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SUNIL KUMAR, lAS 

D.O. No.: N-11013/2/2020-PESA 

Dear 
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SECRETARY 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF PANCHAYATI RAJ 

Dated: Ogth November, 2020 

This letter is regarding timely holding of Panchayat elections in your State. 

2. As you are aware , Article 243 (1) of the Constitution of India provides hold ing of 
elections to the Panchayats every five years . Further,Article 243E (3) of the Constitution states that 
elections to constitute a Panchayat shall be completed before the expiry of its duration. Therefore, 
the timely holding of Panchayat Elections in a State is a Constitutional requirement. Any delay in 
holding elections. not only deprives rural citizens from the exercise of their democratic fundamental 
right but also impacts timely devolution of funds recommended by the Finance Commission. 

3. It has been observed that the elections to the Panchayats, at different levels , are often delayed 
on grounds of amendments proposed by the State Government in the Panchayati Raj Act, 
commencement and completion of delimitation exercise , court cases , preparation of electoral rolls , 
reservation issue etc. Such issues are administrative in nature and hence can be 
undertaken/completed without affecting the election schedule if timely action is taken in advance 
by concerned authorities. Taking a cue from the functioning of the Election Commission of India, 
preparations for the Panchayat Elections should ideally start at least 6 months prior to the tenure 
completion date of PRls , as is the case with the election for Parliament and State Legislature. This 
would facilitate completion of electoral process before expiry of the term of Panchayats as 
envisaged by the Constitution . 

4. In light of the above, you are requested to review the matter personally and take appropriate 
steps to ensure timely preparation and conduct of Panchayat Elections in your State in conformity 
with the Constitutional provisions. 

Shri Ashwani Kumar, 
Chief Secretary, 
Government of Puducherry. 
No.1 Beach Road. 
Puducherry-605001. 

Copy to : Shri Jayant Kumar, Secretary. Panchayati Raj Department, 
Government of Puducherry, Chief Secretariat,Puducherry. 

Yours sincerely, 

-Sd/
(Sunil Kumar) 

Q 
~JI '~ 

(Sunil Kumar) 

~ "fif'f. ;if ""'~ 'RITG m. ~ ~-110001 , KRISHI BHAWAN , DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD ROAD. NEW DELHI-110001 

Tel.: 011 -23389008, 23074309 • Fax: 011-23389028 • E-mai l : secy-mopr@nic.in 
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