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Inauguration of “Digital House” at OLA: 
A Historic Leap towards a Paperless Future

A high-level meeting was held on 5th February, 2025, under the
chairmanship of Sri Vinaytosh Mishra, IPS, DGP, CID, CB, Odisha, at the
Cyber Complex conference hall in Bhubaneswar. The session focused on
strengthening efforts to combat cybercrime in Odisha through collaboration
with IT industries and the Cy-NERGY platform.

The key objectives of Cy-NERGY include capacity building, ecosystem
development, research and innovation, policy support, outreach, and
awareness. During the meeting, the DGP provided an in-depth briefing on
the current cybercrime landscape in the state.

Smt. Sujata Das, Senior Director (IT) and Sri Niladri Bihari Mohanty Joint
Director (IT) actively participated, proposing research initiatives on
cybercrime cases to identify patterns and trends, with the goal of enhancing
awareness and preventive measures.

Cy-NERGY Meeting Convened under the Leadership
of DGP, Odisha

Shri Inder Pal Singh Sethi, Director General, National Informatics
Centre (NIC) was honoured with the "Digital Champion" Award,
at Technology Sabha 2025 organised at Hyderabad, India,
recognising his exemplary leadership and the role in
spearheading digital innovations in the realm of Governance.
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Hearty Congratulations
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The Kisan Samman Samaroh 2025 was held on 24th February, 2025, to mark
the release of the 19th  installment of PM-KISAN, over virtual mode from
Bhagalpur, Bihar by the Hon’ble Prime Minister. During the event over 9.8
crore farmers including 2.41 crore female farmers across the country were
benefitted through the 19th installment release, receiving direct financial
assistance exceeding ₹22,000 crore through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT),
reinforcing commitment of the Government to farmer welfare and
agricultural prosperity.

Various districts participated in the webcast, and DIOs rendered technical
support to ensure the program went successfully. 

A major milestone was achieved under the "One Nation, One Application"
initiative, as the Odisha Legislative Assembly (OLA) inaugurated its "Digital
House" through the launch of NeVA (National e-Vidhan Application) by Shri
Mohan Charan Majhi, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Odisha in the presence of
Smt. Surama Padhy, Hon’ble Speaker of Odisha Legislative Assembly (OLA),
Hon’ble Members and other dignitaries on 12th February, 2025. This ground
breaking ceremony marked a significant step towards transforming the
Odisha Legislative Assembly into a paperless legislations.

Speaking on the occasion the Hon’ble Chief Minister appreciated the efforts
of NeVA team of NIC for this historic event and told that beyond
environmental benefits, the shift to digital platforms also streamlines
legislative and administrative tasks, ultimately making legislative business
more efficient and accountable. Hon’ble Speaker, OLA opined that it was a
memorable day for OLA which would improve the transparency and
facilitate immediate communication between the stakeholders.

This historic event was witnessed by the Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister,
Ministers and MLAs along with Shri Umang Narula, Secretary, Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs, Govt. of India; Shri Surendra Kumar, Additional Chief
Secretary, Departments of Parliamentary Affairs, General Administration &
Public Grievance, Govt. of Odisha; Shri Vishal Kumar Dev, Principal
Secretary, Departments of Energy, Electronics & IT, Govt. of Odisha; Shri
Satyabrata Rout, Secretary, OLA; Dr. Ashok Kumar Hota, DDG & SIO, NIC,
Odisha; Shri Sanjeev, HoD, MoPA Informatics Division, NIC and other senior
officers of Govt. of Odisha and NIC.

Hon’ble PM Releases 19th Installment of PM-KISAN
through Virtual Mode
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Cops Mastering Motor Accident Claims with eDAR

The Electronic Detailed Accident Report (eDAR) is a claim settlement
platform and an extension of the Integrated Road Accident Database (iRAD).
The primary stakeholders of this project include the Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways (MoRTH), Police, Transport, Health Departments, and
all road-owning agencies. With eDAR, additional stakeholders such as
Honourable Court Authorities, Child Welfare Committees, Motor Accident
Claims Tribunals, and Insurance Companies have been introduced.

iRAD has been operational in Odisha since 2021, with continuous accident
data collection from all stakeholders. Following the launch of eDAR, MoRTH
nominated the DGP, Odisha as the nodal officer and the Transport
Commissioner as the supervising authority for the project.

Under the direction of DGP, Odisha, three-day eDAR training programs are
being conducted across district police stations. These sessions are led by
District Informatics Officers (DIOs), District Resource Managers (DRMs), and
the State Resource Manager (SRM) under the guidance of Shri P. K. Nayak,
State Transport Project Coordinator, NIC Odisha State Centre, Bhubaneswar.

Cyber Security Awareness Workshop at CAET, OUAT
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Under the Viksit Bharat@2047 programme, a Cyber Security Awareness
workshop was conducted at CAET, OUAT, Bhubaneswar on 29th January,
2025 by Shri Gyana Ranjan Misra, Director IT and Shri Rahul Kumar Sinha,
Asst. Director IT, NIC, Bhubaneswar.

It was inaugurated by Dr Sanjay Kumar Dash, Dean, CAET along with
invited speakers. The session covered cyber threats, phishing, ransomware,
social engineering attacks, and best security practices. Real-world attack
demonstrations and mobile security tools were also discussed.

The event, attended by over 150 students and faculty, concluded with a vote
of thanks by Dr. Subhrajit Ray, emphasizing the need for future sessions on
cyber security awareness.

The eOffice Master Trainers’ Training at Bargarh Collectorate, initiated at the
request of the District Collector, was conducted from 20th to 28th  February,
2025. The inauguration was graced by Shri Aditya Goyel, IAS, Collector &
District Magistrate, Smt. Madhusmita Sahu, ADM-General and other senior
officials. The Collector emphasized the importance of training of Master
Trainers to further educate district-level officials for seamless eOffice
implementation.

Shri Rudra Prasad Dash, Sr. Director (IT), NIC, elaborated the benefits of
eOffice and addressed participant queries. The training was conducted in
two phases: The first phase focused on equipping Master Trainers with skills
to create eReceipts, eFiles, and note sheets, ensuring their proficiency in
handling eFiles. In the second phase, trainers guided the staff from key
departments, including Revenue, Land Acquisition, General, and Judicial.

By 25th February, 2025, 7 eFiles and 20 eReceipts have been successfully
created. The training was supervised by Shri Shiba Prasad Nayak, eOffice
Project team and coordinated by Shri Himansu Ranjan, DIO, Bargarh.

eOffice Master Trainers’ Training at Bargarh Collectorate

ESCA 2025 - A National Conclave on Energy,
Semiconductors, Cybersecurity, and Artificial Intelligence 

The ESCA-2025 was held on 14th–15th February, 2025, bringing together the
policymakers, industry leaders, and academic experts to discuss
advancements in these transformative fields. The event was organized by
Trident Academy of Technology (TAT) in collaboration with ARF Design, VLSI
Society of India, IEEE Student Chapter, Sacred Foundation, ThreatSys, and
SPARC (P) Ltd.

As part of the conclave, Shri Niladri Bihari Mohanty, Joint Director (IT) &
Joint Director (IT), NIC, joined as a panelist in the discussion on "Next
Generation of Cybersecurity Tools & Technology," moderated by Dr. R.N.
Behera, Hon’ble Member of Parliament.
 
During the discussion, Shri Mohanty highlighted how data security has
evolved into information security and is now transitioning towards
intelligence security, driven by advancements in AI. He explained how AI has
empowered hackers, citing WormGPT as an example of AI-driven cyber
threats. However, he also emphasized potential of AI as a security tool,
showcasing various guardrail mechanisms currently being used in industries
to counter cyber threats. His insights provided a balanced perspective on  
dual impact of AI on cybersecurity, stressing the importance of ethical AI
deployment and proactive defense strategies.



The Ascender 

Observation of Safer Internet Day by NIC OdishaSwachhta Pakhwada Observed by NIC, Odisha

Resonance
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Launch of Digital Brand Identity Manual and the First CIO Conference
2025 held under the initiative Gov.In - Harmonisation of GOI of

India’s Digital Footprint, at New Delhi.

Meeting of State Informatics Officers (SIOs) was held
on 19th February 2025 in New Delhi to discuss key

initiatives under Digital India.

First time in the history of Parliament of India, the
simultaneous interpretation from Hindi to six regional
languages (Gujrati, Marathi, Odia, Telugu, Tamil &

Malayalam) has been done by using AI.

To promote cyber security awareness, NIC Odisha observed Safer Internet
Day on 11th February, 2025, under directives of MeitY with the theme
“Together for a Better Internet.” The event engaged government officials,
students, and citizens through workshops at 43 venues, including Sathya Sai
College for Women and BJB Junior College, Bhubaneswar.

Over 5,466 participants attended, with district-level observance by DIOs.
Experts shared insights on cyber threats, fraud prevention, and digital
hygiene. The event was widely covered by media and social platforms,
reinforcing commitment of the Govt. to cyber security awareness.

As part of the Government of India’s campaign to promote cleanliness,
Swachhta Pakhwada was observed during 1st to 15th February, 2025. NIC,
Odisha State Centre prepared a schedule of activities for each day and
coordinators were nominated. Posters and banners were put up at
prominent places in the office for swachhta awareness.
 
The campaign started on 3rd February, 2025 with Swachhta pledge. The core
activities include cleaning of nook and corner of entire building and
premises during this period. Swachhta Leaders in Districts and State centre
took part in the campaign in large numbers.

As a part of the activity, a talk on “Golden Rules of Personal Hygiene” was
organized on 5th Feb. 2025. Expert Doctors from medical college shed light
on the topic which was well attended by NIC officers physically and
virtually.
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IT by Tea
AI fuels fears of mass job displacement

NIC PanoramaTech Talk
DeepSeek-V2 emerged, challenging giants like NVIDIA Picnic-2025: Full of Fun, Amusement and Family Bonding

The rise of AI is threatening to replace human roles across industries. Many worry that
machines will outpace workers, leaving millions unemployed and widening economic
inequalities.
Myth: 
AI is rapidly advancing, automating tasks once exclusive to programmers and domain
experts. Tools like GitHub Copilot and ChatGPT generate code. In creative fields, AI-
generated music and deepfake vocals threaten to overshadow singers and composers,
raising fears of lost originality and artistic identity.
Truth:
AI tools like GitHub Copilot and ChatGPT can automate repetitive coding tasks and
generate raw code, enhancing a programmer’s efficiency rather than eliminating the
need for them. However, AI still lacks deep problem-solving abilities, creativity, and an
understanding of complex business logic. Instead of taking jobs, AI empowers
developers by freeing them from mundane tasks, allowing them to focus on higher-level
problem-solving, system design, and innovative solutions—outcomes that were far
more challenging without AI.

Publications

National Informatics Centre:
Shaping the future of e-governance

and DPI with emerging tech

Compendium of 14 PoCs of AI case
studies exhibited during 

Gov.AI Expo at NIC, Odisha
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The AI industry trembled as DeepSeek-V2 open-weight, high-performance
model disrupted the dominance of expensive proprietary AI, making cutting-
edge technology freely accessible. As uncertainty spread, investors and
companies scrambled to adapt to a future driven technology by open-source
innovation. DeepSeek-V2 uses the Transformer architecture at its core but
improves it with MoE, sparse activation, and advanced attention
mechanisms. These modifications allow it to achieve high performance while
being computationally efficient, making it a game-changer in AI.

Mixture of Experts (MoE) Transformer is a process when only a subset of
the model's parameters is activated per input.

Sparse Activation Mechanism is when all transformer layers are not fully
activated for every token. Instead, specialized subnetworks (experts) are
dynamically selected.

Enhanced Attention Mechanisms by optimizing self-attention to improve
long-context understanding and processing speed.

The cloud-deployed version of DeepSeek-V2 is protected by guardrails
enforced under China’s regulatory guidelines and content restriction policies.
However, these guardrails primarily operate at the application layer,
filtering sensitive topics and blocking responses that violate policy. In
contrast, the underlying open-weight model, available for local
deployment, remains unrestricted, allowing developers to fine-tune or
modify it without censorship.

A critical flaw in the cloud-based DeepSeek guardrails is their reliance on
language-specific filtering. By prompting DeepSeek to answer in Hindi or
other regional languages, users can often bypass security checks, as the
filtering mechanisms are primarily not designed for regional languages. This
linguistic loophole confuses the AI’s moderation system, potentially
allowing responses that would otherwise be blocked.

On 9th February 2025, the Odisha NIC family’s picnic at Joseph Garden,
Balukhand, Puri was filled with laughter and joy. Employees gathered under the
clear blue sky, enjoying the refreshing breeze and scenic beauty of the beach. 

The day began with the morning bus ride from NIC State HQ to the venue
with dance, song, jokes and much more throughout the journey inside the
bus itself. A delicious spread of local dishes followed, as everyone shared
stories and bonded over delicious food. The highlight was a relaxed boat
ride, where the group marvelled at the tranquil surroundings. As the sun
began to set, the picnic ended on a high note with music and dancing,
leaving everyone with lasting memories of the fun-filled day.

...Relax...not even 50% was required
from us for this much growth ... IT has
taken care of that for the last 50 years

... and ... AI will do that for the next 50...


