefary,
two joint secretaries, two officers on special duty, two under-
secretaries, 3 umversity mnspector, and 4 house superintendent.

The administrative wing oversees all the work, including the
Raj Bhavan Library and Raj Bhavan Archives, both of which
are being renovated. The precious books in the hbrary and
documents preserved are in the process of being conserved
The Iibrary has around 930 beoks, including 4530 nowvels which
were either purchased or collected by various Governors dur-
ing the pre-Independence period, and after it Many of them
have also been pifted by authors and pubhshers:

On any single day, all the wings function to take up matters
related to nniversity administration, or as are on the agenda
for the day. Besides, junior engmeers, gardeners, the EKtchen
staff, and others concerned can be seen attending to their
assigned dobes.

RAJ BHAVAN, BIHAR B DY
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A legacy in continuum

There 13 an unstated feeling that the Ra) Bhavan
and the mstitubion of the office of Governorisa
part of a national legact, as ordaned by the
Constitufton: that’s 2 living -contimuty in history.
Oz a3 former principal secretary to the Governor,

Dt E L 5 N Bala Prasad, remarked, “Every day
here 1z a4 work 1n progress”™ Evervone appears to
be at home here, always looking cheerful, calm
and satisfied Seemungly, thevy end the work
schedule at the Raj Bhavan with the pragmatc
statement from Alarparet Mitchells “Gone with
the Wind’ — “Temerrow ir anotber day™
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