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STATE ETECTION COMMISSION, HARYANA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, PLOT NO. 2, SECTOR- 17

PANCHKULA, HARYANA - 134109

Phone : +91172 258 4810
Fax: +91 172 258 5904

Dated: 04.02.2025

All the Deputy Commissioners in the State
except Panchkula, Charkhi Dadri and Rewari district.

Subject:- General elections of the municipal bodies -Violation of
Defacement of Propefi Act - Regarding.

Sir/Madam,

I have been directed to refer to the above subject and to say that

it has generally been noticed that the contesting candidates and political

parties makes massive violation of the Defacement of Property Act during the

elections of the municipal bodies by defacing the Government buildings,

boundary walls, poles, bus stands, bus shelters, railway station, police check

post, markets, chowks etc. with the posters. The State Election Commission

has viewed it seriously and has decided to totally prohibit such practices

during the elections of the municipalities.

2. A copy of the instructions/guidelines issued by this Commission

in this respect vide No. SEC/3ME/2012744-785 dated 03.04.2012 is thus

enclosed herewith with the request to bring these instructions/guidelines into

the notice of all the contesting candidates (at the time of elections),

individuals, organizations, political parties, ROs/AROS and all other election

related authorities for strictly compliance during the municipal elections.

Yours faithfully
Encl:-As above

**Asstt. State Election tsstoner
for State Election Commissioner, Haryana

c'lJgtuPo.l6fvhq'FEE4

Website:www.secharyana.gov.in
Email id:sec@hrv.nic.in
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Subject: knplementation of the
1989 duri-ng the M
State ofHaryana.

Sir/Madam,

I am directed

Haryana Prevention of
Haryana and therefore, the S

the provisionsmentioned

Mun icipal atrd P-anchayat

provisions of this Act are reproduced as

Places
earmarked for
display of
advedisement
or writing

Penalty for
defacement of
propefiy

3. Al.l advertisements :rnd writings sha.ll be made only at places
earrnarked, by the Block Developmeni and panchayats OfEcer or Social
Education aod Panchayats Officer in rural areas ind Executive OfEcer
or Secretary of the Municipality,or any other agercy notified by the

,Go:"TT:o,,.* the case rnay be, rn rrban r."*, or,"th" payment of fee to
be levied by the above authorities at such rates as may be piescribed.

3-A (1) Whoever. defaces any prcperty in public view except any
board or wall provided for adv-ertisement and pubticity, by writing or
fyrking with-ink. challg paint or any other material, excepi for the pupose
of indicating the name ald address of the ownei or occupie, of iucl:
properry, shall be punishable with imprisonmenr for a term which rnay
extend to six months or with fine rvhich may extend to teu thousand rupeei
or with both:

Provided that sign boards fxed by any person, individual
or inslihalr-on on their own propery or prcperry o""rli"d by them at their
cost, slrall be exempted from the provisions ofsub-section ( l):

Provided firrther that the owners or managers of the
organizations making defacement of the properties tbr tbiir business
activities, shall be responsible for removing iuch defacement and the
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above and to say that the
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burden ofproving their iniocence for such defacement, slnll rest on dlerrl.
(2) Where any offence cornmitted under sub-section (1) is for

the benefrt of some other persotr 01' a company or- other body corporate or
an association ofpersons, whether incorporated or not, or a political party
or its candidates, Ihen such othel person and every president, chaitlran,
director, partner, manger, secretary, agent or any other ofticer or person

concemed with the management thereof, as the case may be, shall, unless

he proves that the offelce was committed w.ithout his hrowledge or
consent, be deemed to be guilty of such offence.

Offence to be
cogrrizable
and
compoundable

4. (l)

(2)

Any offences p,nishable under this Act shall be cognizable and

compoundable..
All offences under this Act slull be compoundable by the
authorities mentioned in section 3 on payment of sttch

composition fee which shall not be less thal two hundr ed aDd

fifty rupees or the amormt equal to expenses incurred for the
lemoving or erasing the defacement-
On composrti,of'5' person shall stand discharged or acquitted,. as

tle case may be, and if he is in custody he shall be released

Power of
Government
to remove
defacement

Protection of
action taken in
good faith 

'

(3)

tbrtLwith.
(4) Sums paid by way of composition under this section shall be

credited to lobal authority fund.

5. (1) Without prejudice to the provisions of section 3.A, it shall be
compotent for the Government to take such steps as may be necessaty for
erasing any 'rirriting, fi'eeing any defacement or removing any marh fron-r

any property.;The Governnient shail harre the power to conduct or cause to

- conduct, tbrough the District Magistrate concerned, spot inspections with
regard to defabggep!,.9{:proBerry. If'on such inspections it is for.urd that
specific penuission of the owler or occupier of the propedy has not been
obtained, action for rern'ova1 'oFdefacement shall be taken forthwith ar the
expense of the person or persons found guilty. In case the erasing is done by
the Govemment, before doing so, a notice of two weeks shall be given to
owner or occupier of the proparty to orase er rernove the defaceuent. The
expensos of removing or erasing the defacement, shall be borne by the
owler or occupier found guilty.

(2) Any amount due under this Act, on an application made in this
behalf by the autlorities mentioned in section 3, to the Coilector, shall be

' recovered as arrears of land revenue.

5-A. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against any
local authority or persou for anyhLng which is .in good faith or in public

lterest done or rtended to be done under this Act.

6. The provisions ofthis Act shall have effect otwithstanding anything to
the contrary contained i.rr any other law for time being in force.

Act to
override other
laws
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2' you are, therefore, requested to bring ttrese provisions in the notice of alr
contestiug candidates (at the time of elections), individuals, organizations, Ro.s/ARos,

other election rclated authorities for information and compriance druing the
Municipal and panchayati Raj Institutions General and Bye Elections.

Power of
Government
to make rules

Endst.No.

61' ]hr Goveromenr may, by nntification in the official Gazette. makerules for carilg out the purposes of this Act.

All recognized Natronal and.state parties.

sd/-
(S.C.Mehta)

Secretary
State Election Commission, Haryana

Email :secy.sec@lrry.nic. in
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