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With the digital landscape evolving rapidly through the rise of artificial intelligence, the Odisha Unit of the
National Informatics Centre (NIC) spearheaded a massive awareness campaign to mark Safer Internet Day 2026.
Observed annually on the second Tuesday of February, this global initiative serves as a call to action for a more
secure and responsible digital environment. This year’s theme, Smart Tech, Safe Choices: Exploring the Safe and
Responsible Use of AI, specifically targeted the empowerment of digital nagriks in navigating the complexities of
modern technology.

The NIC Odisha Unit, operating under the Ministry of Electronics and IT, organized a total of 37 workshops and
seminars across the state. These events successfully reached approximately 5000 participants, ranging from
students to community leaders. A central highlight of these gatherings was a collective pledge taken by
participants to prioritize safety and ethics while utilizing AI tools.

In the capital city, significant workshops were hosted at the Srusti Academy of Management and Technology
and Krupajal Engineering College. Experts at these sessions led deep-dive discussions on a variety of pressing
digital dangers. The curriculum covered not only the safe application of Artificial Intelligence but also critical
warnings regarding online financial frauds, ransomware attacks, and the growing menace of cyber terrorism.

Special emphasis was placed on protecting vulnerable populations, with detailed segments on combating child
pornography, online sexual abuse, and identity theft. Students were also briefed on relatively new phenomena
such as digital arrests, where scammers impersonate law enforcement to extort citizens. By sensitizing the youth
to these threats, the organizers aimed to build a more resilient and inclusive cyber world. The extensive state-
wide programme was coordinated by Shri Jayant Kumar Mishra, Sr. Director (IT), Smt. Sujata Das, Sr. Director
(IT), and Shri Niladri Bihari Mohanty, Joint Director (IT), with active support from District Informatics Officers,
who conducted Safer Internet Day events in their respective districts to ensure wide outreach across Odisha.

The initiative was carried out under the guidance of Dr. Ashok Kumar Hota, Deputy Director General and State
Informatics Officer, who appreciated the enthusiastic participation and emphasized that such educational efforts
are essential for fostering a positive, secure, and responsible digital environment for all.
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Online Awareness Session by eTransport Unit
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National Informatics Centre (NIC), Angul, organized an Awareness Program on the occasion of Safer Internet Day on 10
February 2026 at 

th

Kendriya Vidyalaya No. 2 Angul,
PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya No. 1, Angul.

The program commenced with a welcome address by the respective Principals. Shri Abhishek Singh, District Informatics
Officer, NIC, Angul, delivered an insightful session covering various important aspects of cyber security, including: Safer
use of Internet and Artificial Intelligence, Major cyber threats and their mitigation techniques, Cyber Hygiene, Appropriate
cyber incident reporting channels

The entire event was successfully coordinated by the NIC Angul District Unit and witnessed active participation from over
250 students and staff members. The session was highly informative and interactive, enabling students and faculty
members to clarify their doubts and gain a deeper understanding of safe internet usage.

The awareness program effectively emphasized the importance of cyber hygiene and responsible digital practices,
contributing towards building a safer online environment for all. The program was attended by the following members:
Shri Hiranmaya Prasad Chand, Principal, Shri Pankaj Kumar, Principal, Shri Abhishek Singh, DIO, NIC, Shri Ajit Kumar Sahu,
FMS, NIC, Shri Pradyumna Sahoo, DRM, NIC.



BALANGIR
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Safer Internet Day was observed on 10  February 2026 at PM Shri Kendriya Vidyalaya No. 2, Balangir. The workshop was
organized by NIC Balangir and conducted by Sri Manish Kumar, District Informatics Officer (DIO), in coordination with Sri
Ganesh Pradhan, Principal of the institution. A total of 200 participants, including students and teachers, attended the
session.

th

The programme focused on promoting cyber hygiene and responsible digital citizenship. Participants were educated about
cybersecurity threats such as phishing, malware, ransomware, social engineering, online fraud, and identity theft.
Preventive measures like strong password practices, multi-factor authentication (MFA), secure browsing (HTTPS), data
privacy protection, and safeguarding digital footprints were discussed.

A dedicated segment on Artificial Intelligence (AI) highlighted safe and ethical AI usage, awareness about deepfakes and
misinformation, verification of AI-generated content, and data protection principles. The interactive session concluded with
a discussion, reinforcing the importance of confidentiality, integrity, and availability (CIA triad) in digital security
practices.
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On the occasion of Safer Internet Day awareness programs were conducted in Balasore District on 10  February 2026 to
promote cyber safety and responsible internet usage. The sessions were led by Shri Rajendra Prasad Hembram, DIO, NIC,
Balasore at the Venue Govt. ITI Conference Hall.

th

In the morning, an awareness session was organized for the students Govt. ITI, Balasore District under the Chairmainship
of Sudhakar Nayak, OAS (SAG), Additional District Magistrate(Gen), Balasore, focusing on cyber hygiene and secure online
practices in government operations.

Around 280 participants were actively participated in the programs and Shri Rajendra Prasad Hembram, DIO, NIC Balasore
emphasized the importance of cyber hygiene and conducted quiz competition among the students of Govt. ITI, Balasore to
adopt safe internet practices, not only for themselves but also to educate their friends, family, and the community on
responsible and secure digital usage.

These initiatives aim to build awareness and create a safer digital environment for all, reinforcing the importance of
staying vigilant in an increasingly connected world.  



BHADRAK
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Bhadrak district observed Safer Internet Day on 10  February 2026, with an awareness workshop held at Sadbhavana
Bhawan, Collectorate, Bhadrak at 11:30 AM in two sessions. The theme of the program was “Smart Tech, Safe Choices,
Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI.”

th

The event was chaired by Shri Dilip Routrai, IAS (Collector & District Magistrate, Bhadrak) and graced by the presence of
Domain Advisor, OSWAS PMU, Chief Development Officer‑cum‑EO, Zilla Parishad, District Informatics Officer (NIC), District
Education Officer and District e‑Governance Manager (DeGM). A total of 185 participants, including students and teachers
from different schools along with district officials, actively participated in the program.

Sessions were delivered by Shri Vijay Kumar, District Informatics Officer, Bhadrak in both Hindi and English covering topics
such as safe internet use, responsible AI practices, cyber threats, cybercrime, cyber fraud, digital arrest, cyber hygiene, and
incident reporting. Additionally, the District e-Governance Manager (DeGM), Shri Bijayananda Kar, explained the same
topics in Odia language. An interactive Q&A session encouraged participants to seek clarifications and engage with experts.
The workshop concluded reinforcing the importance of digital safety and responsible technology use in the community.
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Under the ISEA (Information Security Education and Awareness) Project of the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), a Safer Internet Day awareness workshop was conducted at PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya, Boudh,
Odisha, on 10   February 2026, under the theme “Smart Tech, Safe Choices: Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI”,
in the presence of Shri Shri Sanaka Meher, Principal, K V Boudh.

th

The workshop was delivered by Shri Surendra Baskey, District Informatics Officer, in two sessions attended by 85 students
of Class IX and 35 staff members. The sessions focused on creating awareness about cyber frauds such as phishing, social
media account hacking, UPI scams, and digital arrest frauds, along with preventive measures and safe online practices. 

A Pledge on Safer Internet and Responsible Use of AI was administered, with students and staff committing themselves to
ethical use of AI tools and responsible digital citizenship. The programme also highlighted the responsible and ethical use of
Artificial Intelligence. 

An engaging Online Quiz hosted on the ISEA platform tested participants’ understanding of AI-enabled scams, digital arrest
tactics, and cybersecurity best practices. Upon successful completion, participants instantly downloaded their official
certificates on their mobile devices, adding both motivation and recognition to the learning experience. At the end prizes
were given to motivate the students.
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An Awareness Program on Safer Internet Day was observed on 10  February 2026 at Bhubanananda Odisha School of
Engineering (BOSE), in Cuttack District. Smt. Mamata Khamari, Scientist-G and DDG cum ASIO Central Division, and Shri
Ramakrishna Sahoo, Scientist-E and Director-IT joined as resource person. The program was organized in the presence of
the HOD, Computer Sc & IT, staff members, and students.

th

A total of 88 participants attended the program. It was a great opportunity for the participants to gain knowledge about
the safe and responsible use of the Internet. During the session, important cyber safety rules were discussed, such as:

Using strong passwords and not sharing them with anyone
Never sharing personal information online
Thinking before clicking unknown links
Showing respect to others on social media platforms

An interactive quiz session was also conducted, where various queries related to cyber safety were addressed. The program
helped create awareness among students about protecting themselves in the digital world and promoting responsible
online behavior.
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Safer Internet Day awareness workshop was organised on 11  February 2026 at Govt. Polytechnic, Deogarh under the
theme “Smart Tech., Safe Choices – Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI.” The programme aimed to create
awareness about cyber threats, cyber fraud, online scams, and safe digital practices, especially among students and youth.
The programme was inaugurated by the Additional District Magistrate (General), Deogarh who highlighted the increasing
incidence of cyber-crimes and stressed the importance of responsible and secure use of the internet in everyday life.

th

Shri Tarani Behera, District Informatics Officer, Deogarh delivered an interactive and informative workshop session, during
which participants were educated about safe use of Artificial Intelligence, common cyber fraud techniques, emerging
digital threats, and practical preventive measures to stay safe in the online environment. Senior officials including Degm
along with the Principal, teaching staff, students and other participants were present during the programme. The session
strongly reinforced the collective responsibility of government institutions, educational bodies and citizens in building a
safer and more secure digital ecosystem.

The workshop concluded with a brief address by the DIO, Deogarh, followed by a vote of thanks proposed by the Principal
of Govt Polytechnic, Deogarh.
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A Safer Internet Day awareness workshop was organized at Dhenkanal Autonomous College, Dhenkanal, on 10  February
2026 under the guidance of the National Informatics Centre (NIC), Dhenkanal. More than 150 participants, including
students and faculty members, actively took part in the programme. The workshop was attended by the Hon’ble Principal
of the college, who emphasized the importance of cyber safety and the responsible use of digital technologies. 

th

The District Informatics Officer, National Informatics Centre, Dhenkanal hosted the awareness campaign and highlighted
the significance of Safer Internet Day. He also elaborated on the global theme, “Smart Tech, Safe Choices – Exploring the
Safe and Responsible Use of AI,” with special focus on the ethical use of artificial intelligence, data privacy, and online
safety. The Head of the Department of Computer Science, along with the Assistant Professor and Associate Professor of the
department, delivered informative sessions on cyber security, emerging online threats, and responsible digital behaviour. A
Safer Internet Quiz was also conducted to enhance participant engagement and awareness. The workshop successfully
created awareness among students about making safe, informed, and responsible choices in the digital world.



Sl. No. Venue Date No. of
Participants

Eminent Persons Joined

1 PM SHRI Kendriya Vidhyalaya, Gajapati 10/2/2026 102 Principal, PM SHRI KV Gajapati

2 Government Polytechnic Gajapati 10/2/2026 58 Principal, Government
Polytechnic Gajapati

GAJAPATI
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The Safer Internet Day 2026 was observed on 10  February 2026 at two venues in Gajapati District, in the context of the
theme “Smart Tech, Safe Choices: Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI” as a national-level precursor activity with
the following objectives:

th

Sensitize users about safe and responsible use of internet and AI
Promote best practices for cyber hygiene
Educate students about major cyber threats and mitigation techniques

T. Balakrishna Murty, DIO, NIC Gajapati, acted as the resource person at both venues. Two Network Field Engineers from
NIC Gajapati also participated and assisted in managing the event. After the presentation, a quiz program was conducted
at both venues. The students actively participated, and pens (10 per venue) were distributed to the students who answered
correctly, with active coordination from the concerned venue faculties.
Students and Principals at both venues expressed their gratitude to NIC for conducting such an enlightening workshop. The
Principals of both venues also requested the DIO, NIC, to conduct more such talks at their institutions in the future.

PM SHRI Kendriya Vidhyalaya, GajapatiGovernment Polytechnic, Gajapati
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Safer Internet Day was observed in Ganjam district under the theme “Smart Tech, Safe Choices – Exploring the Safe and
Responsible Use of AI.” Awareness programmes were conducted at Government Science College, Chatrapur on 10  February
2026, and at Chatrapur Women’s Higher Secondary School and Onslow Institution, Chatrapur on 11  February 2026. The
initiative aimed to promote safe, ethical, and responsible use of digital technologies among students and faculty.

th

th

The sessions were led by Shri Ranajeet Kumar Das, Joint Director (IT) & District Informatics Officer (DIO), NIC, Ganjam, and
Shri Pradeep Kumar Khatei, MIS Programmer, Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, Ganjam. The programmes were held in the
presence of the respective heads of the institutions. Key topics included cyber hygiene, online risks and fraud prevention,
mobile app security, cyberbullying, social media awareness, cyber ethics, and the basics and responsible use of AI.

A total of 439 students and faculty members participated. Shri Das emphasized the importance of safe internet practices
and encouraged participants to act as digital ambassadors by spreading awareness on responsible digital use. The
programmes concluded with interactive discussions, strengthening digital literacy and promoting a safer, more responsible
digital environment.

Government Science College, ChatrChatrapur Onslow Institution, Chatrapur

Chatrapur Women’s Higher Secondary School
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Safer Internet Day 2026 was celebrated with great enthusiasm at Brundaban Chandra Degree College, Jagatsinghpur, on
10  February 2026 highlighting the importance of safe, responsible, and ethical use of digital technologies. The event was
inaugurated by the founding member of the college, Retd. Prof. Rama Ranjan Swain, Retd. Prof. Sushree Gita Rath, who
emphasized the growing need for digital awareness & cyber responsibility among students in the modern technological era.

th

The Welcome Address was delivered by the Principal of the College, Sri Pratap Kumar Lenka, who encouraged students to
become responsible digital citizens and to use technology constructively for academic and professional growth.

The program featured an insightful session by DIA Sujit Kumar Biswal, NIC Jagatsinghpur District Centre, who elaborated
on Artificial Intelligence (AI) and its safe and responsible use in day-to-day life. He discussed emerging concerns such as:
Deepfake technology, Digital arrest scams, Misuse of AI tools, Preventive awareness strategies.

HRMS Coordinator Shri Debasis Das presented recent trends in Cyber Security and explained various preventive measures
to safeguard personal data and online identity. Students and faculty members actively participated in the event, making it
an interactive and informative session. 

At the conclusion of the program, an engaging quiz competition was organized by: Network Engineer Shri Jyoti Ranjan
Jena, Shri Bikash Chandra Dash and Shri Debasis Nayak, DRM. The quiz aimed to reinforce knowledge about cyber safety,
digital responsibility, and emerging online threats. The program concluded with the Prize Distribution Ceremony, where Dr.
Rudra Narayan Rath, Chairman of Basudev Educational Welfare Trust, distributed prizes to the winning students and
congratulated them for their active participation and awareness in cyber safety initiatives. The celebration of Safer
Internet Day 2026 at the college successfully spread awareness about responsible digital practices and encouraged
students to become vigilant and informed internet users in the age of Artificial Intelligence. A total of 110 students and
faculty members participated.



JAJPUR

O B S E R VA T I O N  O F  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D A Y  2 0 2 6  I N  O D I S H A

On the occasion of Safer Internet Day on 10  February 2026, NIC Jajpur, in collaboration with the staff of N. C. Autonomous
College, organized an awareness program at Government Autonomous College, Jajpur under the theme “Smart Tech, Safe
Choices: Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI.” The program aimed to promote safe and responsible internet
practices among students and faculty.

th

Shri Sanjit Kumar Nayak, DIO, NIC Jajpur, delivered an informative session highlighting the benefits and risks of digital
technologies. He discussed emerging cyber threats and common online frauds such as phishing, digital arrest scams,
deepfake fraud, OTP/UPI fraud, identity theft, fake customer care scams, remote access scams, and malware attacks. He
also emphasized mobile application security and best practices, including strong passwords and two-factor authentication.

The program was graced by Dr. Ranjan Kumar Behera, Principal; Dr. Vinod Kumar Mallik, Assistant Professor (Oriya); Ms.
Divya Mishra, Assistant Professor (Chemistry); and other staff members. A total of 185 students and staff participated
actively.
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The Safer Internet Day awareness workshop was organised 10  February 2026 at Laxmi Narayan College, Jharsuguda under
the theme “Smart Tech., Safe Choices – Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI.” The programme aimed to create
awareness about cyber threats, cyber fraud, online scams, and safe digital practices, especially among students and youth.
The programme was inaugurated by the Addl. District Magistrate (General), Jharsuguda who highlighted the increasing
incidence of cyber-crimes and stressed the importance of responsible and secure use of the internet in everyday life.

th

Shri Tarani Behera, District Informatics Officer, delivered an interactive and informative workshop session, during which
participants were educated about safe use of Artificial Intelligence, common cyber fraud techniques, emerging digital
threats, and practical preventive measures to stay safe in the online environment, Senior officials including Additional
District Education Officer along with the Principal, teaching staff, students and other participants were present during the
programme. The session strongly reinforced the collective responsibility of government institutions, educational bodies and
citizens in building a safer and more secure digital ecosystem.

The workshop concluded with a brief address by the DIO, Jharsuguda, followed by a vote of thanks proposed by the
principal of Laxmi Narayan College, Jharsuguda.
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Safer Internet Day 2026 was observed on 10  February 2026 at Government ITI College, Bhawanipatna, Kalahandi,
Odisha, from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM under the theme “Smart Tech, Safe Choices – Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of
AI.” The programme was chaired by Principal Shri Pradip Kumar Sahoo and featured an awareness and training session
conducted by DRM Shri Jaga Sethi, who provided valuable insights into the growing challenges of cybersecurity and the
responsible use of digital technologies. A total of 220 students and 16 teachers actively participated in the event,
demonstrating keen interest in understanding emerging cyber risks and protective measures. The session focused on recent
cyber frauds and practical ways to safeguard personal and financial information, common cyber threats such as malware,
phishing, identity theft, and data breaches along with strategies to mitigate them, and the importance of maintaining
cyber hygiene while ensuring the safe, ethical, and responsible use of Artificial Intelligence in daily life. 

th

To reinforce learning and encourage interaction, the programme also included a quiz and an engaging question-and-answer
session where participants clarified their doubts and shared their experiences. The event concluded with closing remarks by
Shri Mahammad Abid, who expressed sincere gratitude to the chairperson, trainer, teachers, and students for their
enthusiastic participation and emphasized the importance of applying the knowledge gained to promote safer digital
behavior in everyday activities. 

Overall, the celebration of Safer Internet Day 2026 at Government ITI College, Bhawanipatna proved to be highly
informative and impactful, successfully enhancing awareness about cybersecurity, responsible technology use, and the
need for smart and safe choices in an increasingly digital world.
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Safer Internet Day awareness workshop was organized at District Institute of Education & Training (DIET), Tikabali,
Kandhamal, on 10  February 2026 under the guidance of the National Informatics Centre (NIC), Kandhamal. Around 172
participants, including students and faculty members, actively took part in the programme. 
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The workshop was attended by the Hon'ble Principal of the college, who emphasized the importance of cyber safety and
the responsible use of Internet. Shri Manoj Ku. Sethi, District Informatics Officer, Kandhamal, hosted the awareness
campaign and highlighted the significance of Safer Internet Day. He also elaborated on the global theme, "Smart Tech, Safe
Choices — Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI," with special focus on the ethical use of artificial intelligence, data
privacy, and online safety. 

The Head of the Department of Computer Science, along with the Assistant Professor and Associate Professor of the
department, delivered informative sessions on cyber security, emerging online threats, and responsible digital behaviour. A
quiz was also conducted to enhance participant engagement and awareness. The workshop successfully created awareness
among students about making safe, informed, and responsible choices in the digital world. 

Following topics covered in this workshop. About the Internet, Use of Internet in our Day-to-Day life, Safe Use of Internet
(Internet Safety), Safe and Responsible use of AI, Common Cyber Threats of AI, Cyber Hygiene Practices, Mechanism to
report cybercrimes (1930).
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Safer Internet Day 2026 was celebrated at Government Polytechnic, Kendrapara, in the presence of the Collector & District
Magistrate, Kendrapara, Shri Raghuram R. Iyer, IAS; Tahasildar, Derabish, Shri Saroj Kanta Nayak, OAS; BDO, Derabish,
Smt. Namita Barik, OAS; District Employment Officer, Shri Krushna Chandra Sahoo; IIC, Derabish, Smt. Ambika Mahakud;
and the Principal of Government Polytechnic, Kendrapara. Around 200 students participated in the awareness programme.

During the event, the District Informatics Officer, Shri Subhendu Sekhar Sahoo, delivered a comprehensive presentation on
safe internet usage, highlighting AI-related cyber threats, responsible use of AI, cyber hygiene practices, and available
mechanisms for reporting cyber crimes. The session was followed by an interactive quiz focusing on cyber threats and AI-
related cyber risks.

The Collector & District Magistrate, Kendrapara, emphasized the importance of cybersecurity and best practices for internet
usage, sharing insights from his personal experience. The Tahasildar, BDO, and District Employment Officer also addressed
the students, sharing their experiences and sensitizing them to cybersecurity concerns and the responsible use of AI. A few
students shared real-life incidents they had encountered and explained how they dealt with such situations. The
programme concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by the Principal, Government Polytechnic, Kendrapara.
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An Awareness Program on Safer Internet Day 2026 was observed on 7  February 2026 at Revenue Inspection Training
Institute (RITI), Keonjhar District. The program was organized for RI, ARI and staff of RITI in the presence of the Asst.
Director, RITI.
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A total of 58 participants attended the program. It was a great opportunity for the participants to gain knowledge about
the safe and responsible use of the Internet.

During the session, important cyber safety rules were discussed, such as:
Using strong passwords and not sharing them with anyone
Never sharing personal information online
Thinking before clicking unknown links
Showing respect to others on social media platforms

An interactive question-and-answer session was also conducted, where various queries related to cyber safety were
addressed. The program helped to aware and empower the officials  in cybersecurity and AI.
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Under the ISEA (Information Security Education and Awareness) Project of the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), a sensitization programme on “Safe and Responsible Use of AI” was successfully conducted at Khordha
Women’s College. The programme witnessed the active participation of 120 students and 50 faculty members, focusing on
building awareness about emerging digital risks and responsible AI usage.

The technical session introduced the “Stop, Think, Verify” protocol and addressed critical issues such as AI voice cloning,
deepfakes, online scams, and digital arrest tactics. Participants were guided on identifying warning signs—like unnatural
blinking and voice inconsistencies—and were sensitized about the importance of reporting cyber fraud promptly through
the national helpline 1930, especially during the crucial “Golden Hour.”

A Pledge on Safer Internet and Responsible Use of AI was administered, with students and staff committing themselves to
ethical use of AI tools and responsible digital citizenship. An interactive online quiz hosted on the ISEA platform further
reinforced learning, allowing participants to download instant certificates upon completion. The programme concluded
with a prize distribution ceremony, where Mr. Shubhakanta Panda (DIO) and the Principal felicitated top-performing
students, encouraging continued vigilance and awareness in the digital domain.
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Safer Internet Day on the theme of “Smart Tech, Safe Choices – Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI” was observed
at D. R. D. A., Malkangiri on 10  February 2026 under the chairmanship of the Additional District Magistrate (ADM) to
promote the safe, responsible, and ethical use of digital technology. 
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The programme was chaired by Shri Bedabara Pradhan, OAS, Additional District Magistrate (Revenue), Malkangiri, and
attended by Shri Durjyodhan Bhoi, OAS, Sub-Collector & SDM, Malkangiri, and Shri Onam Lakra, OPS, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, HRPC-Cell, Malkangiri, along with other district dignitaries. The workshop was conducted by Shri
Rajneesh Kant Pandey, District Informatics Officer, malkangiri. Students from various schools and colleges and officials of
various departments actively participated, showing keen interest in cyber safety, digital literacy, and Artificial
Intelligence. Speakers emphasized the importance of protecting personal data, preventing cybercrime, and maintaining
responsible online conduct. Special focus was given to the ethical use of AI, addressing issues such as misinformation,
deepfakes, and data privacy. Through awareness sessions and interactive discussions, participants were educated about
online threats and safe internet practices. They were encouraged to visit www.staysafeonline.in for quizzes and pledges
and awareness resources. Informational banners were displayed at prominent locations to spread awareness, reinforcing
the message of creating a secure and inclusive digital environment. A total of 77 participants attended the program.

http://www.staysafeonline.in/
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In alignment with the ISEA (Information Security Education and Awareness) project by MeitY, a sensitization program was
held at Government Women’s College, Baripada on 10  February 2026. The event focused on the "Safe and Responsible Use
of AI," educating around 73 students and staffs on smart and safe use of Internet.

th

Dignitaries Present: Mr. Ajaya Kumar Mohapatra, DIO, NIC Mayurbhanj, Baripada, Mrs.  Sagarika Singh, Principal,
Government Women’s College Baripada, Faculty members and college staff. 

Session Highlights: Presentation: Safe and Responsible Use of AI, Pledge on Safer Internet and Responsible Use of AI, Online
Quiz & Instant Certification & Quiz Competition, Prize Distribution & Interaction.

The program concluded with a vote of thanks. The interactive nature of the prize distribution and feedback session ensured
a high level of engagement among the 73 participants.



Sl
No

Name of Institution Date

Teaching Staffs Students

Total

Male Female Male Female

1 Government Polytechnic Nabarangpur 07.02.2026 7 1 45 52 105

2 Pendrani Mahavidyalaya, Umerkote 09.02.2026 15 13 76 125 229

3 Women’s Degree College, Nabarangpur 10.02.2026 3 6 0 111 120

NABARANGPUR

O B S E R VA T I O N  O F  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D A Y  2 0 2 6  I N  O D I S H A

Safer Internet Day 2026 was celebrated in Nabarangpur district with active patronage from NIC MeitY, C-DAC and ISEA with
the year’s global theme, “Smart Tech, Safe Choices – Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI” 3 nos of awareness
camps, constituting 454 participants, have been organized by the District NIC, where the DIO, as resource person,
highlighted the growing influence of digital technologies in academic and personal life. He emphasized that while the
internet offers immense opportunities for learning, innovation and global connectivity, it also presents challenges such as
cyberbullying, identity theft, misinformation, phishing, online scams and privacy breaches. All the participants in the
awareness sessions have taken pledge and learnt the different aspect of cyber security, personal data safety and
responsible use of AI.

Government Polytechnic Nabarangpur

Pendrani Mahavidyalaya, Umerkote

Women’s Degree College, Nabarangpur



NABARANGPUR

O B S E R VA T I O N  O F  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D A Y  2 0 2 6  I N  O D I S H A



NAYAGARH

O B S E R VA T I O N  O F  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D A Y  2 0 2 6  I N  O D I S H A

Safer Internet Day 2026 was observed on 10   February 2026 under the theme “Stay Alert in the Age of AI: Safe and
Responsible Use of AI.” The programme was organized under the aegis of the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), Government of India, as part of the ISEA Project, in coordination with C-DAC and NIC.

th

The awareness programme was conducted at Kendriya Vidyalaya, Nayagarh, and was graced by Smt. Madhumita Rath,
IAS, District Magistrate & Collector, Nayagarh. The event was organized in collaboration with the Principal and school
authorities.

The session covered cybersecurity awareness, cyber hygiene, responsible internet use, ethical adoption of AI, emerging
cyber threats, digital privacy, and prevention of online fraud. A total of 240 participants, including students and teachers,
actively took part. The programme concluded with a pledge promoting safe and responsible digital practices. It was
successfully coordinated by Shri Sanjay Samaria, District Informatics Officer, NIC Nayagarh, reflecting effective
collaboration between NIC, the district administration, and the school authorities.



NUAPADA

O B S E R VA T I O N  O F  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D A Y  2 0 2 6  I N  O D I S H A

Safer Internet Day was observed on 10  February 2026, at National College, Nuapada under the theme “Smart Tech, Safe
Choices – Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI,” with the objective of promoting online safety and responsible
digital practices among students and youth. The programme was inaugurated by the Shri Subash Chandra Raita,
Additional District Magistrate, Nuapada, who highlighted the increasing cases of cyber crime and emphasized the
importance of safe and ethical use of the internet in daily life.

th

Shri Vinay Kumar Tiwari, District Informatics Officer, Nuapada delivered an informative session on the safe use of Artificial
Intelligence, cyber hygiene, common online scams, emerging digital threats, and practical preventive measures to remain
secure in the digital space. The event was attended by senior officials including the Deputy S.P., SDPO, Treasury Officer,
HOD (CSE) Polytechnic, officers from the Cyber Police Station, faculty members, and more than 170 participants, making
the programme meaningful and successful. The workshop concluded with a vote of thanks by the Principal National
College, marking a successful observance of Safer Internet Day.



PURI

O B S E R VA T I O N  O F  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D A Y  2 0 2 6  I N  O D I S H A

An Awareness Program on Safer Internet Day 2026 was observed on 10  February 2026 at Samanta Chandra Sekhar
Autonomous College, Puri. Shri Biswanath Panda, Jt. Director(IT) & DIO, NIC District Centre Puri along with Durga Prasad
Jena, Dy. Director(IT) & ADIO NIC District Centre Puri joined as resource person. The program was organized under the
Chairmanship of Dr Chitaranjan Dwivedy, Principal of the College and attended by Professors, Lecturers and Students of the
College.

th

A total of 240 participants attended the program. It was a great opportunity for the participants to gain knowledge about
the safe and responsible use of the AI. Common Cyber Threats etc.
During the session, important cyber safety rules were discussed, such as:

Sensitize users about safe and responsible use of internet and AI
Promote best practices for cyber hygiene
Educate users about major cyber threats and mitigation techniques

An interactive quiz session was also conducted, where various queries related to cyber safety were addressed. The program
helped create awareness among students and teachers about protecting themselves in the digital world and promoting
responsible online behavior.



RAYAGADA

O B S E R VA T I O N  O F  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D A Y  2 0 2 6  I N  O D I S H A

Safer Internet Day 2026 was observed in Rayagada District under the theme “Smart Tech, Safe Choices – Exploring the Safe
and Responsible Use of AI.” Awareness programmes were conducted at Rayagada Autonomous College and Government
ITI, Rayagada, to promote safe and ethical use of digital technologies.

The sessions were led by Shri Guna Sekhar Netheti, Joint Director (IT) & DIO, NIC Rayagada, along with Shri Naveen, ADIO,
NIC Rayagada, and Shri Narendra Sasmal, District Coordinator, CMGI. The programme at Government ITI was held in the
presence of Sri Nabin Chandra Naik, OAS (SAG), Additional District Magistrate, Rayagada.

Key topics included cyber hygiene, online scams, cyber fraud prevention, mobile security, cyber bullying, basics of AI,
responsible AI usage, social media awareness, and digital ethics. A total of 213 students and faculty members participated
actively. The programmes concluded with an interactive discussion, reinforcing the importance of digital vigilance and
responsible online behaviour to build a safer digital ecosystem.

Rayagada Autonomous CollegeGovernment ITI, Rayagada



RAYAGADA

O B S E R VA T I O N  O F  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D A Y  2 0 2 6  I N  O D I S H A



SAMBALPUR

O B S E R VA T I O N  O F  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D A Y  2 0 2 6  I N  O D I S H A

The Safer Internet Day awareness workshop was organised at PM Shri Kendriya Vidyalaya No1, Sambalpur and RITI,
larpank Sambalpur on 10  February 2026 under the theme “Smart Tech., Safe Choices – Exploring the Safe and Responsible
Use of AI.” The programme aimed to create awareness about cyber threats, cyber fraud, online scams, and safe digital
practices, especially among students and youth. The programme was inaugurated by the principal K V Sambalpur at
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sambalpur and Asst Director (RITI) at Revenue Inspector Training Institute Sambalpur who highlighted
the increasing incidence of cyber-crimes and stressed the importance of responsible and secure use of the internet in
everyday life. A total of 120 students and faculty members participated actively.

th

Sri Raja Ram Mohan Majhi, Joint Director(IT) and District Informatics Officer Sambalpur, delivered an interactive and
informative workshop session, during which participants were educated about safe use of Artificial Intelligence, common
cyber fraud techniques, emerging digital threats, and practical preventive measures to stay safe in the online environment.
Senior officials including Additional District Education Officer along with the Principal, teaching staff, students and other
participants were present during the programme. The session strongly reinforced the collective responsibility of
government institutions, educational bodies and citizens in building a safer and more secure digital ecosystem. The
workshop concluded with a brief address by the DIO, Sambalpur, followed by a vote of thanks proposed by the PGT
Computer Science Teacher PM Shri kendriya Vidyalaya No-1, Sambalpur.



SUNDERGARH

O B S E R VA T I O N  O F  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D A Y  2 0 2 6  I N  O D I S H A

The Safer Internet Day Awareness Workshop was organized at Government ITI, Kutra, Sundargarh, under the theme
“Smart Tech., Safe Choices – Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of AI on 10  February 2026. The workshop aimed to
create awareness about cyber threats, cyber fraud, online scams, and safe digital practices, especially among students and
youth. The programme was inaugurated by the Principal, Government ITI, Kutra, who spoke about the rising number of
cybercrime cases and stressed the importance of using the internet safely and responsibly in daily life.

th

Sri Kandra Hembram, Joint Director (IT) and District Informatics Officer, Sundargarh, delivered an interactive session. He
explained the safe use of Artificial Intelligence, common cyber fraud methods, emerging online threats, and simple
preventive measures to stay safe on the internet. A total of 101 students participated in the workshop.

The Principal, teaching staff, students, and other participants attended the programme. The session highlighted the shared
responsibility of government institutions, educational organizations, and citizens in creating a safer and more secure
digital environment. The workshop ended with a short address by the District Informatics Officer, Sundargarh, followed by
a vote of thanks proposed by Sri Chandrvanu Panda, FSE, NIC, Sundargarh.
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