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Hon’ble Mr. Justice Arun Palli
Judge, High Court of Punjab & Haryana

-cum-Executive Chairman,
Haryana State Legal Services Authority

Message

Dear Reader,

It is with great enthusiasm that we present the newly relaunched Haryana Legal Services
Authority Newsletter. This publication stands as a testament to the unwavering dedication of the Legal
Services Authoritiesin the State of Haryana to ensuring access to justice for all.

In today's world, access to justice to all is a cornerstone of a just society. The Legal Services
Authorities in the State of Haryana have been at the forefront of this mission, implementing numerous
initiatives to make justice accessible to everyone.

This newsletter delineates a variety of activities undertaken by the Legal Services Authorities in
Haryana. These include organizing legal awareness camps, conducting outreach to marginalized
communities, and providing court-based legal services. It highlights the success of LoR Adalats in
resolving disputes amicably and the implementation of victim compensation schemes to support those
affected by crime. It covers the work of Legal Aid Defence Counsel Offices in enhancing the quality of
legalrepresentation in courts, aswell as our reqular jailvisits to address the legal needs of inmates.

Reflecting on the accomplishments of the past quarter (January to March 2024), I extend my
heartfelt appreciation to all the functionaries including Panel Lawyers, and Para-Legal Volunteers
(PLVs) of the Legal Services Institutions in the State of Haryana. I also express my gratitude to the
various government departments that collaborated with us on numerous initiatives. Their assistance has
been instrumentalin advancing our goals and reaching out to the marginalized sections of the community.

While we are proud of the progress we have made, we are acutely aware that our journey is
ongoing. There remains much to be done to achieve our vision of access to justice for all. We are committed
to continue this work with vigour and determination, ensuring that no one is left behind in our pursuit of

Justice.

We are grateful for your support and looR forward to sharing more of our work_in subsequent
editions of this newsletter

(Justice Arun Palli)



Surya Partap Singh
(District & Sessions Judge)
Member Secretary

From the Editorial Desk

Dear Reader,

We are delighted to announce the relaunch of Haryana State Legal Services Authority
Newsletter, a platform dedicated to highlight the tireless efforts of the District Legal Services Authorities
(DLSAs)in advancing the cause of justice and welfare of citizens.

In a society where access to justice is paramount, the DLSAs play a pivotal role in ensuring that no
individual is left behind. Through a myriad of initiatives and programs, we have strived to maRe legal
assistance accessible to every stratum of society.

From legal awareness camps in remote villages to awareness drives in urban areas and by
celebrating special days to conduct mega legal services camp we have tried to touch the lives of countless
individuals. Through collaborative efforts of stakeholders, we have been able to address many issues and
provide much-needed support to those in need. In the pages of our newsletter you will find inspiring

stories of empowerment and resilience, as well as insightful articles by our Officers shedding light on
Variousissues.

As we reflect on our achievements, I also take this opportunity to commend all the officials and
functionaries of the Haryana State Legal Services Authority and the District Legal Services Authorities
in the State of Haryana for their admirable work during the quarter January to March, 2024.

We also recognize that our journey is far from over and there's still much work_to be done, and
we're committed to march forward with determination and resolve. Together, let us continue to champion
the cause of justice, leaving no stone unturned in our quest to build a more equitable society and uphold the

rule of law.

Thank you for your unwavering support, and we look forward to sharing our progress with you in
the upcoming editions of Haryana Legal Services Authority Newsletter.

(Surya Partap Singh)
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SURAJKUND INTERNATIONAL CRAFTS MELA

The District Legal Services Authority (DLSA) in

Faridabad working under the
Services Authority, embarked ( E : QM on a pioneering initiative by
establishingalegal services stall Paffs Cfa at the prestigious 37th

International Surajkund Craft

aegis of the Haryana State Legal

Mela. Since over lakhs of people
visit the said mela, it gives an opportunity to reach those who
are in need of legal aid. From 02, February to 18 February, 2024, the stall became a hub for legal guidance and
support, attracting attention from dignitaries of the Hon'ble Supreme Court and the Hon'ble Punjab and
Haryana High Court. The auspicious inauguration of the stall by Hon'ble Mr. Justice Sanjay Kumar, Judge,
Hon’ble Supreme Court of India on 02 February, 2024 marked the commencement of a period dedicated to
serving the community. In addition to consultations, the DLSA distributed pamphlets and booklets addressing

various socio-legal issues, aiming to raise awareness and sensitize the public.
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MEGA LEGAL SERVICES CAMPS
BY

AMBALA, BHIWANI, JHAJJAR AND MEWAT

District Legal Services Authorities

(DLSASs) of Ambala, Bhiwani, Jhajjar and
Mewat organized four Mega Legal Service
Camps. These events, structured in
accordance with the NALSA Legal Services
Camps Module, brought together various
government departments to provide on-the-
spot legal assistance and access to other
essential services for the general public.

In a significant collaborative effort, the

More than 2500 people were benefited

through these camps.
That apart, through these mega

camps, individuals had the opportunity to
receive immediate legal guidance and
support on a wide range of issues.
Additionally, they could access services
offered by collaborating government
departments, such as health, education,
social welfare and more.




CAMPAIGNS

Loweded 2

Campaign titled “Future is in your Hands a
voting right campaign” launched by HALSA

On January 25", 2024 on the occasion of
National Voters Day and in lieu of upcoming Lok
Sabha Elections, HALSA launched a campaign
tiled “Future is in your Hands a voting right
campaign” for a period of 5-6 months. Different
programs, sensitization workshops etc. were
conducted under the campaign starting from
25.01.2024.The project aimed to educate
general public to exercise their franchise wisely
and to ensure their effective participation in the
democratic process.

HALSA

Accordingly, on 25" January, 2024 the
District Legal Services Authorities (DLSAS)
proudly observed the National Voters Day in
alignment with the Representation of the People
Act, 1951. Through a series of meticulously
organized awareness camps and workshops,
DLSAs endeavored to equip individuals with the
knowledge and understanding necessary to
make informed voting decisions. The campaign
was conducted in collaboration with District
Election Office and through this campaign the
aim was to ensure that the whole state was
covered at the earliest.




CAMPAIGN NAMELY HAQ HAMARA BHI TO HAI

A CAMPAIGN FOR LABOURERS LAUNCHED

On February 1st, 2024, the Haryana
State Legal Services Authority (HALSA)
launched a innovative campaign titled "Haq
Hamara Bhi To Hai A Campaign for
Labourers." This initiative, spearheaded by
the District Legal Services Authorities
(DLSAs), aims to raise awareness and
provide legal assistance to workers in the
unorganized sector. In accordance with the
NALSA (Legal Services to the Workers in the
Unorganized Sector) Scheme, 2015, and
with a special focus on The Building and
Other Construction Workers (Regulation of
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Employment and Conditions of Service) Act,
1996, the campaign will run from February
1st to August 19th, 2024 in the State of
Haryana.

That apart, in collaboration with the
Labour Department, the DLSAs will conduct
a series of awareness programs and
registration drives for workers throughout the
campaign period. These activities will
empower workers with knowledge about their
rights and entitlements under the law,
ensuring they have access to legal
assistance when needed.




OBSERVATION OF

NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS DAY

n January 11, 2024, the District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) came together with Natlﬂnal

unwavering resolve to observe National Human
Trafficking Awareness Day through a series of impactful
initiatives and awareness campaigns.Our teams
tirelessly worked to educate and empower individuals
with the need to identify as well as combat trafficking as a
heinous crime. The programs were undertaken by
DLSAs inassociation with Women and Child Department
and in consonance to NALSA (Victims of Trafficking and
Commercial Sexual Exploitation) Scheme, 2015.
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SPECIAL LEGAL CAMP ON REPUBLIC DAY

epublic Day serves as a reminder of our commitment to uphold the values

enshrined in the Constitution. Apart from organizing Legal Awareness Camps on

the occasion of Republic Day, DLSAs actively engaged themselves in tableau
presentations, showcasing themes such as access to justice, women's empowerment etc.
Concurrently, through these tableaus and awareness programs, DLSAs endeavored to
empower citizens with knowledge of their rights and responsibilities.
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On 13th February 2024,
the District Legal Services
Authorities (DLSA) in
Haryana conducted
extensive legal
awareness programs to
commemorate National
Women's Day. These
programs were aimed to
educate women about

their legal rights, covering
crucial topics such as
domestic violence,
workplace harassment,
and property rights. The
day-long events featured
workshops, seminars,
and interactive Q&A
sessions led by legal
experts and women

advocates. These
programmes were
conducted to empower
women with the
knowledge and resources
to protect and exercise
their legal rights
effectively.
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February 13, 2024

On World Radio Day, celebrated on February 13, 2024,
the District Legal Services Authorities in the State of
Haryana conducted a series of radio programs aimed at
raising legal awareness among the public. These
programs were designed to educate listeners about their
legal rights and the services available to them through
Legal Services Institution.




AWARENESS CAMPS ON THE AMENDED PROVISIONS OF
THE MOTOR VEHICLES ACT

n February 15, 2024, the District
OLegaI Services Authorities
(DLSAs) organized awareness
camps to disseminate information about the
amended provisions of the Motor Vehicles
Act. These camps aimed to educate various

stakeholders including police officials,
insurance companies and other law

enforcement agencies about the rights and
entitlements of public under the revised
legislation. The camps were organised
amongst general public in order to ensure
that they are well-informed about the legal
recourse available to them in case of motor
accidents.
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WORLD DAY OF

SOCIAL
JUSTICE

n February 20, 2024, on the occasion

of the World Day of Social Justice

District Legal Services Authorities in
the state of Haryana embarked a campaign to
promote legal awareness across communities
in order to bridge the gap between legal
services being provided and those in need of
the same. Through a diverse range of
activities, including workshops, seminars,
and awareness camps, these authorities
endeavored to empower individuals with the
knowledge of their legal rights and
responsibilities
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CONSUMER

| GHTS DAY

MARCH 15

On World Consumer Rights Day,
celebrated on March 15, 2024, the
District Legal Services Authorities
(DLSASs) set up help desks in consumer
forums and court complexes to assist
and inform the public. These help desks
were part of a broader awareness
campaign conducted by the DLSAs,
focusing on the Permanent Lok Adalat
(Public Utility Services) and the rights of
consumers. The initiative aimed to
educate consumers about their legal
rights and the mechanisms available for
dispute resolution.




WORLD
DAY OF THE FIGHT
AGAINST SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

n March 4, 2024, in observance of the World Day of the Fight Against Sexual Exploitation,
Othe District Legal Services Authorities (DLSAs) conducted awareness camps across

urban and rural areas. These camps were aimed at sensitizing the public about the
prevalence and impact of sexual exploitation and advocating for measures to combat it effectively.
Through these camps, the DLSAs sought to raise awareness about the various forms of sexual
exploitation, including trafficking, harassment, and abuse. They provided information on legal
provisions and support services available to survivors of sexual exploitation, encouraging victims
to come forward and seek assistance without fear or stigma.
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TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS FOR

PANEL ADVOCATES AND PARA LEGAL VOLUNTEERS

The District Legal Services Authorities
(DLSAs) have been proactive in
organizing training workshops for
panel advocates and para legal volunteers.
Regular training workshoops are being

organised by DLSAs to enhance their legal
knowledge pertaining to various laws and

schemes implemented by the Haryana
State Legal Services Authority (HALSA) and
the National Legal Services Authority
(NALSA). These training sessions serve as
invaluable platforms for updating legal
practitioners and volunteers about recent
developments in legislation.



NATIONAL LOK ADALAT

Under the Chairmanship of
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Arun
Palli, Judge, Punjab and
Haryana High Court-cum-
Executive Chairperson,
HALSA, the Haryana State
Legal Services Authority
through the District Legal
Services Authorities across
the state orchestrated a
remarkable achievement
through the successful
execution of the 1st
National Lok Adalat on 9th
March, 2024. With
unwavering dedication,
they navigated through the
backlog of legal cases,
resolving over 2 lakh
pending and pre-litigative
matters through amicable
settlements. The District
Legal Services Authorities
demonstrated exemplary
commitment by conducting
numerous pre-LokAdalat
sittings, engaging in
extensive consultations
with stakeholders like bank
managers, managers of
insurance companies and
3 | Total cases settled 279162 establishing help desks
within court complexes to
provide essential
assistance to litigants.

1 gt‘:g:; Zf cases settled at Pre-Litigation 122897

2 | No. of pending cases settled 156265

4 | Total amount settled Rs.1,43,89,99,402/-
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AR Case titled: S. Rajaseekaran Vs. Union of India
*

I.LA. No. 71387 of 2023 in Writ Petition (C) No. 295 of 2012
Order dated January 12, 2024 passed by Hon'ble Supreme Court of India

While hearing a writ petition seeking directions for effective implementation of the provisions of the
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 relating to the grant of compensation in the case of hit and run motor
accidents and the scheme framed in terms of sub-section (3) of Section 161 of the Act namely the
Compensation of Victims of Hit and Run Motor Accidents Scheme, 2022, the Hon'ble Supreme
Courtissued the following directions:

“10) Sub-section (2) of Section 161 of MV Act provides that in case
of death of any person resulting from hit and run motor accident, a
compensation of Rs. 2 lakhs or such higher amount as may be
prescribed by the Central Government shall be paid. In case of
grievous injury, the compensation amount is Rs. 50 thousand. The
value of money diminishes with time. We direct the Central
Government to consider whether the compensation amounts can be
gradually enhanced annually. The Central Government shall take an
appropriate decision on this issue within eight weeks from today”.

4

X Case titled: In RE- Inhuman Conditions in 1382 Prisons
Writ Petition(s) (Civil) No (s). 406 of 2013
Order dated January 30, 2024 passed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India
Having its genesis in the letter dated 13.06.2013 written by former Chief Justice R.C. Lahoti which
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Was treated as PIL by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in the year 2013, several directions have been
issued by Hon'ble Supreme Court from time to time to address the concern of overcrowding in jails
and to ameliorate the conditions of jail inmates. As part of this ongoing exercise, the Hon'ble
Supreme Court vide order dated 30.01.2024 has directed constitution of Committees at District
Level having its object and constitution as detailed in the order, the relevant portion of which is as
under:

“6. On carefully examining the information furnished in the
compilations and recommendations made by the learned Amicus
Curiae, we are of the opinion that it would be appropriate to issue
directions to constitute a Committee in each District of the
States/Union Territories to do the following:

(i) Assess the available infrastructure in jails and take a decision
on the number of additional jails to be constructed in the Districts;

(ii) to assess the current capacity of the existing jails and
requirement of constructing more jails or enhancing the capacity of
existing jails to meet the standard laid down in the Model Prison
Manual, 2016.

(iii)  Besides the above, the Committees shall also keep in mind the
requirement of incorporating Artificial Intelligence and introducing
video conferencing for conducting Mulakaats and tele-medicine
facilities for the ease of the inmates.

7. Each State Government/Union Territory is directed to set up a
Committee comprising of (i) Principal/District Judge (Chairperson of
the District Legal Services Authority), (ii) District Magistrate (Incharge
Administrative Head of the District on Executive Side), (iii) Senior
Superintendent/Superintendent of Police, (iv) Secretary of the District
Legal Services Authority and (v) Superintendent(s) of Jail. The said
Committee shall be notified by the State Governments/Union
Territories within one week from the date of receipt of this order. The
Secretary of the DLSA shall be the convenor of the Committee. The
Committees shall convene the first meeting within two weeks from the
date of their constitution.

8. The Committees shall initiate steps to examine the
requirement of expanding the existing jails and acquiring land to set
up new jails within the District, depending on the current capacity,
occupancy and future demands of the District and come up with firm
proposals. The Committees will also take an update on the status of all

21



the ongoing projects/proposals that are pending in the Districts and
ensure that milestones are set down for completing the ongoing
projects. Wherever a project has yet to take off for want of land, steps
be taken identify the land for the purposes of acquisition and the report
be tabled before the Chief Secretary, of the State Government/Union
Territory for obtaining necessary approvals and fast tracking the
process. The Committees are permitted to examine the needs of the
respective Districts and make proposals over and above of those that
have been laid down the Model Prison Manual. However, the
minimum requirements prescribed under the said Manual shall not be
compromised. Future projections shall span over in a period of at least
50 years forimplementation.

9. A Fresh Status Reports shall be filed by all the State
Governments/Union Territories on or before 05 th April, 2024. An
affidavit shall be filed by Chief Secretary of each State /Union Territory
with all the requisite information as directed ordered above, within the

sametime line”.
0:0 Case titled: Pohlu @ Polu Ram Vs. State of Haryana and others

CRWP NO. 8232 of 2022 (O & M)

Date of Decision: 05.02.2024 Passed by Hon'ble Punjab and Haryana High Court,
Chandigarh

While hearing petitions seeking premature release of convicts/ petitioners, the Hon'ble
Punjab and Haryana High Court issued the following directions:

17.  Having heard learned counsel for the parties and after perusing the record with their
able assistance, grounds on which the cases of the petitioner(s) were rejected, are categorized as
under:-

“(l)  Involvementin other cases or jail offences

In view of the law laid down by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of
India in Lila Singh's case, Subhash's case and Kamal Kant
Tiwari's case (supra), involvement of the convict in other cases or
Jail offences cannot be a ground to deny the concession of premature
release.

22



(ii) Premature release of convicts would pose threat to security

In case, the convict has been periodically released on
furlough/parole and during his release, he did not indulge in any such
activity which disturbed the public peace or posed a threat to the
society, rejection of his application for premature release on the
ground that same would pose to be a serious threat to the society, is
not sustainable.

(i) Deferred in the absence of any specific provision in the
applicable policy or rejected/deferred on the ground of offences
being grave and serious in nature.

In the absence of any specific provision in the applicable
policy at the time of conviction of the convict, the competent authority
cannot act arbitrarily and defer the cases of prisoners for premature
release especially by applying the rigours of change of policy, in view
ofthe law laid down in Rajkumar’s case (supra).

(iv)  Opinion of Presiding Officers.

The concession of premature release cannot be denied
because the case was not recommended by the Presiding Officer as
his opinion is not binding. The Presiding Officers are required to
scrupulously follow the instructions issued by the Registrar vide letter
bearing No.622/Spl/Gnz 11.17, with regard to rendering the opinion
interms of Section 432(2) of the Cr.P.C.

18. In view of the fact that every day this Court comes across numerous petitions
seeking premature release of the convicts/petitioners in terms of applicable policy whose
cases have been rejected on the grounds mentioned above, the following directions are
issued:-

(a) Secretaries, District Legal Services Authority across the
States of Punjab and Haryana and the Union Territory of Chandigarh
are directed to visit the jail premises falling under their jurisdiction
periodically and identify such convicts undergoing life imprisonment,
who are eligible for premature release in terms of applicable policy at
the time of their conviction, but their cases were rejected on the
grounds listed in paragraph No.17.
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(b) Thereafter, family members of the convicts, who are eligible for
premature release, will be called upon by the Secretaries, District
Legal Services Authorities and would be informed about the directions
issued by this Court and provide legal assistance in filing appropriate
applications for expeditious disposal their cases for premature
release.

(c) If the case of any convict is pending consideration with the
competent authority for more than six months, he is required to be
released on interim bail, in view of the direction issued by this Court in
Pawan Kumar Vs. D.K. Tiwari and another, COCP No. 2020 of 2022
decided on 30.01.2023".

0:0 Case titled: Satender Kumar Antil Vs. Central Bureau of Investigation
MA No. 2034 of 2022
IN
MA NO. 1849 of 2021
IN
Special Leave Petition (CRL.) No. 5191 of 2021
Order dated February 13, 2024 passed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India

In the order passed by Hon'ble Supreme Court on 13.02.2024, the
'Guidelines and Standard Operating Procedure for implementation of
the Scheme for support to Poor Prisoners' framed by Central
Government was taken on record and compliance thereof sought from
all concerned.
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Sr.
No.
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District

Ambala
Bhiwani
Charkhi Dadri
Faridabad
Fatehabad
Gurgaon
Hissar

Jind

Jhajjar
Kurukshetra

Karnal

NALSA TOLL FREE HELPLINE NUMBER

15100

HIGH COURT LEGAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

0172-2718223 & 2718339

HALSA TOLL FREE HELPLINE NUMBER

1800-180-2057

CHANDIGARH (U.T.) TOLL FREE HELPLINE NUMBER

1800-180-2058

Helpline Numbers of District Legal Services Authorities

Telephone Sr.  District
Number No.
0171-2532142 12. Kaithal
01664-245933 13. Mewat at Nuh
01250-223890 14. Narnaul
0129-2261898 15. Panchkula
01667-231174 16.  Panipat
0124-2221501 17. Palwal
01662-270078 18.  Rohtak
01681-245048 19. Rewari
01251-252013 20. Sirsa
01744-220216 21. Sonepat
0184-2266138 22. Yamuna Nagar

Telephone
Number

01746-235759
01267-271072
01282-250322
0172-2585566
0180-2640125
01275-298003
01262-257304
01274-220062
01666-247002
0130-2220057
01732-220840



HARYANA STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY
Plot No.9, Sector - 14, Panchkula
Tel. : 0172-2562309, Toll Free No.1800-180-2057,
Website : www.hslsa.gov.in, E-mail : hslsa@hry.nic.in, hslsa.haryana@gmail.com
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