Safer Internet Day 2025: Celebration at Puducherry — 11th February 2025 Awareness Workshop Report

The Safer Internet Day event, held on 11th February 2025, brought communities together at various locations to
raise awareness about safety, well-being, and prevention measures that can create safer environments for
everyone. The event featured a range of activities, including workshops, talks, interactive discussions, all
designed to empower participants with the knowledge and tools they need to stay safe in their daily lives.

Locations: Safer Internet Safer Day 2025 was celebrated in several locations of Puducherry UT, including:

Indira Gandhi Medical College & Research Institute, Vazhudavoor Road, Kadirkamam, Puducherry.
Pondicherry University Community College (PUCC), Lawspet, Puducherry.

Idhaya College of Arts & Science for Women, Puducherry.

O/o District Collectorate Office, Pettaiyanchathiram, Vazhudavoor Road, Puducherry.

Kamarajar Administrative Complex, Near Madhakadi, Karaikal.

C.E. Bharathan Higher Secondary School, Mahe.

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan Government Arts College, Yanam.

Each venue offered workshops suited to the local community’s specific needs and concerns.

Activities and Highlights:

1.

Workshops at Puducherry UT: Workshops was inaugurated by Dr. A. Muthamma, I.A.S., Secretary of
Information Technology, Govt. of Puducherry. She delivered key note address to sensitize the importance
of workshop. Sh. V. Gopi Swaminathan, State Informatics Officer, NIC Puducherry UT Centre, during
welcome address, highlighted the importance of cyber security practices in day to day life.
Sh. R. Rajasekaran, Cyber Security Officer, NIC Puducherry UT covered topics like safe usage of internet
services in government offices, personal security, cyber safety and hygiene, and online safety for children,
youth, and students. Participants discussed current internet-related challenges and emerging threats,
gaining valuable insights into best practices for online security.




Mr. Bascarane, Superintendent of Police (Wireless/Cyber), Puducherry, volunteered in the event,
fostering a sense of connection among attendees. Schools and college students shared their own safety
initiatives, sparking discussions about the growing concerns of cybercrime and the need for safety
measures. Real-time scenarios highlighted the importance of quick responses and collaboration to address
cyber threats.

Beware
Q Digital Arn-:s{td7 ‘

STOP o 2| sco

THINK e e

SAFER INTERNET DAY

" D

Another event was presided by Prof. Lalitha
Ramakrishnan, Principal (i/c) PUCC, Lawspet,
Puducherry. The topics covered on safe using of
internet services, cyber hygiene and online safety for
students.

inaugurated by Mr. A. Kulothungan, I.A.S., District Collector, Puducherry and in Karaikal it was
inaugurated by Mr. Soma Sekhar Apparao Kotaru, I.A.S., District Collector, Karaikal. Both the
workshops highlighted the risks associated with social media usage, warning about the vulnerability of
personal data shared online to security breaches, identity theft, and cyber frauds, especially targeting
women. The importance of using the internet responsibly and securely was emphasized to both the public
and government officials.
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Another event was presided by Dr. S. Saleth Mary,
Assistant Prof. (Computer Science), Idhaya College of
.~ Arts & Science for Women, Puducherry. The topics
covered on daily life security and online safety for
women.

3. Workshops at Mahe and Yanam: In Mahe the workshop was inaugurated by Mrs. Thanuja M.M, Chief
Educational Officer, Mahe, and in Yanam the workshop was inaugurated by Sh. R. Mounissamy,
Regional Administrator, Yanam. A dedicated section for younger participants of school and college
students raise awareness about how to stay safe on the internet and secure.

The Safer Internet Day event was a resounding success, with over 995 participants attending across all
locations. Feedback from attendees highlighted the value of hands-on safety training and the opportunity to
interact with experts in person. Students, government officials, and the public expressed their appreciation for
the event's positive impact noting the strengthened sense of safety and well-being among internet users.
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