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establishing a separate department (as a distinct civilian
authority) for the administration of Cantonments.
Thereafter, in 1936, considering the duties laid down
under the Cantonment Land Administration Rules, the
Cantonments Department was re-organized into a
Lands Branch and a Cantonment Executive Officers
Service. Military Lands & Cantonments Service
(MLLCS) was a post-Independence creation, resulting
from amalgamation of the Cantonment Executive
Officers Service and the Lands Branch of the
Cantonments Department, the nomenclature of which
was subsequently changed to Defence Lands
Cantonments Service (DL&ICS) in 1977 and then to the
Indian Defence Estates Service (IDES)in 1986.

In order to determine a date to celebrate the
Defence Estates Day, various old records spanning the
88-year period of growth of department were studied and
scrutinized. It emerges therefrom that the date of
creation of a permanent Cantonments Department i.e. 16
December 1926 is the most crucial and oldest date on
which the foundation of the Defence Estates
Organization /Department, as it exists today comprising
62 Cantonment Boards, 37 Defence Estates Circles, 06

Directorates and the apex Directorate General, was laid.

It is felt that celebrating the Raising Day of the
department would provide to its officers and staff a sense
of identity and pride of being members of an eighty-eight
year old organization. With this will spring an urge and a
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