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Report on Celebration of Safer Internet Day
at Mantralay, Mumbai on 10" Feb. 2026

Safer Internet Day 2026 was celebrated on 10th February 2026 at Trimurti Prangan, Mantralaya, Mumbai, at
11:00 AM, in line with the global theme “Smart tech, safe choices — exploring the safe and responsible use of
AL” The programme was organized to promote awareness about safe, secure, and responsible use of the Internet and
emerging technologies, especially Artificial Intelligence.

The event was graced by Hon. Minister of Information Technology, Government of Maharashtra, Adv. Ashish
Shelar, along with several distinguished dignitaries, including Shri Rajesh Aggarwal (IAS), Chief Secretary,
Government of Maharashtra; Shri Virendra Singh (IAS), Secretary, Information Technology Department,
GoM; Shri Sanjay Shripatrao Katkar (IAS), Managing Director, Maharashtra Information Technology
Corporation Ltd. (MahalT); Ms. Bhuvaneshwari S. (IAS), Director, Information Technology Department,
GoM; Ms. Sapna Kapoor, DDG and State Informatics Officer, NIC Maharashtra; Shri Barath Rajgopalan
J., President and Chief Executive, Source Data Consulting. Many senior IAS officers and government officials
also participated in the event.

The programme commenced with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp by the dignitaries, marking the formal
inauguration of the event. This was followed by the inaugural address by Ms. Sapna Kapoor, DDG and SIO, NIC
Maharashtra. In her address, she emphasized that government employees are custodians not just of digital
systems, but of citizens’ trust, and highlighted the responsibility of safeguarding digital public infrastructure. She
underlined that while India has successfully built large-scale digital systems, the next chapter lies in protecting and
governing them wisely.

Hon. IT Minister Adv. Ashish Shelar addressed the gathering and guided employees and attendees on the safe and
responsible use of the Internet, stressing the importance of informed digital behaviour in an era of rapidly evolving
technologies.

The special address by Shri Rajesh Aggarwal (IAS), Chief Secretary, Maharashtra about various cybersecurity
and safety guidelines that should be followed while using the Internet and digital devices. He highlighted the need
for vigilance, cyber awareness, and adherence to security best practices in both official and personal digital activities.

Shri Barath Rajgopalan J., President and Chief Executive, Source Data Consulting, delivered a session focusing
on cyber hygiene and secure systems, emphasizing proactive measures to prevent cyber threats and the importance
of maintaining strong digital security practices.

The vote of thanks delivered by Ms. Bhuvaneshwari S. (IAS), Director, Information Technology Department,
GoM. The programme concluded with a renewed commitment from all stakeholders to promote safe, secure, and
responsible digital practices, reinforcing the message that smart technology must be accompanied by safe
choices. The observance of Safer Internet Day 2026 served as an important platform to strengthen awareness about
cybersecurity, trust, and responsible use of digital technologies in governance and daily life.
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Lighting of the ceremonial lamp by the dignitaries
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Guidance by Adv. Ashish Shelar Hon. Minister of Information Technology and Cultural Affairs

Government of Maharashtra
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Special address by Shri Rajesh Aggarwal (IAS), Chief Secretary, Maharashtra
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Inaugural address by Ms. Sapna Kapoor, DDG and SIO, NIC Maharashtra.
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yber Hygiene -

» Using simple or predictable passwords
Sharing passwords Wwith colleagues or staff
Ignoring software and security updates
Clicking links received via SMS, WhatsApp or
2mail without verification

“'=ing personal email for official communication

/ing passwords in browsers on shared systems

.. ving devices unlocked or unattended
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Session focusing on cyber hygiene and secure systems by Shri Bara.th Rajgopalan J., President and
Chief Executive, Source Data Consulting
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