From

Director General Health Services,
Panchkula, Haryana

To
All Civil Surgeon/PMO
MemoNo.PH-2024/ |77~ &7 o Daed | de ey
Subject:-  Regarding urgent measures to Prevent Hospital Fires During Summer
Months.

In reference to the subject cited above you are request to follow Fire
guidelines for prevention of all hospital of state from fire accident (Guidelines
attached)
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Member & HOD

National Disaster Management
Authority

A URVA CHANDRA

Secretary

Department of Health & Family
Welfare

D.0. No.A-11013/08/2303/2024 23 March, 2024

Subject: Urgent Measures to Prevent Hospital Fires During Summer Months

Dear (J\.wé W«A‘}

As temperatures escalate during the summer months, hospital fires become a more
significant threat. We write this joint letter to underscore the paramount importance of
proactive measures to prevent such devastating incidents.

We request you to direct the State Health Departments and State Disaster
Management Authorities to work in close collaboration to ensure that all accredited hospitals
within your jurisdiction take immediate action on the following:

. Thorough Inspections: Conduct comprehensive fire safety audit / on-site
inspections of all hospitals to assess fire safety compliance. Ensure that fire-fighting
systems, including fire alarms, fire smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, fire hydrants.
and fire lifts, are present and fully functional.

. Electrical Load Audits: Address the critical issue of insufficient electrical loac
capacity. Hospitals must regularly conduct electrical load audits, particularly wher
adding new equipment or converting spaces into ICUs. Any identified discrepancies
must be promptly rectified.

. Fire NOC Compliance: Hospitals must strictly adhere to regulatory requirements
and obtain valid fire No-Objection Certificates (NOCs) from their respective state fire
departments. Prioritize re-calibration of electrical loads in older buildings constructec
before adopting fire safety norms.

To facilitate this, we are enclosing a detailed set of instructions outlining the steps
and measures to be undertaken by hospitals to ensure fire safety compliance. We strongly
recommend disseminating this information among all accredited hospitals and conducting
follow-up reviews to ensure the implementation of these critical safety measures.

The safety of our patients and the integrity of our healthcare facilities are o
paramount importance. We count on your valuable support and immediate action to preven
any fire-related incidents in our hospitals.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Yours sincerely,

b X‘W‘

(Apurva Chandra) (Ka.m'al Kishore)

To Chief Secretaries of all States/UTs
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Functional Fire—F:ghting Systems: Hospitals must regularly inspect fire-
fighting €quipment such as fire extinguishers, hydrants, and alarms. This
includes checking the expiry dates of extinguishers, €nsuring hydrants are

all fire safety equipment. This should include monthly checks of fire
extinguishers, Quarterly tests of fire alarms and hydrants, and annual

professional inspections to certify their effectiveness in accordance with
relevant Indian Standards.

- Regular Electrical Load Audits: Conduct electrical audits bi-annually to

Oxygen environments.

- Installation of Smoke Detectors and Fire Alarms: Ensure fire smoke

detectgrs and fire alarms are installed in all hospital areas, particularly in patient
rooms, hallways, and COMmMon areas. Test these Systems monthly as stipulated
in IS 2189 and replace batteries annually or as needed,

Avoid Overloading Power Sources: Use power Mmanagement ‘systems to
monitor electrical loads and prevent overloading. Ensure that multiple high-



includes submitting up-to-date fire safety plans and records of equipment
maintenance and staff training.

12.Staff Training and Drills: Implement a continuous training program for all
staff on fire prevention, emergency procedures, and the use of fire-fighting
equipment. Conduct bi-annual fire drills, including evacuation drills, to ensure
staff, doctors, and patients know how to respond in an emergency.

13.Evacuation Plans: Develop comprehensive evacuation plans that include
clear, well-marked escape routes, emergency exits free of obstructions, and
designated safe assembly areas. Plans should be displayed prominently
throughout the hospital and in staff training programs. Each hospital has to
formulate an SoP to be followed in case of a fire incident.

/'\ ! S — 1. gg‘mgﬁ‘ I



