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The National Informatics Centre (NIC), Odisha State Centre observed International Women’s Day-
2026 with great enthusiasm and active participation from officers and staff from 8  – 11  March,
2026. On 11  March, 2026 the celebration was held with this year’s theme “Give to Gain”,
highlighting the importance of generosity, collaboration, and sharing knowledge, resources,
infrastructure, visibility, advocacy, education, training, mentoring, and time to support the
advancement of women. The theme emphasized how collective support and cooperation
contribute to creating a more inclusive and interconnected society.
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The event was graced by Dr. Padma Mahanti, IFS, Additional PCCF, Social Forestry, Kerala
Forest Department, and Dr. Manisha Mishra, Associate Professor, Department of English,
Rama Devi Women’s University, Bhubaneswar, as the distinguished guests.

The programme commenced with an inaugural address by Dr. Alaka Pradhan, who reflected on
the remarkable journey of women over the past century. She spoke about the struggles and
challenges women faced in earlier times and how their resilience, determination, and continuous
efforts have helped them secure their rightful place in society today.
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This was followed by the welcome address by Ms. Snigdha Acharya, DDG, NIU Bhubaneswar,
who emphasized the importance of reaffirming our commitment to equality and inclusivity. She
highlighted the need to continue fostering an environment where women are empowered,
supported, and encouraged to excel in every sphere.

In his address, Dr. Ashok Kumar Hota, DDG & SIO, NIC Odisha, elaborated on this year’s theme
“Give to Gain” and highlighted the vital role played by women officers in NIC. He also spoke
about the significance of the Beti Bachao initiative and acknowledged the efforts of individuals
and institutions working towards ensuring the safety, education, and empowerment of the girl
child.

During the programme, the March edition of NIC Odisha’s monthly newsletter, “The Ascender,”
was released, marking another milestone in documenting and sharing the achievements and
initiatives of NIC Odisha.
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Addressing the gathering, Dr. Padma Mahanti shared her inspiring life journey and experiences,
recounting how she rose from humble beginnings in the city of Cuttack to reach a distinguished
position in the civil services. Her story served as a source of motivation, encouraging women to
pursue their ambitions with confidence and perseverance.

Dr. Manisha Mishra delivered a thought-provoking address reflecting on the present state of
women’s empowerment in society. She highlighted the various challenges that girls and women
continue to face and stressed the importance of ensuring equal opportunities for both men and
women in all spheres of life.
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As part of the celebrations, a series of activities and competitions were organised from 9th &
10th March 2026, including Mono Action and Jhotti competitions. Employees enthusiastically
participated in these activities. The Mono Action performances showcased expressive acting and
powerful storytelling around themes of women’s empowerment, while the Jhotti competition
celebrated rich cultural heritage of Odisha through intricate traditional artwork.
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The celebration also featured a vibrant cultural programme where employees showcased their
talents through dance performances, songs, poetry recitations, and comedy acts, adding colour
and enthusiasm to the occasion.



Towards the end of the programme winners of the Mono Action and Jhoti competitions were awarded
prizes and certificates by the distinguished guests. The guests were also honoured with mementos as
a token of gratitude and appreciation for their valuable presence and inspiring words.
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The event concluded with a Vote of Thanks delivered by Ms. Mamata Khamari, DDG & ASIO, NIC,
Odisha, who expressed sincere gratitude to the distinguished guests, colleagues, organizers,
participants, attendees in both physical and virtual modes, staff members and NEARS whose
gracious presence and valuable contributions made the celebration a grand success.
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