
Constitution of High Court Legal Services Committee 

1) SecƟon 8 A : The State Authority shall consƟtute a CommiƩee to be called the High Court 
Legal Services CommiƩee for every High Court, for the purpose of exercising such powers 
and performing such funcƟons as may be determined by regulaƟons made by the State 
Authority.  

(2) The High Court Legal Services CommiƩee shall consist of  

a. a siƫng Judge of the High Court who shall be the Chairman; and  

b. such number of other members possessing such experience and qualificaƟon as may 
be determined by regulaƟons made by the State Authority to be nominated by the 
Chief JusƟce of the High Court.  

(3) The Chief JusƟce of the High Court shall appoint a Secretary to the CommiƩee possessing 
such experience and qualificaƟons as may be prescribed by the State Government. 

4) The terms of office and other condiƟons relaƟng thereto, of the members and Secretary 
of the CommiƩee shall be such as may be determined by regulaƟons, made by the State 
Authority.  

(5) The CommiƩee may appoint such number of officers and other employees as may be 
prescribed by the State Government in consultaƟon with the Chief JusƟce of the High Court 
for the efficient discharge of its funcƟons.  

(6) The officers and other employees of the CommiƩee shall be enƟtled to such salary and 
allowances and shall be subject to such other condiƟons of service as may be prescribed by 
the State Government in consultaƟon with the Chief JusƟce of the High Court.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Regulations framed by the TN State Legal Services Authority 

RegulaƟons framed by the TN State Legal Services Authority for the High Court Legal 
Services CommiƩee  

In exercise of the powers conferred by secƟon 29A of the Legal Services AuthoriƟes Act, 
1987 (39 of 1987), the Tamil Nadu State Legal Services Authority hereby makes the following 
regulaƟons namely;  

1. Short Title and Commencement : These regulaƟons may be called the Tamil Nadu State 
Legal Services Authority regulaƟons.  

These regulaƟons shall come into force from the date of the regulaƟons.  

2. DefiniƟon: The High Court Legal Services CommiƩee means the High Court Legal Services 
CommiƩees consƟtuted for the State of Tamil Nadu under SecƟon 8-A of the Act.  

3. The powers and funcƟons of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee:  

(1) It shall be the duty of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee to give effect to the policy 
and direcƟons of the State Authority;  

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the funcƟons referred to in Clause (1), the High 
Court Legal Services CommiƩee shall perform the following funcƟons namely ;  

(a) give legal service to persons in proceedings before the High Court;  

(b) perform such other funcƟons as the State Authority may fix by regulaƟons.  

(3) The number, experience and qualificaƟon of members of the High Court Legal Service 
CommiƩee :  

(a) The High Court Legal Services CommiƩee shall not have more than ten members. The 
following shall be the ex-officio members of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee.  

(i) The siƫng judge of the High Court nominated as Chairman of the CommiƩee;  

(ii) The Advocate General,  

(iii) The president of the High Court Advocate AssociaƟon;  

(iv) The president, Bar AssociaƟon, Chennai ;  

(v) The president, Women Lawyers AssociaƟon, Chennai;  

(vi) Two advocates nominated by the Chief JusƟce ;  

(vii) the Government pleader pondicherry at the High Court Madras  

(viii) two other members to be nominated by the Chief JusƟce possessing such experience 
and qualificaƟons prescribed in Sub Rule (b) of Rule 3 of this regulaƟon (infra)  



(b) A person shall not be qualified for nominaƟon as a member of the High Court Legal 
Services CommiƩee unless he is  

(i) an eminent social worker who is engaged in the upliŌment of the weaker secƟons of the 
people including scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Women, Children or  

(ii) an eminent person in the field of law or;  

(iii) a person of repute who is specially interested in the implementaƟon of the Legal 
Services Schemes.  

4. The terms of Office and other condiƟons relaƟng thereto, of the members and Secretary 
of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee:  

(1) The Chairman of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee shall be enƟtled to payment of 
travelling and daily allowance in respect of journeys performed by him in connecƟon with 
the work of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee and paid by the said CommiƩee in 
accordance with the provisions of the High Court Judges (Travelling allowances) Rules, 1956 
as amended from Ɵme to Ɵme.  

(2) All members excepƟng the Secretary of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee shall 
funcƟon in an honorary capacity.  

(3) The term of office of the members of the High Court Legal Service commiƩee nominated 
by the Chief JusƟce under SecƟon 8A (2) (b) shall be three years and shall be eligible for re-
nominaƟon.  

(4) The Secretary of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee shall be enƟtled to an 
Honorarium of Rs.500/- per month in addiƟon to the usual pay and allowance.<  

(5) The Secretary of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee shall be enƟtled to payment of 
Traveling and daily allowance as per their enƟtlement in respect of journeys performed in 
connecƟon with the work of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee and paid by the said 
CommiƩee.  

(6) The members shall be enƟtled to payment of traveling allowance and daily allowance in 
respect of journeys performed in connecƟon with the work of the High Court Legal Services 
CommiƩee and paid by the said CommiƩee as admissible to Grade `A' Officers of the 
Government.  

provided that if any member who is a Government employee shall be enƟtled to the 
payment of traveling allowance and daily allowance in respect of the journeys performed in 
connecƟon with the work of the High Court Legal Services CommiƩee in accordance with 
the provision of the rules applicable to them and paid by the offices where the concerned 
members draw their pay and allowances and expenditure on this account shall be debited to 
the Budget Head to which their pay and allowances are debited.  



High Court Legal Services Committee Rules 1998 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 28 of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 
(Central Act 39 of 1987), the Governor of Tamil Nadu, in consultation with the Chief Justice 
of the High Court, hereby makes the following rules  

Rules  

1. Short Title and Commencement :- The rules may be called the High Court Legal Services 
Committee Rules, 1998  

2. Definitions :- In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires,   

(a) "Act" means the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, (Central Act 39 of 1987);  

(b) "Committee" means the High Court Legal Services Committee constituted under sub-
section (1) of Section 8-A of the Act;  

(c) "Government" means the State Government.  

(d) "Secretary" means the Secretary to the Committee appointed under sub section (3) of 
section 8-A of the Act;  

(e) all other words and expressions used in these rules but not defined, shall have the 
meanings respectively assigned to them in the Act.  

3. Experience and Qualifications of the Secretary :- The Secretary to the Committee shall be a 
person (in the cadre of District Judge Grade II)  

4. Officers and other employees of the Committee :- The Committee shall have such number 
of class and category of Officers and other employees for rendering assistance and for 
carrying on its day-to-day functions, as may be sanctioned by the Government in consultation 
with the Chief Justice of the High Court.  

5. Conditions of service and the salary and allowances of the officers and other employees of 
the committee:-   

(1) the officers and other employees of the Committee shall be entitled to draw pay and other 
allowances in the scale of pay on par with equivalent posts and members of staff of the 
Judicial Department.  

(2) The Officers and other employees of the Committee shall be governed by the rules as are 
applicable to persons holding equivalent posts in the Judicial Department.  

(3) The Officers and other employees of the Committee shall be entitled to such other 
facilities, allowances and benefits as may be sanctioned by the Government from time to 
time.  

(4) Retired persons appointed as Officers of the Committee shall be eligible only for the 
payment of traveling allowance and daily allowance in respect of journeys performed in 
connection with the work of the Committee, as may be admissible to the corresponding grade 



of Officers of the Government. They are also entitle to such Honorarium per month as may be 
fixed by the Government, in consultation with the Chief Justice of the High Court.  

6. The experience and qualifications of persons of the Lok Adalat, referred to sub-section 4 of 
Section 19 of the Act organised by the High Court Legal Services Committee :-  

1. A person shall not be qualified to be included in the Lok Adalat organised by the High 
Court Legal Services Committee unless he is:- 

2. a Senior Counsel or a Lawyer of standing; 

3. a Senior Officer of the Government ; 

4. a person of repute who is specially interested in the implementation of Legal services 
schemes & programmes; 

5. an eminent social worker who is engaged in the upliftment of the weaker sections of 
the society; or 

6. a medical or any other expert as deemed fit, by the State Authority. 

 


