
(j)efence P,states (j)ay 

16(])ecem6er 2012 

fJ1ie (])efence P.states Organization in its present 

jonn traces its genesis to tlie year 1924, wlien tlie 

Cantonments}Lct was passea,joffowea 6y tlie enactment 

of tlie Cantonment }Lecount Coae, 1924 ana tlie 

Cantonment Lana }La ministration 1Qlfes, 1925. fJ1ie 
fegisf'ative consoCitfation fea to tlie acceptance of tlie 

fiitfierto aa fioc Cantonments (])epartment as a 

pennanent organization. rrFierefore, tlie Secretary 

:Military (])epartment, Intf'ta Office, Lonaon vitfe tlieir 

fetter ~o. 7007/26 tfatea 16.12.1926 conveyea sanction 

to tlie constitution oftlie Cantonment (])epartment on a 



esta6fisfiing a separate department (as a distinct civilian 

autfiority) for tfie administration of Cantonments. 

?1iereafter; in 1936, considering tfie duties faid down 

under tfie Cantonment Land fldministration 1Qlfes, tfie 

Cantonments (j)epartment was re-organized into a 

Lands (Brancfi and a Cantonment ~cutive Officers 

Service. :M.ifitary Lands ct{, Cantonments Service 

(:M.Lct{,CS) was a post-Independence creation, resuCting 

from amaliJamation of tfie Cantonment ~cutive 
Officers Service and tfie Lands (Brancfi of tfie 

Cantonments (j)epartment, tfie nomencfature of wfiicfi 

was su6sequentfy cfianged to (j)efence Lands ct{, 

Cantonments Service ((j)Lct{,CS) in 1977 and tfien to tfie 

Indian (j)efence P.states Service (ICfYES) in 1986. 

In order to detennine a date to cefe6rate tfie 

(j)efence P.states (j)ay, various 0[([ records spanning tfie 

88-yearperiod of growtfi of department were studied and 

scrutinized. It emerges tfiereJrom tfiat tfie date of 
creation of a pennanent Cantonments (j)epartment i. e. 16 
(j)ecem6er 1926 is tfie most cruciaf and o[([est date on 

wfiicfi tne foundation of tfie (])efence P.states 
• ~ D 

Org.anization /(j)epartment. as it exists tOda) comprising 
62 Cantonment (Boards. 37 (j)efence P.states Circfes. 06 

" 
(])irectorates and tfie apex(])irectorate (lenera' was faid'. 

It is feft tfiat cefe6rating tfie (j@ising (j)ay of tfie 

department wou[([ provide to its officers and staff a sense 

of identity and pride of 6eing mem6ers of an eigfity-eigfit 

year 0[([ organization. 'Witfi tfiis wi{{ spring an urge and a 
-_·. - .... _n,., ." til 6rin.n faurefs and 0[0 to tfie 



The Secretary 

II' 't: !1I11 

In reply to letter dated 21st October, 
j( 

lIo, 31312/1 (A,D,), from th e Secretary, ArrrrI Department, 

I am direoted by the Secretary of State in Counoil to 

inform you t at he sanotions the !)roposals of the 

Government of India for the permanent constitution of 

the Cantonments Department, 

I am, S1r, 

Your obedient Servant I 

to the Government of India, 
Army Department. 

• 



(j)efence P,states (j)ay (16.12.2012) 

(]lrogramme 

Sr. Items 11me 
!No 

1. . JIrriva{ oj invitees 11451irs 

2. JIrriva{ oj COJIS 1155lirs 

JIrriva{ ojJ{on'6Ce ~ 

JIrriva{ oj Cliainnan VCPSC 

3. JIrriva{ ojJ{on'6Ce CJ?J4. 1200lirs 

4. Seating on tlie aais 1201lirs 

5. Pwra{ 'WeCcome ana 
Lioliting oj Lamp 1202lirs 

6. 'WeCcome aaaress 12071irs 

7. ~Cease oj ~ports 1212lirs 

8. JIaaress 6y COJIS 1216lirs 

9. JIaaress 6y J{on '6Ce ~ 1219lirs 

10. JIaaress 6y Cliainnan VCPSC 1224lirs 

11. JIaaress 6y J{on '6Ce CJ?J4. 1227lirs 

12. ®-esentation of :Mementos 12341irs 

13. CuCtura{ ®-ogramme 1237lirs 

14. 'Vote ojq'fian~ 1257lirs 

15. 'Visit ojJ{on'6Ce CJ?J4. toJIVd CJ?C 13001irs 

16. Luncli 13151irs 

17. eliief quest aeparts at liis 
convenience 


